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THE 5 
E D K T O R's 
AD VERTISEMEN T. 


HE Name alone of the Author- 
eſs of this Work is ſufficient to 

ſecure theſe Di aLoGuesa favou- 
rable Reception from the Public. Every 
one reveres the Memory of Madam pg 
 MAI1NTENOoN, and the young Ladies of 
St. Cyr, into whoſe Hands this Book may 
chance to fall, will Iam perſuaded thank 
the Editor for recalling her once more to 
their Remembrance. This illuſtrious 
Foundreſs has a thouſand Times expreſ- 
| ſed the Satisfaction ſhe enjoyed in the 
Company of her Pupils, in the familiar 

Conferences ſhe had with them, and in 
; preſcribing them ſuch Leſſons as ſeemed 
calculated entirely for their Entertainment. 
In the Peruſal of this Volume will be 
1 feen that admirable Spirit of Witdom, 
1 | Affability, 


ſelves, than to hazard their own Regutar | 


—— <W— . — . 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Affability, and Religion which inſpired 
that Lady, and which has ever influen- 


ced the Conduct of thoſe who have ſuc- 
ceeded her. 


Tux Reader may perhaps be curious 


enough to enquire by what Means the 


Manuſcript came into my Poſſeſſion. 
Thoſe who were entruſted with it, as a 


Pledge of Friendſhip and Regard, cannot 


in the leaſt be accuſed of a Breach i in ei- 
ther of theſe Reſpects. Madam DE 


MAlNTENON knew too well the Force 
of Friendſhip; and her Intention, it may 
be thought, was that it ſhould never ſee * 
the Light. Many will perhaps imagine, 

that theſe D1aLoGues proceed from a | 


Pen leſs aſſiduous than her s Was. I have 
no Reply to offer, except that theſe Ma- 


nuſcripts were ſent me by Perſons of 


Credit, who have more Regard for them- 


tion, by impoſing on the Public; and are 
too careful of that of the Authoreſs. and. 
conſcious of the Advantages Youth may 
imbibe from their Inſtruction, to ſuffer a 
Work capable at once of giving Pleaſure. 
and Imporvement, to be buried in the 
Ruins ol perperual Oblivion. 
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On SO Ev. 


3 by Violetta. 


of : A LADY ſpeaking of ano- 
K* 


ther, ſaid ſhe was ſociable; I 
i ſhould be glad to know the 
re | Signification of that Word, 
= Lucinda, 
=] I ſhould rather have fact the wasfit 
a for Society, and that is a luffcient 
we. | Commendation. 8 0 
the. | Angelica. 
| Pray be kind enough to explain this 
1 Sort of Commendation to-uk. - 
$ B | 


Lu- 


—O— 
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ſome ? 
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(+1 
Lucinda. 


One that is agreeble in Company, 
that often contributes to render it en- 


| gaging, and is never a Burden to it. 


Violetta. 
I would fain be particularly "FO 


ed, What it is to render Society agree- 


able and what to make it burden- 


Clariſſa. 
I am of Opinion, that to be agree» 
able in Company, and make Society a 


Pleaſure, it is requiſite to have Wit. 


Lucinda. 
Wit alone is not ſufficient; you may 


be poſſeſſed of that, and yet not quali- 
ficd for Converſation. 


Violetta. 
How d'ye mean? Is it Pee to 


pleaſe without Wit ? 


9 Lucinda. 
Yes, one may at leaſt be inoffenſive, 


and if we can never contribute to the 
Pleaſure of the Company, we may 


however always ao. Sing Unea- 
uh,” dai 


Cui. 


r 


A — 


E 1 
Clariſſa. 
To defcribe a Perſon fit for Society, 
we muſt repeat an infinite Number of 
engagin g Qualifications. 
i Violelta. 
No Matter, provided they tend to 


our Edification. 


Lucinda. 


To be fit for Society then, requires 


Complaiſance, good Nature, and good 
Manners. 


Angelica. 


What! to be always employed in 
Complimenting ? 


Belinda. 


Do you imagine that good Manners 
conſiſt in Compliments 5 


Violetta. 
I always thought ſo. 


Lucinda. 


No, Madam; the higheſt good Breed- 
ing diſplays itſelf in accommodating 


our Tempers to thoſe with whom we 


live, or have the leaſt Connection. 
Angelica. 
In what Manner, pray? 
B 2 Lu- 


- 
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— Merit. 


„ 
Lucinda. 7 
By never injuring them, by conform- 
ing to their Wills, and never contra- 


dicting them in Word, or Deed. 


Angelica. 
Muſt I then never declare my O- 
pinion, but always be e by 


that of others? 


Clariſſa. 
You may hold an Argument to en- 
liven the Diſcourſe, but you muſt ne- 


ver ſeem angry. 


Violetta. 
II others are angry, is that my Fault? 
Lucinda. 


Yes, if you have ſaid any Thing 
ill-natur'd, diſobliging, or unpolite. 


Angelica. 


T begin to underſtand the Commen- 4 


dation of being ſociable, and find it re- 


quires all Kinds of good Qualities. 


Clariſſa. 


True ; and whenever you obſerve 


the Company of any one every where 


coveted, and approved of for a long 
Time together, you may immediately 
conclude that Perſon is not without 


Vi- 


1 
Violetta. 

Oblige us with the Picture of a Per- 

ſon fit for Society. 
Lucinda. 

She has a proper Share of Wit, i is 
ſweet temper'd, obliging, conforma- 
ble to the Diſpoſitions of others, wil- 
ling to engage in any Diverſion with 


| her Companions, tho' not perhaps ſuit- 


able to her Taſte ; will walk abroad, 
ſtay at home, talk, keep filence, work ; 
ſhe liſtens attentively to what is ſaid to 
her, and doth not intrude upon the 


i Attention of others, by talking too 
long at a Time; ſhe is not inquiſi- 
tive, nor deſirous of knowing any 


Thing, till thought fitting to be re- 


vealed to her; ſhe never enquires into 


what doth not concern her, is never 
angry, and doth not repeat what ap- 
pears diſpleaſing to another; ſhe com- 


mends what deſerves Praiſe, and is 
ſilent with Reſpect to any Error ſhe 
diſcovers; ſhe hears with Patience 
repeated what ſhe knew before, with- 


out ſeeming to be pre-acquainted with 
it, chuſing rather to endure the Repe- 


tition, than deprive the Perſon of the 


B 3. o Plea- | 


1 
Pleaſure ſhe intends herſelf in relating 
a Piece of News. In ſhort, I ſhould 
never have done, ſhould I go about 
to mention every Requiſite to become 
a 9 Member of Seciety. 
Angelica. 

1 ſhould be glad to hear now the 
Deſcription of a clowniſh Character. 
Lucinda. 

1 am aſhamed of talking of much, 
and ſhall therefore genre _ to 
favour us with it. 
1 Clariſſa. 

It is very eaſily done, for ſhe is the 
abſolute Reverſe of the Character you 
have juſt defin'd : Herſelf alone is the 
Object of her Care, ſhe is regardleſs of 
others, ſhe takes the chief Place; when 
at Table ſhe helps herſelf to the beſt 
and choiceſt of the Entertainment, ſhe 
is ever talking of herſelf, is ſoon pro- 
voked to Anger, makes Remarks on 
whatever paſſes, and gives her Senti- 
ments accordingly ; ſhe is obſtinate to 
her own Opinion, domineers, is con- 
ceited, cannot bear the leaſt Oppoſition, 
and would always make her Will the 
Standard of other People's — 

| bh 


C7 ] 

Angelica. 
You have ſaid enough to convince 
me, that ſuch a Perſon can never be an 


Object of Deſire, I ſhould really de- 
teſt ſuch a one. 


Violetta. 


We are re greatly obliged to theſe La- 
dies, for informing our Minds of Af- 


fairs ſo likely to be uſeful to us. 


Lucinda. 
Tis only for want of due Conſidera- 
tion, that you have not before made 


this Obſervation, for you have had 


Experience enough to know that the 
Perſons you either approve or diſllike, 
bear ſome Reſemblance we have given 


of them. 


— — ä 


DIALOGUE n 
| On REASON. 


Julia. 


Wirken 12 my ſelf excepted from 


the Party, I might ſay that 
Chance has this Day brought together 


a very agreeable Company. 


"> Se” 2 
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Arabella. 

I ſhould willingly acquieſce in the 

ſame Opinion. 

Lucetta. 
For my Part I am very well ſatis- 
fied to make one, for if I have not 
ſufficient Merits of my own, I do not 
think myſelf totally unworthy, having 
a Reliſh ſor the Converſation of reaſon- 
able People. 

Sopbrenia. 

"in ſeldom are ſuch to be met 
with! It feems to me that Wit | is much 
eaſier to be found than Reaſon. 

Eloiſa. 
15 am quite of your Mind. 
Amelia. 

Wit may entertain us for a while, 
and Reaſon is only diſpleaſing when it 
thwarts our Inclinations ; but for a 
continual Gueſt, Reaſon muſt ever be 
allowed the Preference. 

Sophronta. 
How is it poſſible to love what con- 
5 tradicts us, 

Julia. „ 

Becauſe tho' it condemns us upon 
ſome Occaſions, © on others it juſtifies 

us 3 


T9] 


us; and furely nothing can be more 


grateful, than the Sanction of a ratio- 
nal Being. 


Amelia. 

Reaſon wears commonly an Air of 
Gravity, and oppoſes our Pleaſures. 

Lucetta. | 
Is it not often miſtaken for Auſterity ? 
- lia. 

Ves, that is frequently the Caſe; 
we form a frightful Idea of it, whereas, 
nothing. is more lovely than Reaſon, 

Eloi ſa. 

Don't you obſerve that thoſe who 
are always reafoning are troubleſome ? 
Julia. 

If they are always reaſoning, they 
are unreaſonable, for we ſhould not 
reaſon continually. 

Sophronia. 

Why ſo? What Talents can we 
better employ in Converſation? 
Julia. 

Good Breeding, Mirth, Recreation, 
Taciturnity, Condeſcenſion, and At- 
tention to others. 

LTucetta. 
You give us a very pleaſing Idea of 


Reaſon thus accompanied, 


B 5 Ry. 


— — . — . 


[10] 
Julia. 
I do not lock upon Reaſon in the 
formidable Light it is uſually miſre- 
preſented, as pedantic, harſh and cri- 
tical : For ſhe indulges every one in 


their proper Place; the loves to ſee 


Children delight themſelves with 
Baubles, young People take innocent 


Diverſions, nor does ſhe deny a pro- 


Per Relaxation even to old Age. 
Arabella. 
Jou have adorned her with all her 


ſprightly Graces ; let us now behold 


her in a more ſerious Dreſs. 
Tullg. 
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She accommodates herſelf to all 


Tempers, compaſſionates the Failings 
of others, and leſſens her own; ſhe 
gives Comfort under Afflictions, hay- 
ing ſoreſeen they would arrive; ſhe is 


moderate in her Pleaſures, ſhe delights 


in Society, and agreeably enjoys it; 


ſhe is thankful in Health, nor dejected 


in Sickneſs; ſhe makes good Uſe of 


Profperity, and bears Adverſity with 
Equanimit y and Reſolution; ſhe en- 
joys Contentment herſelf, and diffuſes 


it wherever ſhe goes; and as far as is 


compa- 


N 


WH nk ac 
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compatible, ſhe draws Advantages 


from the moſt inſupportable Misfor- 
tunes. 


Eliſa. 
This is certainly a beautiful Copy. 


and 1 really think no one can be bet- 
ter * with the Original, than 


, 
| Julia. 
I have only given you a Sketch 


of her Beauties, nor indeed do I know 
the full Extent of them. 


Lucetta. 
| You place her then in the foremoſt 
Rank of Virtue. 
Julia. 
ves, certainly; we can never enjoy 
her too much ; we ought to cultivate 


her, if we would encreaſe her Value, 
for there is nothing ſo convenient and 


advantageous, both for ourſelves and 
others. 


1 
Vou do not ſurely prefer her to Re- 
leon. 
lia. 
No, becauſe Religion of iel! is ſuf- 
ficient to Salvation without Reaſon. 
B 5 But 


. 
But Religion would have much greater 
Efficacy, if regulated by Reaſon: Re- 


ligion may be changed, but Reaſon is 


unalterable: Religion may be accom- 
panied with Indiſcretion, but Reaſon 
cannot. R 
- Sophronia. 

1 think, indeed, you are partially 


fond of Reaſon, | in preferring her to all 
the other Virtues. 


lg. 


The Virtues have great Need of 


| Reaſon for their Guide, to prevent 
their running into Extremes. 


-_. Eloiſa. - 

What Effect would all your Reaſon / 
have againſt ill Fortune? -| 
Julia. Y 

She enables us to endure it with ? 
greater Fortitude, and makes the af- ? 
flicted Perſon ſo eſtimable and engaging, ? 
that ſhe may ealily find Friends to allay 2 


her Grief. 


 Lucetta, | | 3 
Alicia is endowed with a great 
Share of Reaſon, Has ſhe therefore 
more Happineſs in her Retirement? 


© 
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Julia. 
You need make no Doubt of it; ; 
ſhe finds a Satisfaction in her Reflec- 
tions, ſhe ſees there are other Condi- 
tions in Life more miſerable than her 
own ; ſhe concludes at Night that the 
Day of Happineſs is. over with others, 
as well as herſelf, and that none of 


b . 


their Pleaſures are without Intermiſ- 
ſion of Pain; ſhe maketh herſelf be- 


loved by every Perſon who enjoys her 


Company, becauſe her whole Study is 


to be agreeable ; ſhe is conformable 


to their Taſte, their Manners and their 


Rules; and they, on the other Hand, 
endeavour to ſoften and alleviate her 
Sorrows, 
Arabella. 
You ſuppoſe then that the reſt are 
alſo reaſonable ? 
Julia. 
It is impoſſible but Reaſon muſt en- 


gage and charm even the moſt nt 


Diſpoſitions. 
L. 
Lou attribute then to Reaſon, all 
that can be ſaid of Wiſdom, Integrity, 


and Good-Senſe, 


Julia. 


[14] 


Julia. 
If you were to call all theſe by one 


Name, it would be no great Impro- 


priety. 1 
Eloiſa. 


But, pray, Whence do we derive 


this Reaſon ? 


ula. 
It comes from God, who may pro- 
perly be called the Fountain of Reaſon. 
ulia. 
Let her then preſide over our Con- 


duct, for ſpeculative Reaſon is in Fact 
no Reaſon at all. 


Amelia. 


I muſt confeſs you have reconciled 


her to me, and the Manner in which 


you have deſcribed her is very different 
from my former Sentiments of her ; ſhe 


indeed appeared ſo very formidable, that 


had ſhe offered herſelf to my Service, 
ſhe would have met with a Repulſe; 


let us then each of us begin to culti- 


vate an Acquaintance with her in our 


private Hours of Reflection. 
Lucetta. 


Let us however remember Miſs 
Julia 8 Obſervation, that to reaſon ſpe- 


cula- 


ere 


— 
222 


a 


A 
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culatively, 'that is in our Meditations 

or Conference, is to no Purpoſe, un- 

7} leſs we reduce our Reaſon to Practice, 

buy ſuffering it to influence all our Ac- 

tions. 
Ana, 

But, conſider, Madam, we are not al- 

2 ways Miſtreſſes of ourſelves to regu- 

late our Conduct by Reaſon, and we are 

7 ſometimes obliged to eſpouſe a Cauſe, 

which Reaſon would not approve ; we 

depend on the Will of others; a Huſ- 

: 3} band might be apt to be too profule i in 

huis Expences, without conſidering the 

Damage he thereby ſuſtains in his 

| Fortune; and a Mother ſends us a- 

1 } broad into the World, when Reaſon, 

tif conſulted, might perhaps adviſe Re- 
e FF tirement.. 


41 Lucetta. : 
VR We have been juſt now informed 


; that Reaſon draws Advantages from 
= every Circumſtance ; and in the two 
r Inſtances you have ſe! ected, it will be 
found to comply with the Diſpoſitions 
of thoſe on whom it depends, and 
to regard the World as little as poſſi— 
ble ; ſo that a Perſon without Reaſon 
will 


[16] 


will be at a Loſs in either of the above 


_ Caſes. 


ulia. 


This Subject is an inexhauſtible one, 


and produce as many Inſtances as you 
pleaſe, you will ſtill find that Reaſon 


will have the upper Hand, and that 
ſhe is very ſerviceable on whatever 
Occaſion ſhe 1s employ'd or introduc' d. 


1 — 
—— — 
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DIALOGUE II. 
On RESTRAINT. 


Mielliora. 


ELL, Ladies, our goſſiping 
Time is now arrived, and firſt 
let me entreat your Sentiment upon 


true Happineſs. 

Meliſſa. 

Mine would conſiſt in Riches. 
Lucretia. | 


And mine in being placed in a Con- 


dition above all my Acquaintance. 
Lucilla, 


And mine, in a continual Round of | 
Diverſions. 


in; 
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Charlotte, 


My Happineſs would conſiſt in be- 
f | iog always free from Reſtraint. | 


4 Melliora. 
None of theſe Situations can be 
4 3 happy; and one of theſe can have no 
, 1 Exiſtence. 
3 P Meliſſa. | 
Which is that? 
Melliora. 


That of being free from Reſitaint ; ; 
for Iam of Opinion, that there are no 
2 Perſons i in the World (Ideots excepted) 
| but what are ſome Time or other liable 
to this Inconvenience. 


-{t | : Charlotte. 

on That is to affirm that there is no 
Ih Thing as Happineſs ? 

; Leonora. 


It muſt be confeſſed 6 that 
there is no perfect Happineſs on Earth, 
on- but there are many Perſons notwith- 
ſtanding, whe do not deem themſelves 
unfortunate, becauſe they are ſubject 
Jto a little Reſtraint, 


of | 1 
Cbar- 


E 

Charlotte. 
Indeed, I don't know a greater Mis- 
fortune. 


Melthora. © 
That's becauſe you are unacquainted 
with any others; when you have ex- 
perienced oreater Ills, this will appear 
extremely trivial, 

Charlotte. 

But, pray, now Madam, is there no 
Condition of Life exempt from Re- 
ſtraint ? 

Lucretia. 


If I were placed in a Sphere above 
every Body elſe, Who would then 
have the Power to reſtrain my Inclina- 


tions! 7 
Leonora. 


1 am of Opinion, that the moſt ex- 
alted Stations are the moſt ſubject to 


Reſtraint. 
Meliſſa. 


Do you imagine the King is ever 


under Reſtraint ? 
Mielliora. 
Perpetually ſo. 
Charlotte. 


Permit me, dear Madam, to tell you, ö 
that 


[19] 
that you carry the Matter too far ; he 
cannot, at leaſt, be reſtrained in his 
Pleaſures, for if that was the Caſe 
they would not-deſerve the Name. 


Melliora. 


i If I exaggerate, you cannot but own 
* that you run into as great Extremes, 
_ F in ſuppoſing the leaſt Reſtraint will de- 
2 prive him of all his Pleaſure. | 
o | Meliſſa. 
1 Let us return to the King, and o- 
Tn blige us ſo far, as to let us know where- 
in he is reſtrained ? 
1 Leonora. 
en He riſes at a ſet Hour for the Tate 


1 reſt of his Subjects, when it is not un- 
likely, if he were to purſue the Dic- 
I tates of his own Will, that he would 
ex- ſometimes riſe earlier, or take longer 
oo I Repoſe ; he puts on his regal Robes to 
t to 
appear in public for the Pleaſure of 
his Nobles, when, perhaps, he would 
often rather be alone; he dines like- 
wiſe for the ſame Reaſon in public. 
; Maelliora. 
; He laboureth with his Miniſters, 
and that not always with Satisfaction; 
me tees Foreigners, gives Audiences, | 
hears. 


ever 


you, 
that 


out Reſtraint ? 


Jealouſy; in a Word, he is abſolutely 5 


Tl never defire to be a King; give me | 
the Lot of an humble Peaſant. : 


times, contrary to our Inclinations; we 
muſt live in Amity with our Neigh- 4 
bours; we muſt be complaiſant to our 


120 
hears Affairs diſagreeable and trouble- 
ſome; And can all this be done with- 


Leonora. | 
He follows the Chaſe, or other Re- J 
creations, where he muſt often be ac- | 
companied with thoſe who are diſ- jf 
pleaſing to him, to avoid offending * 
ſome, or giving Umbrage to others, 
who are elevated to the moſt diſtin- 7 
guiſhed Places under him; and muſt, ſ. 


perhaps, diſcard thoſe whom he withes ; th 


near his Perſon, for fear of exciting I 


under a continual Reſtraint, 
After ſuch a Deſcription of him, | 


Melliora. {1 

We muſt be conſtrained to work, 
when we would be glad to repoſe our- 
ſelves ; we muſt be obliged to ſtay at 
Home in our Family, when, ſome- 3 


Inferiors as well as Superiors ; in ſhort, # 
We 


+ [ 21 ] 
l ve are entirely, and in every Particular, 
liable to Reſtraint 
3 Charlotte. 
What would be the Confoayucnce, 
if I ſhould refuſe to comply with any 
of theſe Injunctions? 
Leonora. 
Vou would be hated, inſupportable, 
ſcorn'd, deſpis d, and avoided * all 
the World. 
Charktte. LEO | 

4 Really, Madam, you aſtoniſh me! But 

if it be then impoſſible to avoid Re- 
| ftraint, tell us, I beg you, how we may 
mM, i ſupport Ke 
me Mfelliora. 

I The beſt Way of ſupporting it is, 1 
ö think, to expect it and accuſtom our- 
q | {elves to it. 


Charlotte. 

4 And what mighty Recompence 
I Wer we expect for ſuch a Martydom ? 
be We 

This Martyrdom (as you pleaſe to 
term it) wears off every Day by De- 
1 ares, as Lesnora has already de- 
| . and we are amply re- 
2 warded with the Satisfaction of pro- 

curing 
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curing univerſal Love and Eſteem ; 
And 1s all this to be accounted as no- 


thing ? 


Leoncra. 
It is an Inconvenience againſt which 


there is no Remedy; and if we would 
be free from Reſtraint, we muſt take 


up our Abode in a Deſart. 
Lucilla. 


| You induce me to wiſh for ſuch a a 


Retreat by the Impoſſibiliry you _ 


| ſent of living uncontroul'd. 
Melliora. 


'Tis in your own Power to make 


Choice of the two Evils; for my Part, 
I believe Retirement in a Deſart would 
not afford you any great Satisfaction. 
Lucretia. 
I never before dreamt of Reſtraint, 


except in Childhood, or in a Nunnery. 


Leonora. 
Believe me, Madam, you will one 
Day confeſs, that thoſe were the moſt 


happy and joyful Days that ever you 


knew! in your Life. 


DIA- 


WI 


ſin 
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DIALOGUE iv. 

On SEL Love, 
Sophia. 

AM afraid, Madam, we interupt 

the Pleaſure you have promiſed 


yourſelf | in reading. 


Eliza. : 
Not in the leaſt, my dear Sophia; I 


aſſure you, I ſhall receive much great- 


er Delight in your improving Conver- 
ſation, 


Tobin 
May I be ſo free, my dear, as to 

enquire the Subject which engroſſes 

your preſent Attention :? 

Eliza. 


"Tis a Treatiſe wherein all the 


World is more or leſs concerned ; for 


the Subject is Self-Love. 
Sophia. 

I believe, indeed, there are very few 
who do not poſſeſs it in ſome Degree. 
. 

Tis a great Pity it ſhould be io, 
ſince it renders us is diſpleaſing in the 


Sight 
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Sight of our Creator, and obnoxious 
to Mankind. 

Lavinia. 

1 am very ſenſible, that by indulg- 
ing this Paſſion we offend God, who 
is alone the proper Object of our Re- 
gard; But why ſhould it be held in 
Abhorrence by Men, who are alike 
guilty of the ſame Frailty 7 
Eliza. 

That is the very Reaſon they diſlike 
it in us; for this Partiality to ourſelves 
| makes us fond of repeating it; and in 
ſo doing, we grow weariſome to our 
Friends; by our veneration for our 
own Perſons, we become prejudiced 
in Favour of our own Opinions, and 
aſſert them with Obſtinacy, to the no 
ſmall Diſpleaſure of others. 

Clarinda. 

Your Obſervation is juſt, and this 
ſame Self-Love makes us willing to 
attribute to ourſelves a Superiority in 
_ Reipocks 
Alinda. 


True, and gives all our Concerns 


an Air of Importance. 


Lavi- 
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Lavinia. 
But are we then required to neglect 
dourſelves? That is both unnatural and 
unreaſonable, and what we ſhall not 
be eaſily prevailed on to do. 
; Elza. 

No, certainly, we can never be en- 
tirely of this Way of Thinking; but 
we mult endeavour after it however, 

and entertain as little Eſteem for our- 


— — 


A 


; ſelves as poſſible. 

be Lavinia. 

wi If I was wholly to neglect myſelf, 'S 
E ſhould commit Follies 258 Morning 


to Night; and really, Madam, I can- 

not conceive how you can reconcile 
ed this Negle& you require of us, with 
nd that neceſſary Caution we ſhould con- 


tinually take to keep a Guard over our 
Actions. 
: Eliza. 
mY Nothing can be eaſier ; for one of 


the chief Motives to be watchful of 
our Actions, is, that we may avoid e- 
very Inducement to Self-Love. 
Lavinia. 
But tis this ſame Self-Love which 
makes me fond of Commendation, 
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and if I was even to get the better of 5 
that, I ſhould then be negligent in 
my Endeavours to deſerve Applauſe. 


Clarinda. 


What, Would you then be good 
only for the Sake of Praiſe ? 


Lavinia. 


Why, dear Madam, Should I lay a 


Reſtraint on my Inclinations, if I was 
not deſirous of procuring the Eſ- 
teem of People of Honour and Pro- 


Alinda. 


I know not whether it may not 


be of bad Conſequence to teach young 


' Perſons to deſpiſe Praiſe. 


/ —_— 6 
It is what we call Emulation, and is 


only to be found in great Minds, 


5 Clarinda. 
And ĩs it unneceſſary then that we 


ſhould be in Love with Virtue, and the 


Pleaſure of doing well ? 
5, 
This is a Sentiment truly noble, 


and I am afraid of too refined a Na- 
ture for the Capacity of Youth, 


Cle- 


toe fu. Ox Oath 


My A my 


le- 
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Cleora. 
IJ am apt to think, that the much 


greater Part of meritorious Deeds are 
done only with the View of gaining 


Applauſe, and that this very Aim has 


made ſo many Heroes. 


Eliza. 


All your Virtue then is only the 
Effect of Vanity ; and if you were not 


to be ſeen, you would commit every 


Crime that ſhould ſuggeſt itſelf to your 


- Mind. 


Lavinia. 


I ſhould not be guilty of any great 


Crimes, becauſe I am not viciouſly in- 


_ clined ; but I ſhould be leſs poo my 


Guard againſt trivial Errors. 
Clarinda. 
What, then, perhaps, you meals 


be paſſionate, ſlothful, irregular, indiſ- 


Creet, obſtinate, and unſufferable. 
Lavinia. 


Ves, Madam, if I could expect no 
Commendation for avoiding thoſe Vices, 


Clarinda. 
I can't comprehend this, 


2 Alinda. 
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Alinaa. 

For my Part, I underſtand the La- 
dy's Meaning very well, and I can't 
conceive, that Heroes would have 
ſpent their early Days in the Toils of 
War, and at the Hazard of their Lives, 

if they had not this Thirſt for Admi- 
ration. 
os Eliza. 

What are they now the better for it, 
Madam? 

Lavinia. N 
Their Memory is held in contiana 
Veneration, and their Example pro- 
poſed on every Occaſion. 
F., 

Have they any Senſe of this Satisfac- 

tion? Or, do they enjoy more Happi- 
neſs on this Account? 
Lavinia. 

No, Madam ; but pray, From what 

Motive then would you have us act? 
Eliza. 

| You can judge of that, Madam, bet- 

ter than myſelf, and you have too 

much good Senſe, to lay yourſelf un- 

der a Reſtraint all your Life, merely 

"oo 
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„ 
for the Sake of Praiſe, when you are 
already certain of obtaining it. 

Alinda. 

Vet would you not have us careful 
to pleaſe, and ſeek the Eſteem of thoſe 
on whom we depend? | 

Eliza, 

I don't deſite to hinder your doing 
all this, but I would have you act with 

| a a more ſubſtantial View. 

5 Lavinia. 
| You would have our Actions only 
pleaſing to God ;—I am very ready to 


l allow this 1s the moſt rational Aim, 
but at preſent, we are not diſcourſing 
of Religion, but Morality. 
Eliza. 
— And what is Morality, when it has 
* not Religion for its Baſis? Vou are, I 


ſee, ſtill reſolved to gain only the good 

Opinion of Men, and that alone will 
at never conſtitute our Happineſs. 
Lavinia. 


I account their Eſteem of great 
4. Value. 


0 Eliza. 
n- "RN tell you again, Madam, you muſt 
ly | ne WY TO 
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deſpair of attaining it without the Poſ- 


ſeſſion of ſubſtantial Merit. 
| Tavinia. 
What do you call ſubſtantial ? 
r 
That which will endure for ever. 
1 Alinda. 
You will inſiſt on too conſummate 


a Perfection in our Dealings, and ſub- 


ject us to diſagreeable Reſtraint. 
Eliza. 
I would have you on the contrary 


enjoy all poſſible Liberty; I would 


have you always ſatisfied, pleaſed to 
be applauded, and contented, tho' neg- 


lected, and ever aſſured of a Recom- 
75 pence for every good Action. 


Lavinia. 


7 ſubmit, Madam, on Condition 
you can prove that there is really ſuch 
a Condition to be found, 


: Eliza. 

To this End, we need only conſult 
the Divine Approbation, to dedicate 
all our Service to God alone, to rely 


upon him, and in every Thing we do, 
to have him alone for our Object. 
Lavi- 
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Lavinia. | 
And is this what you call Liberty? 

Wo =. 
Moſt certainly, Madam; and if you 
will once make the Experiment, you 
may be convinced of it: You will never 


be in Pain to procure the Good-Will of 
Mankind; your Conſcience will juſtify 


you in doing your Duty ;—if Men ap- 
prove your Actions, their Approba- 
tion is welcome; if not, you may con- 


ſole yourſelf, being ſtil] certain of ob- 
_ taining thoſe Praiſes which have no 


End : You may even indulge yourſelf 


in Self-Love ſo far as is conſiſtent with 
your Duty to God : You may be care- 
ful of your own Happineſs, and in- 


dulge every innocent Enjoyment, and 
then you will be ſure you have not 


exceeded the proper Bounds of this 


Self-Eſteem, while you continue to 
act in a State of Dependance upon his 
Omnipotence. 

Wh Lavinia. | 
I find you thought it impoſlible that 
I ſhould yield to Conviction, without 


being allowed a ſmall Share of Love 


for my dear Self; but, really, Madam, 
— 84 | I am 
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I am quite charmed with your engag- 
ing Diſcourſe, and will treaſure up 
your Maxims in my Mind, whence 


they ſhall never be eraſed, 


6 * 


DIALO GU E v. 
On GOOD-SRNS E. 


Elvira. 


T HAVE met with great Difficulty, 
I | Ladies, in finding one that could 
determine the Difference between 

Wit and Good-Senſe. 


F Valeria. 
I think I comprehend it, but I can- 


not explain it ſo clearly as I could 


wiſh. 


Jacintba. 


I take Wit to be a Ray of Light 


more or leſs extended, which gives us 


a Taſte for every Thing wherein it ap- 
pears, and from which it is reflected, 
elevating our Ideas, and making Con- 
verſation delightful, and contributing 
reciprocally to its own Pleaſure, and 


that of others. 


Emi= | 
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Emilia. 
By the agreeable Deſeription you 
have given of it, Madam, it is very 


evident that you poſſeſs it in the moſt 


extenſive Manner ! I doubt not, but 
you will as eaſily define Good-Senſe. 
Jaciniba. 

T ſhall deliver my Sentiments of it 
freely; — Good-Senſe, 1 think, con- 


ſiſts in ſetting proper Bounds to our 


Wit, in complying with other People's 
Tempers, in making their Wills our 
own, in approving ſolid and rational 


Joys, in proportioning our Expences 


o Pleaſures 


to our Finances, in partaking 


with thoſe who enjoy them, 1n paſting 


our Time chearfully with thoſe who 


do not, and in concealing the Advan- 


tages we reap from our Superiority in 
Wit. 
Emilia. 
The Properties you attribute to 
Good-Senſe are exactly the ſame as I 
ſhould have aſcribed to Wiſdom and 


Reaſon, had I undertaken their Defi- 


nition. 


© 5 Vale- 
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3 Valeria. 

Really, I ſhould have been at a Loſs 
to have made the Diſtinction. 

„ 

Nevertheleſs, Madam, there are 
Perſons who have but a ſmall Share 
of Wit, that are prudent, equal, and 
diſcreet. 

. Juletia. 

True; but you muſt however al- 
low, that Wit enables us to diſcern 
more clearly than others. 

Maria. 
The Decorum which Cuſtom has 
preſcribed to our Sex, obliges us to 
ſet Bounds to our Wit, rather than to 
exert it more extenſively, and we ſhall 
always ſee clearly enough, if we can 
be perſuaded there is nothing worthy 


our Regard, but eternal Salvation; and 


to choſe ſuch a State of Life as may 
ſecure this Bleſſing to us in the molt 
effectual Manner. 
VV 
Vou agree then, I find, in the O- 
pinion of thoſe who would deny our 
Sex the Uſe of Learning? I cannot 


from 


conceive What Pleaſure can be derived 


„ 
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from the Company of thoſe who are 


nnacquainted with Hiſtory, or know 
not- the current News of the Day ;— 
Women who are ſo devoted to their 
domeſtic Concerns, that they can't tell 
the Difference between an Ode, an 
Elegy, or an Epic Poem. 
Maria. 

What Service is it to a Female, to 
know this Difference? I am wholly 
ignorant of the Matter, nor am I de- 
firous of learning it, provided I can 
give Satisfaction to thoſe on whom I 
depend. 
Melinda. 
Alas! How can you take Delight 
in working from Morning till Night 


at an Employment continually the 


fame? In picking a Piece of Stuff 
to Pieces, and drawing to and fro a 
Needle and Thread | How mean and 


unworthy of a young Lady, born for 


a nobler Purpoſe ! Indeed, I could ne- 
ver bring myſelf to ſuch Exerciſe. 
Elvira. 

And I, Madam, can employ myſelf 
therein with Pleaſure : While I am 
at my Buſineſs, I have no Solicitude 
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to enquire into the Concerns of others; 

I enjoy the Satisfaction of beholding 

wy Work go forward ; and when it 
finiſhed, the Pleaſure of having 

din ſomething : I am not expoſed to 

invidious Converſation, wherein I may 


be induced to offend God; I never in- 


dulge myſelf in Sloth, which would 


only bring Vexation ; and when I take 


a Review of my paſt Tranſactions, I 


am pleaſed to reflect, that I cant re- 
proach myſelf with having been idle, 


or with ſpending my Time in unpro- 


fitable Diſcourſes : I go to Bed con- 
tented, and ep! in undiſturbed Tran- 


quility. 
Melinda. 
By what you repreſent, you are 
very fond of notable Women. 
Elvira. 


Indeed, Iam; they are greatly in 


5 my Eſteem. 
Melinda. 


I. know not what Taſte you may 


have for Oeconomy, but for my Part 
J could never be prevailed on to do 
the Duties of a Farmer's Wife, What, 
Could 1 riſe betimes in the Morning, 


like 
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11 
like Country Houſewifes, who get up 


to ſend their Servants to work, and 
condeſcend themſelves to undergo the 


moſt ſlaviſn Drudgery * 
Maria. 
she that acts in this Manner, is truly 


ang, She imitates the wiſe wa 


man ſpoken of by Solomon. 
Melinda. 
Vou would then be in your proper 


Element, to live at Home with your 
Mother, to keep the Keys, and have 


the Care of the Houſhold. 
Maria. 

Don't make a Jeſt of me, Madam, 
I would do all this, and ſhould think 


1 could not be better employed. 


Melinda. £ 

13 I would not do it for all the 
World. What! Should I, who am 

poſſeſſed of Wit and Senſe, debaſe my= 

ſelf by ſuch a Condeſcenſion! I can 

only enjoy myſelf with Rhetoricians, 


Poets, Philoſophers, and the whole 
Claſs of refin'd Wits. 


Maria. 
And I can reap no Satisfaction, but 


from the Diſcharge of my Duty. 


Melinda. 
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 Melinaa. 
Your Life muſt then be very tedious 


to you, and you will be continually a 


Slave to 8 Duty. 
Maria. 


I am happier than you, Madam, 


for I purſue iny own Inclinations, by 


reſolving to do nothing but what I 
ought ; and you are not always ſure of 


meeting with ſuch Company as you 


could wiſh. 
Melinda. 
Why ſo, Madam ? 
Maia. 


1 Becauſe you are fond of none but 
your ſublime Genius's, and you will 
meet with very few of them ſo highly 
accompliſhed as you could deſire. 


Melinda. 
Suppoſe me now with Perſons of 


Erudition, who never diſcourſe on 
common Topicks. 


Valeria. 
Pray; tell me then, Do you find 3 in 


them a diſcerning Judgment ? 


Melinda. 


Imagine then that I am entertaining ; 
myo with Aſtrologers. 


Ma- 


LJ. 
Maria. 
'Do you make Good-Senſe confiſt 
in the . of Aſtrology ? Pro- 
per Perſons indeed to pretend an Ac- 
quaintance with the Stars, and talk of 
deſcribing to us their Courſe, when 
> | they know not how to regulate their 
4 own Conduct ! 
f Melinda. 

Vou are in the right; and your Ar- 
guments are ſo powerful, that if I ſtay 
to hear you any longer, I fear I ſhall 
become a Convert to your Way of 
Thinking. 

Maria. 

I ſhall be very glad of it, for you 
will then grow wiſer and 33 
but we ought not to content ourſelves 
with human Wiſdom, which will 
go ever unrewarded ; but endeavour 
to attain that only which has God for 
its Foundation and End. | 

Melinaa. 

So then you are not ſatisfied with 
my being wiſe, but you would have 1 
me be religious %o - 

Maria. 1 

That's becauſe 'tis impoſſible to be 

Y TT one 


have juſt been intereſted ; this Lady 


a certain Place, where were aſſembled 


ment ; upon which ſhe ridiculed me ; 
telling me at the ſame Time, that none W ent 


25 


one without the other, and we form 


but weak Notions of our true Intereſt, 


if we content ourſelves with ſuch Wiſ- v 
dom that can neyer hope for! its Re- Þ Pe 
ward. 
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On AMBIT1ON, ; Br. 


Scrapbi na. 
MUST defire the Favour of your 


Opinion, in an Affair wherein I 
and myſelf had Occaſion to paſs thro 


a Multitude of People; ſeveral of them 
bowed to me, I returned the Compli- 


but Perſons of Quality were worthy of edn 


the Honour of a Salute. be 
Almeria. 
I ſhould have immediately con- I 


demned the Lady, for I cannot think ang 


we are worthy of a Compliment unlets 


we return it. P 
Camilla 


[4] 
| ET 8 
| What, to. ſuch Wretches ? And 
would you ſet them on a Footing with 
People of Faſhion? | 

Almeria. 
My Reſpett i is proportioned to thoſe 
on whom I beſtow it; but I muſt own 

I had much rather be guilty of an Ex- 

ceſs of Complaiſance, than commit a 
| Breach of good Manners. 

Camilla. 
You are not very ambitious, 
Almeria. 

I am always ſo, but I look upon £ 

Rudeneſs as a falſe Ambition. 
Sachariſſa. | 

Can a Chriſtian then be endued 

with a true Ambition? 
Almeria. 

Chriſtian Humility is not inconſiſt- 
ent with Honour, Honeſty, Diſintereſt- 
edneſs and Courage; and this I take to 
be the only true Ambition. 

. | 

Do you imagine then that Ambition 

and Diſintereſtedneſs are the ſame ? | 
Almeria. 
No, Madam, true Ambition is in- 


capable 
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capable of Meanneſs, ans as it is uſually 


the Proſpe& of Gain that prompts us 


to the Commiſſion of mean Actions, I 
have for that very Reaſon included 


Difintereſtedneſs under the Name of 


7 Ambition. 


Scraphina. 
How do you connect the Ideas of 


Courage and Ambition? 


Almeria. 
Becauſe, in ſome Caſes it requires an 


uncommon Reſolution to avoid being 
3 of Meanneſs. 


Seraphina. 
Be pleaſed to produce ſome Exam- 


ples, in order to give us a general No- 


tion of what yon have aſſerted. 
Almeria, | 

I have known Ladies of no Fortune 
at all, who have had very conſiderable 


Offers to treſpaſs againſt their Ho- 
Nour ; Is there not then a great Reſo- 


lution and Ambition neceſſary to reſiſt 
ſuch a Temptation, and continue in a 


State of Dependance? 


Seraßbina. 

T have known a Lady's Woman re- 
fuſe a Sum lufficient to place her in a 
Con- 


A. wi 
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| Condition above Servitude, only for 


the Trouble of delivering a Letter; 


and was offended alſo with the Offer. 


Sachariſſa. 
very fine, indeed! 


Almeria. 


And this is what you call Ambition ? 


Sachariſſa. 
People of Condition are not liable to 


meet with any ſuch Offers. 


Almeria. 
They are only made to them in a 


delicate Manner, but they are not 


however leſs dangerous in their Conſe- 
quence ; Muſt not a young Lady poſ- 
ſeſs a great Share of Self-denial, in 
chuſing to appear in a plain Dreſs, in 
Preference to the gaudy Glitter of 
ſplendid Apparel; in approving Soli- 
tude, rather than enjoy Diverſion, at 

the Hazard of her Reputation ; and 
in diſcharging the Offices of filial Af- 
fection to an afflicted Parent in Diſtreſs, 
rather than ſpend her Time in the Pur- 
ſujt of Pleaſures and Amuſements ; in 
preferring a ſingle Life, to the Alliance 


of a Man of low Birth, and deſtitute 
of Merit ? ET 
OT Sa- 
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Sachariſſa. 

You have conſidered true Ambition 
in its utmoſt Latitude, but I would be 
glad to know your Sentiments of the 
contrary. | 
Almeria. 

It conſiſts, if I miſtake not, in ſeem- 
ing aſhamed when there is no Occa- 
ſion, and in making a Merit of that 
which deſerves to be exploded and de- 
teſted. 

Serapbina. 
As how, pray ? 
8 Almeria. 
In faying we are aſhamed of our 
Dreſs, our Apartment, of not having 
a Servant to wait on us, When, ac- 
cording to our Birth, we ought to 
appear otherwile. 
Sachariſſa, 
And you ſee no Shame in all this? 
Almeria. 
No, certainly, there can be none. 
| Conſtantia. 
Wherein then do you make it con- 
Giſt? 111 
Almeria. 
11 the Commiſſion of ſome Crime. 
Con- 


[45 ] 


n ; Conſtantia. f 
e But, what Sort of Crime i | 
e Almeria. | 


Pp! P—— — 


Any Thing contrary to the Rules of 
Honeſty, Honour, Valour, Fidelity, 
5 and Gratitude; in a Word, all that 
may be deem'd inconſiſtent with a lau- 
t dable Ambition. 
5 Sachariſſa. 3 

But how do you reconcile this Am- 

bition with Humility ? 
Almeria. 

The Virtues, Madam, never contra- 
ir dict, but ſupport each other. 
g Sachariſſa. 

Doth not Humility require us to en- 
tertain a mean Opinion of ourſelves, 
and that we ſhould rejoice, when o- 
thers deſpiſe us ? 

Almeria, 

Yes, Madam ; but it doth not re- 
quire us to deſerve their Scorn by com- 
mitting mean or baſe Actions. 

Sachariſſa. 

How can I have an ill Opinion of 
myſelf, if I practiſe the Virtues you 
have recited ? 


7 Almeria. | 
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Foo 
We have always Faults enough to 


humble our Opinions; our Virtues 


are often defective; and as we do not 
owe them to ourſelves, we ought not 


Conflantia, 
I muſt entreat the Favour of a Word 


more on falſe Ambition, which you 


have not ſo clearly repreſented as the 


1 
Falſe Ambition, then, is the Vanity 
we aſſume in being what we are not, 


or What we conceive ourſelves to be, of 


our Birth, our Qualifications; it teaches 
us to deſpiſe others, and be wholly 


taken up with our own Perſons, to 
ſpeak in our own Praiſe ; to diſpute 
for the firſt Paſſage at departing out of 
a Chamber, to take the beſt Places, 


to covet a ſplendid Equipage, it makes 
us aſhamed of our Diſtreſs, and by our 


Endeavours to conceal it, expoſes us ſtill 


to greater Inconveniences and ridicu- 
Tous Abſurdities. 


Sachariſſa. 


Would you have us then ſubmit to 


One 


NC 
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one inferior to us, and ſuffer fach 4 an 


one to take Place of, or go before us ? 
Almeria, 
I ſhould undergo this Submiſſion 
without Reluctance. 
Conſtantia. 
That is very difficult however to a 
Woman of Spirit. 
Alneria. 
We have already ſeen that Courage 
(or Spirit as you call it) is above this 
Diſtinction, and is not the Point where- 
in it conſiſts. 
Sachariſſa. 1 
But would you have us behave alike 


to all Ranks and Conditions of People ? 


Almeria. 

1 would have you pay due Reve- 
rence to thoſe, Who, by their Birth, 
Fortune, Employment, or Age, claim 
a Superiority over us, and behave re- 
ſpectfully to our Equals, and with 
good Will and E to thoſe 


beneath us. 


Conſtantia. 
What! Muſt I be complaiſant to 


the Village-Clowns, or my own Do- 
meſticks 4 


Alme- 
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Almeria. 
Yes, doubtleſs ; we may bid an ho- 


neſt Countryman Good-Morrow, aſk 


him what News he hears, give him a 
patient Attention, and an obliging An- 


ſwer to what Queſtions he may alk in 
his Turn; and much in the ſame Man- 
ner we ſhould treat our Servants. 


Sachariſſa. „ 
When are we then to ſupport our 
Dignity? 1 
„3ͤöͤöͥẽ ð ꝙłk Ü 
I know- not that we are entitled to 
any ; our Youth places us below every 
Body. 2 5 | 
EE Conſtantia. EE 
Have we the leſs Claim to it for be- 


Almeria. 

No; but we owe Reſpect to Perſons 
advanced in Years; 'tis the Duty of Ce 
Youth to ſubmit, and obey; our he 
chearful Condeſcenſion, our good Ser- 
vices, and obliging Complaiſance, will 
procure us Eſteem, and our Birth will © *. 
never be once thought of, unleſs to re- 
proach us with, when we appear to 
act unworthy of it. 

DI A- 
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4 DIALOGUE VI. 

a UL Y-1 G. 

« Laura. 

1 A M overjoyed to find you, Ladies, 


as I have a Complaint to prefer a- 
gainſt Dorinda, for throwing away her 


ur Converſation on one who cannot rod 


Lying. 
Ro Melaſna. 5 
You mean Georgina, Tis very 


true, ſhe has Jong accuſtomed herſelf 
to it. 
Laura. 

For my Part, I ſhould eſteem her be- 
neath my Notice, if my Friends would 
expel her from their Company; as ſhe 
has already been obliged to leave her 


Country, becauſe none will vouchſafe 
her a Hearing. 


Carolina. | 
I ſhould like well enough to divert 
myſelf with her. 
Melaſina. 
| I could never divert myſelf with a 
. that is not to be believed. 


D | "INE 


F901 
3 Carolina. 78 4 
Our Converſation ſhould not always 
be of ſuch a ſerious Nature, as | to: require 
ſo Im Confidence. 
ocelina. 


True; for I am apt to think there are 


fe Lies innocent enough. 
„ Lana. | 

I can hardly believe it; and it is fo 
dangerous a Habit, and ſo difficult to 
_ confine within the Bounds of Innocence, 
if it be even poſſible, that I ſhould judge 
it much more prudent and Chriſtian-like, 

never to lye at all. 
=” Caliſta. 

To me, who am in Love with Truth, 
and have the greateſt Abhorrence of 
Lying, it would be much greater Satis- 
faction, if it was determined by all Par- 
ties never to tell a Lie on any Occaſion. 

Eudocia. 

"Rus if it was ſo agreed on, how would 
you be able to hve without ſome Lies, 
ſince there are a Thouſand authorized by 
Cuſtom. 

Laura. 
| But. thoſe who would maintain their 


Character, ſhould leave off this Cuſtom,” 


and endeavour to get the better of it 


by 


f 


78 


151 


by never making Uſe of the jſt Dif- 


yum: 
Chariclea, © T5 
What then would become of Com- 
würde te ? For there are Abundance of 


little Falſities employed in Civility, and 


Complaiſance can ama lubliſt without 


. them. 


Jocelina. 
Some are ſerviceable, and may pre- 


vent great Misfortunes. 


Carolina. | 
I beg Indulgence for thoſe of a nume 


Cali. 
I abſolutely prohibit all Sorts, 
Eudocia. | 
What, would you not tell a Lie to ſave 


rous Kind. 


the Life of a Friend ? 


Caliſta. 

1 ſhould however count it a great Mis- 
fortune to be reduced to ſuch a Neceſſity. 
| Carolina, 

I would tell a Lie by way of Excuſe. _ 

Laura. 
II I was tempted to tell a Lie, it ſhould 
never be with a View of Intereſt, and I 


1 en even take a Pleaſure in ſpeaking 


D 2 Truth, 


[52] 
Truth, tho' it might be inſtrumental to 
my Loſs. 
Eudocia, 
That's aſtoniſhing, really! And! muſt 


own, I ſhould not eaſily be e on 


to do ſo. 


Melaſa. 
By what has been ſaid, it appears there 


are more Liars in the World, than we 


e 
Caliſla. 
Wee ſuffer ourſelves to be led away by 
Ill Example, and by beginning with in- 


venting Fictions, we become by Degrees 


complcat Liars. 
Builbets 


What, Madam, won't you permit us 
to tell a Lie by way of Embelliſhment to 


our Narrative ? 
Caliſta. 


A continued Series of Falſchoods I 
would never conſent to, the moſt I can 


be brought to allow, is ſome few Exag- 
gerations. 
| Yocelina. 
As to Exaggerations, I defy you to 
hinder the Uſe of them, unleſs you alter 

our very Modes of Expreſſion; inſtead of 


ſaying, I bave not Ken you this Age, we 


muſt 


WF - 


Ceal their Defects ? 


[58] 
muſt ſay, I have not ſeen you. theſe tay 
Days; inſtead of I am tranſported with 
the "Happineſs of ſeeing you, we muſt ſay, 
Jam ndifferently glad to ſee you; inſtead 


of I am grieved at your Misfortune, we 


muſt ſometimes ſay, I am ſlightly affected 


204th it; and ſo of almoſt all Kinds « 


Compliments. 
| Melaſina. 

You are pleaſed to rally us, Madam ; 
But don't you think, if it is impoſlible to 
diſcourſe without theſe Exaggerations, we 
ſhould do well in ee as near to 


- Truth, as we can? 


ecelina, 

I agree to this, provided it doth not i 
impoſe too great a Reſtraint upon our 
Converſation, and render it inſipid, by 


| depriving it in a great Meaſure of its 


Graces. 
| Caroling. . 
I muſt beg the Favour of one e Word 


more upon this Head; permit me there- 


fore to propoſe a Query or two: Is it not 


lawful, Madam, to uſe ſerviceable Lies 
in the Behalf of our Friends, or to con- 


EY | 
1 think v we e ſhould ſpeak well of our 
D 3 F riends, 
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Friends, and even of thoſe who are not 


"wy whatever bad Qualities they may have. 


Chariclea. 
If they are accuſed, Are we not to take 
: ear Part ? : 
Caliſta. 


I would excuſe them as far as I rea- 
ſonably might venture to do; and as Cha- 


rity would oblige me to. entertain a fa- 
vourable Opinion of their Actions, or 
| Motives, I might be able to vindicate 


them without the Expence of a Lie. 
- Chariclea. 
But ſuppoſe the Nature of the Crime 


will admit of no Excuſe ? 


Caliſta. 
'J would then forbear to mention it. 
Tarolina. 


We muſt not, I find, expect any grert 


Indulgence from Caliſa, and her Ac- 


quaintance ſhould be particularly cau- 


tious of committing great Irregularities. 
| Melaina. 
Indeed, if we would practiſe her Max- 


ims, we muſt be condemned to a perpe- 


tual Silence. 
PFocelina. 


"= Þ dom know whether ſhe would not 
accuſe us of Lying, if we were to fay no- 
thing. Ca- 


[55 1 
Caliſta. | 
You have too much Senſe, 8 


not to know I. ſhould have ſufficient | 
Grounds for ſuch a Charge, -and that it * 
is a Lie of the moſt atrocious Kind, to be 1 
filent, when Truth is required to be re- A 
vealed. _ | —_ 
Guide 3 
You diſcourage me, Madam, and it wil 
will never be in my Power wholly to a- S | 
void Lying. | 150 ll 
 Charicla. | "ll 
| We muſt however arrive at this Per- 1 
fection, and no Pains onght to be ſpar'd i 
to avoid a Crime, when we know it to il 
be one. l 
| Carolina. _ | 
We muſt then de from Compli- . 
ments, which are but ſo many Lies. Ll 
Caliſta. i 


They are ſo generally conſidered. as L 
ſuch, and ſo univerſally uſed in the | 
| World, that they rarely impoſe upon, or 1 


deceive any Body; ſo that, in this Parti- i | 
cular, I would not heſitate much about i it. fil 
focelina. il 

Since you have granted us this Boon, x 

you will ſurely indulge us in the Embel- 0 

6 liſnment of an entertaining Narrative. A 

D 4 Ca- i 
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Caliſta. 

As Tales are no more apt to gain Cre- 
dit than Compliments, I leave you to your 
free Liberty in this Point alſo. 

Chbariclea. 

From what has been ſaid, I think we 
may deduce this Inference; that we 
ſhould never diſguiſe the Truth, that we 
ſhould always have it in View, and con- 
fine ourſelves to it with Pleaſure, even in 
the moſt indifferent Matters, that we 
ſhould never impoſe on the Credulity of 
any, and that we ſhould never tell any 
Lie, but what paſſes current in the World 


for ſuch, and that we take Delight only 


in ſpeaking the Dictates of our Hearts. 

np . 3 
Nothing is ſo beautiful as Truth; it 
will not only be productive of our future 


Happineſs, but renders us on Earth fit 


Members of Society. 


DI A- 
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DIALOGUE vn. 
On RESPECT. 


Euſebia. 


ſtand what 1 it means. 
Semanthe. 


Is it not wholly included 1 in the Word 


Benevolence ? 
Sabina. 


Every Body, Madam, has not ſo quick 


a Comprehenlion as yourſelf, to diſtin- 


guiſh it in that Light ; nor ſo much In- 
clination to practiſe it, if they had; 
Euſebia. 


'Tis true, indeed, young People have 


great Need of Information, and ſhould 


be particularly inſtructed ; and thoſe who 
have had greater Experience, are miſta- 


ken, if they judge of the Underſtandings 
of others by their own. 


Semanthe. 


ris a very bigotted Way of: Thinkiag, 


to imagine we can always conduct our- 
| = ” | lelves 


Wonder, ſo much as we have heard 
talk of Reſpect, that we have not yet 
had a particular Diſcourſe on that Head, 
in order. to make us thoroughly under- 
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ſelves by the Rules of Benevolence: I 


would fain be Ugh as one that would 
live in the World. IT, 

Euſebia, 
Well, Madam, we will confine our- 
ſelves to good Breeding; which however 


extends no farther, than to deal with o- 
thers only as we would have them deal 


wi us. 
Sabina. 


Let us endeavour to apply this Maxim | 


: particularly to ourſelves. 
Euſebig. 

It goes a great Way, and extends to 
all, it renders our Perſons agreeable, and 
our Lives eaſy. 

Semanthe. 

Can you think Life eaſy, when you 
are obliged to lay a continual Reſtraint 
upon your Tongue, for fear of giving 
Offence ? 

Euſebia. 

We ſhould end it much more tireſome, 
if we were to ſpeak all we think, and 
even always to prefer our own Inclina- 
tions, to the good Advice of our Friends. 

Semanthe. 

Why, will you ſuppoſe that our Wills 

run counter to our Friends? 


1 — 


EX. 
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Euſebia. 5 
They do not always; but we ſhould 
examine whether they 2 or no. 
Sabina. 


You reduce then all our Reſpect to 


Complaiſance and Submiſſion ? 

32555 Eu ſebia. 

They are in a great Meaſure requiſite, 
but Reſpect has a very extenſive Import. 
It were endleſs to ſpecify in what Parti- 


culars we ſhould practiſe it, as it is very 


certain we ſhould never be without it, 
Semantbe. 
Ves, where our Acquaintance are fan- 


taſtical; But won't you allow that we 
have not ſo great Occaſion for it with 


reaſonable People © ? 
Euſebia. 
'Tis very true ; thoſe who know them- 
ſelves, will not exact ſo much of it; 


however, we can't wholly diſpenſe with 
it; for all Tempers are not alike, and we 


muſt ſtrive to ſuit out own, to thoſe we 


meet with; and inſtead of conſulting 
our own Humours, we muſt conform to 


thoſe of others. 
| Semanthe. 
/ Reaſonable People have no Humours. 
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Sabina. 
Few are without Humours ; for 1 be- 
lieve that is impoſſible either more or leſs. 
| Euſebia. 15 
We may have Humours, without be- 


as well as our Joys; and Reſpect will 
ſuit itſelf to every Diſpoſition, 
Semanthe. 
We ſpent the Day yeſterday at Eibe. 
lita's; let us repeat what paſſed there, 
and ſee if none of the Company failed 
in Point of Reſpect. 
 Euſebia. | 
Yes, indeed, ſome were greatly want- 
ing, and I muſt confeſs they put me in 
Pain for them. 
Sabina. 
The Lady that told the Story ſeemed 
to be much oftended, that none gave 
_ Antention to her. 
Semantbe. 
Her Narrative was ſo tedious and tri- 


Euſebia. 
We need no great Complaiſance to 


nevertheleſs afford a patient Hearing, tho' 
the Diſcourle be tireſome, 
Se matt 


ing ill-natur'd, we have our Vexations, 


fling, that it was not worth liſtening to. 


attend to what pleaſes us; but we ſhould 


[ 6: ] 
Semanthe. 


I faid nothing, my ers aps were 
otherwiſe employed. 


Euſebia. 


She took Notice of! it, and it was that 


which moſt diſpleaſed her. 


Sabina. 


Would you have us give Attention to 


a Subject we diſapprove ? 
Eufebia. 


'Tis this Attention that I call Reſped, : 
Good- breeding, Complaiſance ; and, if 1 
may venture to give it that Name before 


Semanthe, Charity. 


Semanthe. 


Would you have prevented our inter- : 
rupting that wretched Lutaniſt, who al- 


molt plagued us to Death with her un- 
{ſkilful Diſcord ? 


Eufebia. 
In this all the Company wanted Re- 
ſpect. The Miſtreſs of the Houſe ſhould 


have politely diſmiſſed the Muſician, and 


you ſhould have concealed your nn 
Sabina. 
We had much better ſtay at Home in 


Quiet, than go abroad to meet with ſo 


many: Inconveniencies. 


Euſe- 
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Eesti. 


Our very Quiet is ſometimes trouble- 


ſome; we were formed for Society, and 
cannot ſupport Solitude a n while to- 
gether. 
Semantbe. 

Did not you obſerve two Ladies that 
were continually whiſpering ? 
Sabina. 
Ves, and theſe are in my Opinion 
Strangers to good Manners ; but what 1 
don't rightly underſtand, is that t'other 
Day, I heard one cenſure thoſe who 
amuſe themſelves with talking at the Play- 
houſe, which is a public Place, where 


we pay our Rs and are obliged to 


W N 
| Enſthia 


We ſhould however give Attention to 


the Play, and not diſturb the Actors, 
Semanthe. 
They are paid for their Trouble, What 
would they require more ? 
 Euſebta. 
Attention and Applauſe. If you were 
reading a Poem, would you be pleaſed, 


if your Acquaintance refuſed to hear you? 


This Indulgence then you ſhould vouch- 
ſafe to others, if you expect it yourſelf. 
Seman- 
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Semanthe. 
Be kind enough to make us eaſy once 
in our Lives, and let us enjoy at leaſt « one 
Day without Conſtraint. 
Euſebia. 

Live by yourſelf then, I know no other 
Remedy. But, Madam, all have not 
ſuch a Spirit of Contradiction, as to take 
a Diſtaſte againſt the Pleaſures of others: 
Some love Verſes, others Muſick, others 
walking abroad ; but indeed, few Things 1 
go exactly as we would have them, and Il. 
it is for this Reaſon we ſhould behave ll 
- if with Complaiſance, left we give Offence, | 

44 Sabina. 1 

| Suppoſe you were invited to- Dinner S 
BF to-morrow, a ſlight Inconvenience may 1 
perhaps attend your going, Reſpect how- — 
Y ever, to the Lady that aſks you, will in- "1 
duce you to accept the Invitation,” to 1 
prevent her being affronted. = | 

t ä Euſebia. | 1 
Examples of this Kind are infinite, j 
we ſhould entertain Reſpect even for our 1 


* 


„ A{ReOaS.. . 


C Servants. | j 
is Semnanthy. I N 
With Regard to theſe, I am ſure Re- | 
ſpect is due from them to n not from — 
; us do hem: HD i | 1 
» 2911 | Rube | 
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Euſebia. 


Your Service would be inſupportable, Com 
if you have no Reſpect: For we ſhould | moſt 
indulge them as much as we can, not- leaſt 


NOTE they are in our Power. 
Semantbe. 8 3 
I can never be perſuaded that I am o—- 
Vliged to conſult the Eaſe of my Footman. 
e EE. 
What, you would ſend him from one 
End of the Town to the other, without 
letting him know what he is to do at one 
Place, before he goes to another? 
SGrlabina. 

A Perſon of any Thought, will ſhew 

Nerd to their very Horſes. 
Euſebia. 

For certain, it is great Pity our Inte- 
reſt ſhould be ſo univerſally preferred 
to Charity; Semantbe, excuſe the Ex- 
preſſion. HT 

Semantbe. 

1 find then we muſt take our Leaves 

without the Secret of living uncontroul d. 


Euſel ia. 4 

Your Search to this Effect will be to . 
no Purpoſe: We have all of us our Hu- 

mours and Imperfections; we muſt; if Ia 

we will live peaceably, indulge-each o- we 


ther 


£01 
ther in our Turn; and the moſt amiable 
Companions are thoſe who behave with 
moſt Reſpect to others, and require the 
leaſt Share of 1 it themſelves. 


PI Fe 


. : 


DIALOGUE IX. 
On the four CarDinar VIRTUES; 


Urania. 
N order to endue us with a Capacity 


for entering into a rational Converſa- 
tion, I think it would not be improper to 


make the Cardinal Virtues the Subject of 


this Day's Converſation, and under each 


of theſe Characters, to Tue as F ancy 
ſhall ſuggeſt. 


Hilaria. 
Agreed, let me for once aſſume the Part | 
of Juſtice. | 
Urania. 
And T'll take that of Fortitude, 
L Jfabella. 
And I Prudence. 
Franciſca. 


You have not left me any Choice, but 


I am contented with my Lot, and very 
well ſatisfied to repreſent Temperance. : 


Juſtice, 


lice. 

I don't believe any of you can pretend 
to rival me: Nothing is ſo amiable as 
Juſtice; ſhe has always Truth on her 
Side, ſhe judges without Prejudice, ſhe 

every one in their real Light, ſhe can 
condemn her Friends, and give her Ene- 
mies their Due ; ſhe paſſes Sentence a- 
gainſt herſeif, and approves wy what is 
truly eſtimable. 

Fertitude. 

All this is very true, but you ſtand in 
Need of my Aſſiſtance, and unleſs I was 


to ſupport you, you would ſoon grow 


| wound 
Fuſtice. 
Why ſhould 1 grow weary ? 
Fortitude. 


Becauſe your Aſpect is ſevere, you 
often give Offence, are eſteemed by very 
few, you are an Object of Terror, and it 
requires an uncommon Share of Merit to 
conform to your Sentiments. 

Prudence. 

It is my Province to guide her Steps, 
to prevent her Precipitation, to teach her 
to weigh well the Cauſe in Hand ; and 
you would both of you ruin all without 
: my — 

Yuſtice 


to 
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uftice. 
+l it not requiſite to be always juſt? 
Prudence. 

Ves, but not to be always ſeated on the 
Tribunal of ſtrict Juſtice; we ſhould 
conſider Things according to their Cir- 
cumſtances. 

Furtitude. 

Vou may indeed do ſome Service to 

Juſtice, but I am neceſſary to you; you 


may be more properly ſaid to retain Juſ- 


tice, than to put her in Action, unleſs 
you both enjoy the Benefit of my Aſſiſt- 
ara | 

Rice. 


5 POM t under you: What, can't 
1 without your Help ſec that my Friend 


is to blame, and that my Enemy 1 is in the 
5 
Fortitude. 


No, you ſee it is of your own Accord; 


but without me you dare not ſay fo, for 
Affection would make you fearful of of- 
tending your Friend. 
| uſtice. 
"Tis ſufficient that I find the Cauſe ONS 
to be able to maintain it. 
cr EIS 17, c 
Yes, if you take me along with you 


in . 
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in the Deciſion ; but you ſhut your Eyes 
that you may not ſee me: You impute 
to Juſtice, what belongs to Fortitude, 
and herein you act unjuſt. 
Temperance. ö 
I am ſurprized, Ladies, to ſce that! you 
all think me of no Conſequence, and 
that I am quite unſerviceable to you, be- 
cauſe 1 have hitherto held my Tongue. 
Prudence. 
Do you pretend to aſſume any Prero- 
gative 15 4 
7 emperance.. 5 
I pretend fo great a one, that! defie you 
all three to leave me out of your COS 
Fortitude. 


And pray, what Good can 8 5 with 


your pacific Diſpoſition? 
Temperance. 
1 prevent your putting all the World 
in Confuſion, 
Juſtice. 
Wherein are you uſeful to me! >; 
emperance. 


I moderate your _ oftentimes 
harſh and diſagreeable. 


Prudence. 


I can't imagine you have any Preten- 
ſions to lerve i me. 


em- 


[9] 
© Temperance. | 
I reſolve all your Doubts, and put a 
Stop to your Raſhneſs, which would fre- 
quently carry you beyond Bounds. 
Portitude. 


By what you fay, you carry the S0 


from us all. 


Temperance. 

Without Doubt you would all proceed 
to great Extremes, if I did not interfere ; 
'tis I that fix the Limits of all Things, 
and determine the Medium ſo requilite, 
and ſo difficult to find, and prevent Per- 
ſons from running to Exceſs. 

| Prince. 

I have always looked upon you as averſc 

to Gluttony, and nothing farther. 
Temperance, 
It is for Want of a better Acquain- 


tance with me: J do indeed aboliſh all 


Gluttony and Luxury, and I indulge no 
Paſſion; I not only reſiſt every Evil, but 
am likewiſe the Standard of Good : 
Without me, Juſtice would be inſup- 
portable to the Frailty of Mankind, Forti- 
tude would drive them to Deſpair, Pru- 
dence would often prevent our determi- 
ning on the right Side, and make us em- 


prope. our whole Trane in deliberating, 


wich- 


_ — _ 
—— — IR — - 
— ener ————  ——— wgy — 2 —— 
— 
— wg yo nt 5 
— 2 - 7 = — — 
p — — 
— r — — 
* N 
= 9 — 22 p - _ 
n . £ 


— ne end 


— 
— 


— — — 
N — 
r 


PRES 


g - : 2 — a 
te — 2 I ERA ESE — 
* — 8 — — > — nad 


— 
= es — ns —— — 
2 2 


L 70] 
without coming to an Iſſue; but by m 
Aid, Juſtice is enabled to act with Dit 
cretion, Fortitude is tempered with Mo- 
deration, Prudence ad moniſhes, without 
weakening her Influence, and keeps a 
regular Pace, neither too faſt, nor too 
ſlow; in a Word, I am the Bar to all 
manner of Exceſs, 
| Tuſutice, 
I am aſtoniſhed at what you have "EPL 
But will you not allow that Wiſdom goes 
Waves you? 

Temperance. 

You can beſt anſwer that Queſtion 
yourſelf ; for you are not ignorant that 
Wiſdom cannot exiſt without Sobriety. 
Vou need make no farther Enquiries, 
Ladies, for without me no Good can be 
accompliſhed. 

Prudence. 

Can we not at leaſt aca our Health 

without you? 
Temperance. 

With great Difficulty: Tis in my 
Power to moderate Zeal when too vio- 
violent, ſevere, and indiſcreet; 


pointed to mark out ſuch a Conduct, as 
may prevent Perſons running to Ex- 
tremes, to regulate the Bounds of Fru- 


gality, 


Jam ap- 


gality, and Liberality, to fix the Times 
of Prayer and of Pennance, of Medita- 
tion, and of giving Alms ; I abridge Ex- 
Hortations, Sermons, and Self-Examina- 


tion; in fact, I govern all the unbrid- 7 


ne Deſires of the World. 
Juſti ce. 


' You have a deal of Buſineſs on your 
Hands. 


Temperance. 


My Character, however, enables me 
to undergo it without Fatigue, and to 
diſcharge my Truſt with Content and 


Reſignation. 
Fortitude. 


This imports, that we have all Occa- 
ſion for you, Pray do you never want the 


Aſſiſtance of any one? 
Temperance. 
No, I ſubſiſt entirely by myſelf. 
Fortitude. 


Is it impoſſible to be too temperate ? 


Temperance. 


That would be to have no T empe- 
Trance at all; for ſhe can neither be poſ- 
ſeſſed of one Extreme nor the other; nei- 


ther too much, nor too little 
4. Prudence. 


"You put me out of Conceit with 


e 
my own Condition, and make me en- 
vious of yours. 
Temperance. Too” 
That is becauſe you entertain too high 
an Opinion of yourſelf; however, you 


are all ineſtimably valuable; Can any 


Thing be more amiable than Juſtice, 
always founded on Truth, incapable of 


Prejudice, incorruptible, diſintereſted, 


and judging even its own Actions by 

the Rules of Impartiality ? 

| . uſtice. 

Pet with all theſe good Qualities, you 
ſay that I am hated. 


Temperance. 


The Reaſon of this is, becauſe you 


don't flatter, and the World is fond of 
Flattery. „ 
5 Fortitude. 


And l, you ſay, ſhould ruin all without 


your Interpoſition. 
= Temperance. 

Yes, but in Conjunction with me, 
you may do Miracles: You animate all 
the Virtues ; you purſue all your Under- 
takings to the final Iſſue, and are never 
" weary«- <a 
i Prudence. 
And Lonly deliberate. 


8 Tem- 


73 ] 
Temperance. 
You know how to chuſe the proper 
Time and Seaſon for every Thing, are 
very uſeful, you foreſee Inconveniencies; 
you take ſuitable Meaſures according to 
the Reſult of your Determination, and 
are abſolutely neceſſary, provided you 
take me for your Guide, to defend you 
from the Perils of Exceſs, and the Ha- 
zards of Extremity, 
 ÞPoriitude. 


You are willing I ſee, to adminiſter 


Conſolation to us, but indeed we mult 
own our Characters are far inferior to 
yours. L 
; Temperance. 

What ſhould I be without you ? Em- 
ployed alone, and oftentimes in vain to 
prevent the Exceſſes and regulate the Paſ- 


fions of Mankind: It is my Ambition to 


be of Uſe in * the Virtues. 
Fortitude. 


Are we ſtil'd Virtues, while we need 


your Aid, to guard us from Extremity ? 
Virtue always knows the true Medium. 
. Temperance.. 
Tis I that point out this Medium; I 


don't ſay that you would be guilty of any 


great 
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great Enormities, but that you often 
might be apt to go too far, 
Fuſtice, 
Can I be too juſt ? 
Temperance. 


No, but you might too often give 


Judgment, and by that Means become 
tireſome to every Body; and Fortitude 
joined to the Severity of rags would 
render it ſtill a greater Burthen. 
Prudence. 
I could remedy this Inconvenience. 
Temperance. 


You would often perplex them : Our 
mutual Aid is neceſſary to each other. 


Let us then agree to live well together, 
and void of Envy, let us enter into a 


League againſt the Corruption of the 
World, ſtronger and more powerful than 


all the Virtues put together, without the 
Aſſiſtance of divine Grace. 


DIALOGUE * 
On DRESS. 
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HAT Pains are taken to make 
us hate, or at leaſt neglect the 
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Advantages of Dreſs ! Is there any Thing 
more natural than to be fond of them? 
Amanda. 


And after all, can any Thing be more 
innocent? 


Laetitia. 


They are for placing old Heads upon 
young Shoulders. 


Lauriana, 
That's becauſe they know the ill Con- 
ſequence of ſuch a Propenſity, _ 
Amanaa. 
Such a Propenſity, Madam; leaves us 
as we advance in Years. 


Lauriana. 


| Who told: you ſo? 
8 


We ſee it every Day, thoſe who have 
paſſed the Prime of their Days leave off 
Dreſs. 
| Lauriana. 

That's only becauſe you have an Op- 
portunity of ſeeing few but Women of 
Senſe; but you are miſtaken, if you think 
a Taſte for Dreſs is only the Effect of 
Youth ; it makes a more laſting Impreſ- 
ſion on the Mind than you imagine, it 
continues a great while, and is the moſt 

univerſal Foible of our Sex in general. 


E 2 Cyn= 


L991 
Cynthia, 
And the moſt excuſable one. 
Olympia. 
But what would they have of us? 


Muſt we put on Sackcloth ? Why, pray 


may we not dreſs as becomes our Age and 
Station? 
Harriet. 
"Tis the greateſt Pleaſure I propoſe 
to * in quitting this Place. 
Latina, 
1 muſt confeſs 1 don't ſee any in Con- 
ſequences liable to proceed from Dreſs. 
Lauriana. 


They are infinite; it may coſt us our 


Reputation and Fortunes. 

Laetitia. 
Jou muſt have a good deal of Elo- 
quence, to perſuade me ſo trifling an Af- 
fair can be attended with ſuch ſerious 
Conſequences. 

Lauriana. 

I ſhall not employ any Arguments to 
perſuade you, of which I am not entirely 
Miſtreſs, but ſhall convince you by good 
and ſolid Reaſons. 

Amanda. 
"Tis a Trifle not worthy Diſputatian ; 


we are ung, are fond of ourſelves, we 
would 


1993 
would appear decent, we ſee others gay, 
and like to be ſo too: And where is 
the mighty Harm in all this? 

Cynthia, 


Is it a Crime to prefer a Roſe-coloured 
Ribband to a black one ? 


Harriot. 


Lauriana would have us wear nothing 
but the Habit of Saint Cyr. 
Narciſſa. 

And ſo be pointed at by all the World 

for the Singularity of our Garb 
Lauriana. 

The Habit of Saint Cyr will do us Ho- 
nour where ever we go; and will be a 
continual Proof of our Nobility, and that's 
a Point regarded by every one. 

Latitia. 

But pray tell us now the terrible Evils 
to which this Taſte for Dreſs may ex- 
poſe us. 

Lauriana. 

Why do you dreſs yourſelf? And who 

do you ſtudy to pleaſe by ſo doing? 


Cynthia. 
Myſelf, 
Lauriana.. 
That! is indeed the moſt innocent Mo- 
tive, here is no Fault but Self-Love; 
E 3 but 
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but this is not all: If you took Delight 
in dreſſing for the Honour of Saint Cyr, 
I would freely conſent to it; but you carry 
this Taſte with you every where ; ; It may 
therefore be thought you deſign to pleaſe 

ſomebody elſe; this may be the Caſe; and 
hereby your Reputation i is endangered. 

Lætitia. 


We muſt needs then appear ſluttiſh, if 


we would procure Eſteem ? 
 Lauriana. 

We ſhould never be fluttiſh ; but a 
young Lady that prefers Neatneſs to a 


gaudy Dreſs, tells the World, without 
ſpeaking, that ſhe is ſtudious to pleaſe no 
- particular Perſon, and reſolved to be wile. 


Amanda. 


And conſequently, when I dreſs my- 


ſelf out, I proclaim my own Deſtruction ! 
Lauriana. 
3 hat is indeed the Way to it. 
Latina. 


But according to your Notion then, all 


Women will be ruined, for there are 
none but what indulge this Gratification, 
Lauriana. 

It is not our Taſte that will ruin us, 
but our extreme Devotion to it. 


Cynthia, 


all 


to 
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Cynthia. 
Ws muſt then reſtrain ourſelves in this 


Particular. 


Amanda. 

I know not any Place where we are 

allowed to purſue our Inclinations. 
Latta. 

| I have notwithſtanding a great Fancy 

to indulge mine. 

Olympia. 

I never mind what they are always put- 

ay in our Heads on this Subject. 
Tauriana. 

The Delight you take in Dreſs, is no- 

thing at preſent. "Tis an Effect of that 


Vanity we are all born with; you have 


now no ill Deſigns, no Artifice in your 


| Gaiety ; but unleſs you endeavour to get 
the better of it, if you won't confent to 
give it up, and believe the Experience of 


others, depend upon it, Ladies, it may 
Joſe you your Reputations, your For- 
tunes, and your Souls. 


Amanda. 
Is it poſſible that a natural Propenſity 


chat you yourſelf have found an Excuſe 
for, and repreſented as harmleſs at pre- 


ſent, can occaſion ſo many Misfortunes; 
„„ and 
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and do you not exaggerate a little in what 
you have ſaid ? 

Cynthia. 

The Lady would only frighten 1 us out 
of our Gatety. 

Harriot. 

I can never believe we need be in fear 
of Damnation, for Wearing: a Ribband 
we have a Mind to. 

Lauriana. 
Our Inclinations are our Ruin : When 
we don't oppoſe them, they hurry us in- 
to Dangers we have no Miſtruſt of; we 
dreſs now with no other View, than Self- 
Satisfaction: We find young Men praiſe 
us, we are pleaſed with their Commen- 
dations, we dreſs ourſelves to pleaſure the 
Man who praiſes us moſt; he perceives 


it, finds our Foible, takes Advantage of 


it; we engage our Ow and our Re- 
putation is loſt, 
Amanda, 
This is really a frightful Picture : Will 


you be fo kind as to explain to us, how 


we are ruined with pet to our worldly 
| Concerns * 
Lauriana. 


We begin with a Ribband we take a 


Liking tO 3 from that, v we want more; 
. we 


>a Ga 1 E © <p 


1 
we then muſt have a Suit of Cloaths, 
and thence we covet more of various 
Kinds ; they pleaſe us while they are 
new, but we take a Diſlike to them 
when we ſee others have finer or richer 
than ourſelves; theſe we muſt poſſeſs 
alſo, but know not how to purchaſe 
them; to this End we borrow Money, 
we heap Debts upon Debts, and are un- 
able to pay them ; fo that what begun 
with a ſingle Ribband, will end at laſt 
in obliging us to ſell our Eſtate, and we 
are at once involved in irrecoverable Ruin. 
Letitia. 
You will ſoon make us afraid of Dreſs. 
Olympia. 1 

G0 on, Madam, if you pleaſe, and let 

us ſee how we endanger our Souls. 
Lauriana, 
' You ſee it yourſelf : By your Injuſtice 
you borrow what you are not able to 
pay, and involve whole Families in Ruin: 
J have ſeen great Numbers reduced to 
aſk Alms, and knew very well the Per- 
ſons that brought them to it; and indeed 
the Caſe as I have repreſented it, is but 
too general. 
Ananda. | 

But Dreſs is only the Entertainment of 


E 5 our 
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our Youth, and doth not laſt long * 
to occaſion ſo many Diſorders. 
Lauriana. 

This Inclination doth not leave us as 
we grow in Years, unleſs our Reaſon get 
the better of it. 

Cynthia. „ 

An old Woman dreſſed out would 
make a very ridiculous Appearance. 
Lauriana. 

That is another Inconvenience attend- 

ing Dreſs, but I was willing to demon- 
ſtrate thoſe of more Importance. 
Harriot. 

I think it a Matter of Importance e- 
nough to avoid being an Object of Ridi- 
cule. 

Lauriana. 
Dio not then indulge Extravagance in 
Dreſs, for 'tis a Folly that admits of no 
Moderation, and will be as apt as any 
Thing to ſubject you to Raillery. 
Latilia. | 
Pou will reduce us ſhortly to Sack- 
cloth and Aſhes, 5 
Lauriana. 
May it pleaſe God to reduce you to 
Propriety, Simplicity, and Modeſty, "= | 
et 
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let the World ſee you can dreſs betet if 
you pleaſe. - 

Olympia. | | 

Is there as much Applauſe to be ex- 
pected for thoſe who do not dreſs, as 
there is Blame for thoſe who dreſs extra- 
vagantly ? 
| Louriana. 

As there is nothing more prevailing | 
than this falſe Taſte, there is nothing in 
greater Eſteem among our Sex, than to 

be above indulging ſuch a Weakneſs: A 
Conduct, which at the fame Time ſhews, 
that we have no Deſire to pleaſe any 
Perſon in particular, that we regard our 
Reputation, and are poſſeſſed of a truly 
elevated Spirit, and Noblenef of Soul, 

Cynthia, „ 

You have greatly ediſied us, Madam, 
and I did not think you could ſo well have 
ſupported the Maxims you advanced, 

Amanda. 


How happy ale we to * ſo caſily con- 
vinced! 


Narciſſa. 


And how rejoiced am I to put an End 
to this Converſation! 
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D AL OG UE X. 
On INDISCRET I ON. 


Violetta. 
AM juſt come from a Place where 
1 have ſuffered great Uneaſineſs: 


There chanced to be in Company a very 


worthy Man, who had the Misfortune to 
be crooked ; a young Lady was impru- 
dent enough, in his Preſence, to deſcant 
on the Advantages of a graceful Mien : 


| We made Signs, and did all we could to 
make her ſenſible of the Perplexity 
which ſhe had drawn on this innocent 


Perſon, and to induce her to change the 
Topic of Diſcourſe ; but ſhe, notwith- 
ſtanding, was determined to continue it, 


and harangued at length, on the Impru- 


dence of Cripples, who appear abroad in 
the World: I took my Leave as tho- 


roughly mortified, as he could be, for 


whom I underwent the Anxiety. 


Julia. 
What ſtrange Indiſcretion ! 


 Mellora. 
Such a Perſon as this cannot be enough | 


1 25 avoided. 


Sophia, 
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Sophia. 
5 one hath not ſuch viſible Defects: 
Lucinda. 

When we are indiſcreet, Madam, we 
always give Uneaſineſs, and are ſeldom 
contented with reflecting on Deformity. 

Sophia. 

We know very well there are Defects 
as viſible as this: But are we not ſafe 
when our Perſons are no ways remark- 
able? 

5 Lucinda. 

And who is there, but has ſome Mis- 
fortune or other, that requires to be 
handled tenderly, and with Diſcretion ? 
And if theſe are not ſo viſible, we are 
not however the leſs ſenſible of them. 

Arabella. N 

We do not always do Juſtice to our- 
ſelves, Madam: The Imperfections of 
the Mind are not ſo perceivable, as thoſe 
of the Body; we do not diſcern them ſo 
clearly, we do not ſo willingly acknow- 
ledge them, and do not give ourſelves ſo 
much Concern about them. 

LCL.ucinda. 

Alas! Madam, If you know the Per- 
ſon the Lady ſpeaks of, as well as I do, 

you would find that ſhe never opens her 


Lips, 
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Lips, but ſhe affronts and alarms ſome- 
body or other. 


 Melliera. 


Society. 5 : 
ucinda. 


That would be a very good Thing; in 


order to live in Tranquility, we muſt get 
rid of her Company, but Indiſcretion 3s 
more univerſal than you imagine, 


Julia. 


But I am of Sophia's Opinion, and 


think thoſe that have a tolerable Perſon, 
have nothing to fear from Cenſure. 


Lucinda. 


Do you imagine then, Madam, that 


Indiſcretion proceeds no farther than 
mentioning a Defect before the Perſon 
that labours under it, and do you make 


nothing of the Importunity of Indiſcre- 
tion ? 


222 Ira. 


„pe to us the Nature of Indiſcretion. 


Lucinda. 
I am unable to perform the Taſk you 
have enjoined me, for Definitions, you 
know as well as myſelf, ſhould be conciſe, 


and I think I could employ a whole 


Hour in deſcribing this Weakneſs, 


She ſhould be expelled from all nan 


Vio- | 


£« +a wo aca fas" 
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Violetta. 
I can't but regret, Madam, that it is 
not as much in my Power to deſcribe it 
as it is in your's: For after what I have ſeen 


to-Day, I could rail againſt it with Plea- 
ſure. 


Mellicra. 5 
The Lady muſt needs oblige us with 


the Deſcription, in order that we may 
avoid it. 


5 Lucinda. 4 

Indiſcretion is the Bane of Society: Ts 
always offenſive, and univerſally pre- 
vailing; we are guilty of it every Hour, at 

all Times, and in all Sorts of Company; 
it diſpleaſes without any Intention of ſo 
doing, it enters into our Thoughts un- 
ſeaſonably, and is uttered unawares, tis 
ever talking of itſelf, it loſes its Aim, it 
liſtens to what it would rather not hear, 
and doth not hear what it is deſirous of 
knowing, it rails at Deformity, before 
the Deformed, attacks Poverty, before 
thoſe under the Frowns of F ortune, de- 
claims againſt Meanneſs of Birth, in the 
Preſence of thoſe who want the Advan- 
tage of an illuſtrious Pedigree, it turns 
old. Age into Ridicule, to the Mottifica- 
tion of thoſe advanced in Years; in a 


Word, . 
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it ſhould be ſilent. . 
Arabella. 


ridiculous, as the Picture you have juſt 
ſet to View, and I know of nothing ſo 
| odious as Indiſcretion. 

Julia. 

I am of Opinion there is no Fault ſo 
inexcuſeable, and Diſcretion muſt needs 
3 the greateſt of Virtues. 

TLucinda. 


I believe there may be more eſſential 


| ones, tho' I know of none in ſuch fre- 
quent Uſe. 
= Aliiars.. 


. need of it every Moment. 
„ . 


with our moſt intimate Acquaintance, 

from whom we fear no Cenſure, and to 

whom we ſpeak our real Sentiments. 
Lucinda. 


to be uſed towards thoſe you ſpeak of, 
for we ſhould treat our Friends with Re- 


ſpect, behave circumſpectly before them, 
find fit Opportunities for Freedom of 


Con- 


Word, it ſpeaks on all N when 


4. Madam, there is nothing ſo 


4 You are in the right, for we ſtand in 


We can never diſpenſe with it, except 


Diſcretion, Madam, is even neceſſary 


t 


A 
C 


1 
Converſation, be tender of their Reputa- 
tions, be often blind to their Foibles ; 
and theſe nice Regulations are entirely un- 
der the Guidance of Diſcretion. 
Niioletta. 
I eſteem it Violation of the Laws of 
Friendſhip, to uſe Artifice towards the 
Perſons I love, and diſguiſe from them 
the Thoughts of my Heart. | 
Lucinda. | 

You will injure Friendſhip in a much 
greater Manner, if you don't uſe Arti- 
fice with Diſcretion, for our Nature is 
too imperfect and defective of itſelf, not 
to need ſometimes the Aſſiſtance of Art, 

bo Arabella. 

I acquieſce in your Opinion, and muſt 
acknowledge I did not conſider Diſcre- 
tion till now, in the Light you have 
placed her; and I am quite pleaſed with 
your Manner of diſcuſſing this Topic. 

TLucinda. 

Diſcretion is indeed admirable; it 
teaches us the Government of our 
Tongue, prevents our ſpeaking too 
abruptly, it fixes our Attention upon 

others, forbids our diſcourſing of our own 
Perſons, our Birth, our good or ill For- 

tune, or any Buſineſs relative to ourſelves; 
| guided 
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guided by her we never give Uneaſineſs, 


but frequently Pleaſure ; but I fear, La- 
dies, I ſhew my Want of it at this In- 
ſtant, by engroſſing ſo long your Atten- 


tion. 5 
Moellicra. e 
No, Madam, that you can never want; 


our only Deſire is to be inſtructed, and 


all that you have ſaid, has a moſt fit 


Tendency to this uſetul Purpoſe ; let me 


beg the Favour of you to proceed. 
PO Os 


I don't pretend to greater Abilities 
than yourſelves, Ladies, and perhaps 'tis 
owing to Intereſt and Selt-Love, that I 
attack a Folly, of which none has ſo 


large a Share as myſelf; but ſince you 
are willing we ſhould edify each other, 
let us endeavour to acquire a due Portion 


of Diſcretion ; we ſhall find its Value in 


every Thing, even in our very Virtues ; 


"tis the Part of Diſcretion to regulate even 


them, for we ſhould not always be ſe- 


rious, we ſhould not always be exerciſed 
in the Practice of Devotion, nor in al- 
ways talking about it; and indeed, Diſ- 
cretion only ſhould be the continual Ob- 


ject of our Employment. | 
; Nio- 


"©0831 


Violelta. 


I no longer regret my Sufferings upon 


Account of the indiſcreet Lady, ſince the 
Adventure gave Riſe to a Conſideration, 


from whence we have al] the greateſt 


Reaſon to expect Improvement and Sa- 
tisfaction. 


N. B. Tn the Gel here follows 
a Dialogue on Order; but as it chifly 
treats of paſſing the Carnaval in France, 


and conſequently of very little Uſe to Engliſh 


| Readers, I have taken the Liberty to o- 


mit it. 


— 
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DIALOGUE XII. 
on COURAGE. 


es. Aft 


Clarif, | 
AM quite tired of being teized conti- 


be properly informed wherein it conſiſts. 
Sophronia. 
Courage i is the Act (if I may ſo call it) 
of avoiding the Impulſe of Fear, and 
this Kind of Merit 1 is not a proper ay 
ute 


nually about Courage, and would fain 
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bute of our Sex, who ſhould have due 


Allowance made to their Timidity, in 
being afraid of Spirits, Thunder, and 


all manner of alarming Incidents. 
Lucilla. 


Whether 'tis excuſeable or no, it is 


not in my Power to avoid it. 
Clarinda. 
Tis certain that Courage is oppoſed to 


Fear ; but there is more than one Sort of 
_ and it is not that which inſpires a 
Love of War, and makes Heroes endanger 
their Lives, that is expedient for us; as 
to thoſe little Weakneſſes recited by So- 
pbronta, I wiſh with ail my Heart 1 could 


diveſt myſelf of them. 
Lucilla. 


And how would you get rid of them ? 


Clarinda. 
By reſolving betimes to oppoſe their 


Influence, for theſe Foibles which we 


acquire in our Youth, and which we 
then think become us, grow into Dit- 


eaſes, which, as we grow up, give us 


great Pain, and are not eaſily remedied : 
I have ſeen Perſons who have occaſioned 


great Perplexities, by giving Way to ſuch 
Aa dangerous Fufillanimity. Fu 
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_ Clariſſa. 


Nothing appears to me more Excuſe- 


able. 
Corinna. 
We have Foibles enough, that require 
a favourable Indulgence, without having 
voluntary Ills to guard againſt. 
Clariſſa. 


Let us at preſent confine ourſelyes to 


Courage. 
Clarinda. 


I am pretty ſure Corinna needs leſs 
Inſtruction in this Particular, chan any 


of us. 
Corinna. 


fi it be really ſo, 'tis owing to the free 


quent Attention to the Lady that makes 

this Aﬀertion, and to the Benefit I have 
reap'd from her Inſtructions. 

Lucilla. 

Be that as it will, Madam, pleaſe to 


| favour us with a Repetition of what you 


have learn'd concerning Courage. 
Corinna, 
1 have been told that Courage conſiſts 


in ſurmounting the Difficulties which oc- 
cur either in ourſelves or others, and in 
the Accompliſhment of our Undertakings 


without being diſheartened, | 
 Lucilla, 


— — — 
_ , — — —— eoous 
: * 


[ 94 ] 

Lucilla. 
And what mighty Undertakings can 
we engage in here, where we have no- 


thing to do but to obey and be dana 
to. our Orders? 


Clarinda. | | 
Courage is even neceſſary to both theſe 


ann 


Cllariſſa. 
We are all of us poſſeſſed of it then, 


ſince we ſee none among us that neglect 


the Duties of the Place. 


Corinna. 
There is a deal of Difference then, 
Madam, between merely doing anyThing, 
and doing it as we ought: There are 


few Soldiers that neglect going to the 
Field ; but ſome go thither with an Ar- 


dour of Impatience, and others like a 
Bear to the Stake. 


Lucilla. 
This Compariſon gives me perfect Sa- 
tisfaction, and makes me ſenſible that 
there is the ſame Diſtinction obſervable 


among us. 


Corinna. 
We have ſome who diſcharge their 
Duties chearfully, and are the firſt in + 
every Exerciſe, who riſe at the Inſtant 


35 the 
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the Bell rings in the Morning, and never 
complain of Cold or Heat, who find 
Time to be ſerviceable to others as well 
as themſelves, are willing to work, and 
to give Satisfaction to their Miſtreſſes, 
who perform even greater Taſks than 
they are enjoin'd, and ſet no Value on 
their own Actions, knowing that they 
muſt have encountered greater Hardſhips, 
had they lived Abroad in the World; and 
in my Opinion, ſuch as theſe are endued | 
wn Courage. 
Clarinda. 

Be ſo kind as to deſcribe as well thoſe 
who are deficient in theſe Accompliſh- 
ments. 

Corinna. 

To theſe all the neceſſary Duties are 
a Pain, they can neither waken, nor go 
to ſleep, they think the Rules enjoin'd 

them inſupportable, delight to live like 
Brutes, riſing when they can ſleep no 
longer, and wanting to go to Bed when- 
ever Sloth gets the upper Hand of them, 
eating as often as their greedy Appetite 
requires, never employing themſelves, 
continually ſeeking new Pleaſures, or at 
leaſt ſollicitous of Reſt and Inactivity. 


5 opbroni a, 
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Sophrona. 
You ſeem to confine your Examples 


to the preſent Time, ſuppoſing we were 
never to depart from the Convent, 


Corinna. 

We may not meet with exactly the 
ſome Inconveniences perhaps; but we 
ſhall in all Likelihood experience much 
greater; what I have repreſented are 


Trifles, in Compariſon of what we may 
feel from the Strokes of Adverlity, or 


the Peeviſhneſs of ill- Nature in thoſe with 


whom we may have Intercourſe hereaf- 


ter, who will not be at the Pains of ad- 
moniſhing us by ſuch gentle Mealures 8 as 


are uſed here. 
Garife. 
You inſiſt then upon a Fortitude of 


Mind, as well as Perſeverance in our 


Actions. 
. Tait | 
I ſhould have ſufficient Ability to un- 


dergo any bodily Sufferings ; but as to 
Contradictions, Reprimands, or Con- 
tempt, I could not endure with Patience, 


and ſhould ſcarce forbear reſenting them. 
Clariſſa. 

And Icould more eaſily ſubmit to have 

my Inclinations thwarted ; ; being, I muſt 

confeſs, 


* 


* 
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confeſs extremely ſenſible. of outward 
Johns | 


Corinna. 

"Yon few; Madam, that Courage is ofa a 
very extenſive Nature, is always requi- 
ñte, and in every Particular. What can 


we expect 1 in the futu;e Part of our Lives, 
if we can't endure anv Kind of Sufferings J 


How ſhall we be found reſolute in Body 


and Mind, it we ſhrink and are diſmayed 
at the lea(t Pain or Appearance of Dan= 


ger? Never can we hope for a ſtronger 


_ Conſtitution of Body, but by accuſtom- 
ing ourſelves to Fatigue and Labour, 


and never will our. Minds become firm 


and undaunted, unleſs we are. inur'd in 
the Practice of 3 yy Ob- 
| ſtacle we meet with. 


5 FA 5 
Tis the * with Virtue; 1 is 


only obtained by the Proofs we give that 
we are able to do Violence to our Incli- 


nations. 
Soßbronia. 


Haw, a0 8 we know what Bleflings God . 
head in Store for us ? We may, n 


have nothing to ſuffer. 
Corinna. 


God has otherwiſe decreed; 1 we are to 
; 1 obtain 


— 
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obtain Salvation by walking in the nar- 
row Path, and Happineſs will never be 
our Portion, unleſs our Patience under 
Affliction make good our Claim to it. 
Sophronia. VETS 

All this will coſt no Pains, provided I 
perſevere in Acts of Devotion. 

Corinna. 


You will find it will coſt you more. 


than you at preſent imagine, unleſs you 
are not hitherto accuſtomed to ſuffer 
much. 5 
. Clariſſa. 
But is every one to ſuffer alike ? And 
is there no Condition of Life that can 
make our Sufferings ſeem lighter to us? 
Corinna, © 


If any Thing can alleviate them, tis 
to expect their Arrival, to prepare for 
them, to accuſtom ourſelves to them, to 


think thoſe we meet trifling, and to bear 


with equal Mind even the greateſt : Iam 


of Opinion, that a young Lady of Saint 


Cyr, who has patiently ſubmitted to the 5 
Inconveniencies, the Auſterities, Con- 


ſtraints, Subjections, and Oppoſitions, 
that are inſeparable from a virtuous Edu- 
cation, will be much better fortified a- 
gainſt the Misfortunes ſhe will find, 1 

| + e 


& bf 
ſhe comes abroad into the World, than 
one that has been indolent, nice, diffi- 
cult, and ſo far from fortifying her 
Mind by Reſignation under Afflictions, 
will, on the contrary, weaken it with 
Complaints, Murmurings, revealing her 
HFardſhips, which only ſerve to aggra- 
vate our own particular Foibles, by the 
Addition of thoſe who ſympathize in our 
Diſtreſſes. 1 ee e 
ee ee een e . 
I begin to think the Ladies of Saint 
Cyr have need of Courage to ſupport 
them under the Rigour of their Misfor- 
tunes, and the Reſtraints of this Houſe 
excite in me an Envy of the Great and 
Rich, who poſſeſs almoſt all they can 
deſire. . 
PTR Corinna. 
Il was only willing to apply what has 
been ſaid of Courage to ourſelves, in 
order to render theſe Inſtructions uſeful 
to us; but there is no Condition exempt 
from Trouble, and in which Courage is 
not abſolutely requiſite: Great People 
have great Sufferings; we complain of 
Reſtraint ; whereas, the Great are infi- 
nitely more Slaves to it than we are: 
They have great Difficulties to combat, 
3 „ While 
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while we have but ſmaller ones to firug- 
gle with. 
Clariſa. 
At leaſt, they enjoy bodily Mies | 
Corinna. 
Fas Pains their Minds endure, bow-. 
ever, would afford, us but a melancholy 
Picture, if we were to examine into them; 
and as to their Bodies, tho' they enjoy 
the Means of Eaſe, they are expoſed to 
Fatigues in accomodating themſelves to 
the Troubles of the Mind, and they are 
thoroughly ſenſible, notwithſtanding the 
Advantages of Birth and Fortune, Sehn 
Courage is even neceſſary, in order to ſup- 
ort the Toils attendant on Nauk and 
Dicinelon. * 11. 
Sopbronia. 
To what Troubles then are they] liable 
on this Account. 
8 8 
Don't you know, Madam, FOR our 
Princes often go on Foot, as well in their 
Journies, as their ordinary Excurſions ? 
I don't mean for Pleaſure. always, but 
even tire themſelves with the Fatigue. 
Clarinda. 
Some Time ago the King of Spain met 
the Duke of e al | Road . 
er- 


E 
Perſailles to Saint Cyr : He had taken off 
his Coat, for the Sake of greater Free- 
dom in Walking, he was amuſing him- 
ſelf with Shooting in a very hard Froſt; 
notwithſtanding which, he was on Foot, 
and carried a Fowling-Piece upon. his 
Shoulder. 79 
© LIE, Sopbronia. t | 

To what End was he thus poorly : ac- 

commodated? 1 
Corinna. 

To fortify his Body, and invigorate 
his Conſtitution, to uſe himſelf to Fa- 
tigues, which are inſeparable from a 
Warrior; and to render bis Mind coura- 
geous, and ſet it more at Liberty, than 
it could poſſibly be, while it remained a 
Slave to Dory and Pleaſure, 

 Clarinaa, © 

I am well ſatisfied with Reſpect to 
Courage, let us now treat of that Fidelity 
ſtill farther required - i». lp 

| Lucilla. 

That Subject muſt be reſerved to 4 

particular Converſation, 


So” 
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DIALOGUE XI. 


. on INTEGRITY. 


Ebiſa. 
HE Conferences we have had up- 
on Subjects, of which I had form d 
but imperfect Ideas, have given me ſo 


great Satisfaction, that I would willingly 


enter into a Converſation on the Topic of 


Char botce. 
I take this to conſiſt. in the e 


pliſhment of whatever Taſk is enjoined 


us, 
| Alinda. 1 

'To 1 give_me a clearer Comprehenſion 
of i, tis neceffary to produce d tiog 

| Nr Charmatte.; 

For Inſtance, Madam, ſuppoſe we are 
prohibited the Uſe of prophane Songs, 
and that every Precaution is taken, to 
keep them out of our Sight, either 1n 
Print, or Manuſcript: Do you think it 
would be a Manifeſtation of our Inte- 
grity, in yielding a literal Obedience to 


the Prohibition, and inſtead of repeating 
ſuch Songs, to ſing thoſe which we had 


before 


. 
before learned in the World? And is not 
this an equal 3 to the Deſign 
intended . 
: Ekiſa. 
And what is that Deſign? 
Charlotte. 

That we ſhould remain ignorant of 
every Thing that has an ill Tendency, 
and employ our Heart and Mind in the 
Purſuit of laudable Objects. 

Chariclea. 
I can't prevent the Knowledge of hat 
I had before learned in the World. 
r 

"Tis to be hoped you might forget it, 
and you ought to endeavour it. 
Chariclea. 

Have we Power over our Memory ? 

Charlotte. © 

We may avoid practiſing what we re- 
collect is evil, and we ſhall ſoon be ena- 
. bled to forget it, if we ſincerely deſire ſo 
to do. 

Alinda. b 

But will all our Care prevent our en- 
countering the ſame Evils in the World 
when we leave this Place? 

. | 

We may alledge this very Reaſon for 

F 4 refuſing 
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refuſing to receive Inſtruction in the Du- 


ties of Religion, for we, ſhall perhaps, 


hereafter, meet with ſeveral of impious 
and profligate Diſpoſitions; we may there- 


fore neglect to form our Minds to Vir- 


tue, ſince we ſhall find too many With- 


out at. 71 


2 T4 Mts 
BY, he Danger of finding Comnltien and 
Wickedneſs in the World, ſhould be a 
ſufficient Inducement to furniſh ourſelves 
here with Preſervatives of every kind. 
Alinda. 
Let us return once more to produce 
Examples of Integrity. e 
Charlotte. | 
We ſubmit ourſelves to the Guidance 
of a ſpiritual Director, in order that he 
may conduct us in the Way of Salvation; 


and to this End he ſhould be informed 


of what Good or Ill is rooted in our 
Nature; Would it then be an Argument 
of our Integrity to conceal any Thing 
from him! 
T  horitha, 
We are: not always obliged to confeſs 


to the ſame Perſon. | 


„ Charlotte. 
"Tis true, the Church allows us an 
entire 
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entire Liberty with repard to Confeſſion ; 


but it is not always proper to practiſe 
what we have Leave to do. 


Chariclea. 

What! If in the Abſence of my Di- 

rector 1 ſhould confeſs to another, would 

you have me begin my Confeſſion : again? 

Charlotte. | 

You are not obliged. to do this; but 
if you are betrayed into any conſiderable 


Error, Integrity will require that you 
ſhould tell your Confeſſor. 


Chariclea. 


I ſhould be rather glad that the Fault | 
ha eſcaped his Knowledge. 


Charlotte. 
This would be to pervert the Deſign 


of having a Confeſſor; ſince if he is not 


made acquainted with your Actions, he 
will not be able to direct your Conduct 
with Certainty. 
8 Ekiſa. | 
You would not trifle in this manner 
with your Phyfician ; and if you was to 
have a Fever in the Interval between his 
Viſits, you would not fail to acquaint him 
with every Symptom of Danger attend- 
ing it, in order that he might preſcribe 
proper Remedies to remove the Diſcaſe. 


on Maria, 
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. 
Nothing can be more juſt than this 
Compariſon; and I don't ſee now how 


any one can think otherwiſe. 


Alinda. 


1 am fo fond of Examples, that I 


ſhould be glad of ſome more. 
Charlotte. 


The Eſtabliſhment of St. Cyr was in 


order to form the Minds of young Ladies 


to Chriſtianity, that they might propa- 


gate Religion in all Places whitherſoever 
Providence ſhould conduct them. Would 


they behave with Integrity in this Pro- 
5 feſſion, if they content themſelves with 
the mere Obſervation of the Rules of 


St. Cyr, without an entire Reſignation to 
Religion and all kinds of Virtue? 
r 
By all the Examples you have ſelect- 
ed, Integrity and Sincerity ſeem very 
much alike. 
Cbarlotte. 
As all the Virtues have the ſame End, 


that is to ſay, the real Intereſt of Man- 
kind; they bear a great Reſemblance to 


each other; and it is indeed hard to diſ- 


tinguiſh between Integrity, Sincerity and 
Simplicity. 


Maria, 
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Maria. 
I am not a little pleaſed to hear you 
mention Simplicity; for (if I may ven- 
ture to own it) I have been always uſed 
to miſtake it for Stupidity. 
V 
Nothing can be more oppoſite; and I. 
have heard it aſſerted by experienced Peo- 
ple, that the greateſt Wits, and moſt ex- 
alted Minds, have the greateſt Share of 
Simplicity. WV : 
„ 
In what then do you make this Sim 
plicity to conſiſt?̃ 1 
F Charlotte. 
In not being double-minded, artful, 
addicted to Cunning, Deſign, Evaſions, 
and Equivocations, not cenſuring what 


others ſay and do; in ſpeaking plainly 


what we think, and believing others do 


the ſame; in not objecting to what is 
ſaid; in not miſconſtruing Things into 
any other Meaning than what they may 
naturally be ſuppoſed to bear; in forbear- 
ing impertinent Curioſity, and in taking 


| Care not to employ our Thoughts on uſe- 


leſs and often wicked Intentions. 


F 6 ; | Char- 
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Chariclea. 


hs 2 


|| I tell you again, one can't always be 

|| Miſtreſs of one's Thoughts. 

|| Cbarlilte. 

| | And I repeat to you once more, that FR 
F with the Aſſiſtance of God, which ne- 

Verr fails to attend virtuous Purpoſes, we 

ll | have the Power over every Thing ; we 
1 may retain our Thoughts, or alter their 
'F Intention, and exemplify in a greater 
| Meaſure our Simplicity, by being always 
i exercis'd in ſuch Employments, as neceſ- 
5 ſarily incline our Hearts to Virtue. 
1 G 
5 You allow not the leaſt Indulgence 
\F then to Pleaſure, if you reſtrain our very 
EE by 
1 s ATE. Charlotte. | 
| All that we have treated of is in no | 
1 wiſe inconſiſtent with innocent Amuſe- | 
\F ments; and if you once knew the Bleſ- 
| ſings of a true Integrity of Soul, Since- 
1 rity and Simplicity, you would be ready 
| enough to acknowledge, that they afford 


more Satisfaction than any other kind of | 
1 Pleaſure in the World. 

' ; 2 5 5 | T1 5 ' 
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DI A L O G UE XIV. 
On RAIL LE Rv. 


Sappbira. BNET 

WA S greatly concerned, Ladies; left 
my late Excurſion into the Country 
might have deprived me of the Honour 
of your Converſation, and I would wil- 


lingly embrace the Opportunity To-day 


of aſking you one Queſtion, which you, 


I know, are better able to reſolve than | 


any Body. 


Ebiſa. | 
I have very little Skill in Deciſions of 


any Sort; but you need but command, 


and I will with Pleaſure give my Opinion 


to the belt of my Ability. 


Sapphira. 
1 chanced to be lately in Company with 


ſeveral Perſons of Underſtanding, ; the 
Theme of our Diſcourſe was Raillery ; 


ſome of them alledged that it was a Token 
of refined Wit, and that when it was 
well judged, and offended no body, it 


rendered Converſation agreeable : Others 


ſaid we ſhould never rally at all: At laſt 


the Diſpute was referred to me, and I 


frankly 
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frankly confeſſed, that I was utterly i in- 
capable of deciding i 8 
Semantbe. 
I ſhould be very ready to acquieſce with 
thoſe who eſpouſe the Cauſe of Raillery, 


ſince to ſuppreſs it, would be depriving 


Converſation of one of its chief Graces ; 


Society without 1 i would become dull and 
languid. 


Eluire. 4s, 
But, pray Madam, could you take 


Delight i in hearing the. Actions of any 
Perſon cenſured ; and can ſuch a Perſon, 
have any Pleaſure | in becoming the Sub- 


Ject of ridicule to a whole Company ? 
Siemantbe. 
Alas! Madam, this is not what I call 


Raillery ; that which 1 eſteem diſpleaſes 


nobody ; it ought even to be agreeable to 


the Perſon at whom it is levelled ; we 
| ſhould employ our Raillery only on thoſe 
Who underſtand it, who are fond of it, 


and are able to return it. 


Elvira. 
But here are ſome, who will be glad to 


enter into Diſcourſe with us. 


Violetta. 
Don't we interrupt you, Ladies? I have 
the greateſt Reaſon to fear it, and I am 
| perſuaded 
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perſuaded we are not very acceptable, as 
you have much more agreeable Company. 
| Sappbira. 

We welcome you with Pleaſure, and 
we cannot better teſtify our Satisfaction, 
than by reſuming the Converſation in 

which we were engaged when you came 
in: We were upon Raillery; ſome ap- 
proved, and others condemned it, and in 
ſhort, all of us were deſirous of a more 
n enn with it. 
. 

For my own Part, I find ſo much Dif- 

ficulty in obſerving all the Meaſures ne- 


ceſlary to be regarded by thoſe who prac- 


tiſe Raillery, that I think it the beſt and 
ſafeſt Way never to rally at all. 
Semanthe, 
'Tis then thro' Indolence, Madam, that 
you diſlike Raillery; for if you would take 
the Pains, you would be better able to 
diſplay it than any one. 
Julia. ant 
' You have too good an Opinion of me : 
But I do not indeed think Raillery a Mat- 
ter of ſufficient Conſequence to give me 
the Trouble of obſerving the exact Bounds 
wherein it is wee to confine it. 


Nelliora, : 


tural ? 
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Melliora. 
There are few Graces but require ſoms 


| Pains to poſſeſs them. 


Hioletta. 
How Madam, are not the Graces r na- 


Elvira. 
I fancy perſonal Graces may be natu- 
ral; but mental Accompliſhments are 
indtly acquired. 
Semanthe. 
J am ſo much of Melliora's Opinion, 
that I can't help thinking, that even thoſe 


of the Perſon are to be acquir'd. 


Sapphira., 
There is ſo much to be ſaid on this 
Subject, that if we treat it as it will ad- 


mit, we ſhall quite leave that of Raillery 


it deſerves indeed a particular Converla- 
tion. 
Gn 8 

You have greatly obliged me, Madam, 
by reminding us of our Argument; for 
1 would fain have Raillery obtain a Sanc- 
tion in ſuch a Company as ours. 

Violetta. 

But, don't you know, Madam, how 
many ill Conſequences have reſulted from 
Raillery 8 


Semanthe. 
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Semanthe. 
I know indeed many Inſtances to this 
Effect; but the Number would be much 
diminiſhed, if Raillery was never em- 
ployed but on thoſe who admire it, which 
is the firſt Condition on which I admit- 
ted it. ; | 
| | | Milliora. 
Are you not acquainted with Madam | 
„ Who rallies all Perſons indiſcrimi- 
nicely. with infinite Humour, notwith- 
| ſtanding her own Figure is ſo ridiculous ? 
It certainly doth not become ſuch a one 


to uſe it. 


dana 
If the employs it firſt on her own Im- 
perfections, ſhe may be allowed the Li- 
berty of exerting it on others: there are 
none, whoſe Raillery i is more ſevere, than 
thoſe who exerciſe it on themſelves. 
2 JR. 
bg No, becauſe we can ſay nothing of 
wem, but what they have firſt obſerved 
of themſelves, 
E luira. F, 
You will always fall into that Sort of 
Raillery which is offenſive, and that 
ſhould never be r 


Semanthe, 
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Semantbe. 
For my Part, I never gave Offence this 
Way to any one; nor have I laid myſelf 


under any Reſtraint in this Particular, be- 


cauſe I was never inclined to rally any 
Perſons but thoſe I had a Regard for. 
Violetta. | 

I think this the ſafeſt Way, to rally 


our Friends, and ſuffer them to retort it 


on us. 
Julia. Wh 

All that I can underſtand by what hath 
been ſaid, does but confirm me the more 
in my Opinion, that it is beſt never to 
rally at all. | 

4 Semanthe. 
I ſhall however ſtill continue to rally 


. my Friends. 


3 Sappbira. 
We ſhould in every Reſpect conform 


to the Rules of Chriſtianity, which are 


beſt able to decide in thoſe Caſes ; and 
as we ought to do unto others only as 


we would have them do by us, ſo like- 
- \ Wiſe let us never ſay that to others, which 


we ourlſelyes ſhould be diſpleaſed to hear. 


D I A- 


W 


that we paſſed very lightly over what 


born to pleaſe, another Perſon is born to 
| Conceive how they can be acquired. 
whether all thoſe Perſons whoſe Actions 


but with a good Grace; I know not, I 
| ſay, whether ſuch may not have learned 


which appear to us ſo natural and en- 
gaging. 
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DIALOGUE XV. 
On the GRACE 8. 


Tereſa. 
E were ſo taken up the other 
Day with our Topic of Raillery, 


was ſaid concerning the Acquiſition of 
the Graces. 


Cleomelia. OP 
I have often heard ſay; ſuch a one is 


torment ; ſo that I always thought the 
Graces were natural, and I can ſcarcely 


Melinda. 
1 have heard ſo too: But I don't know 


are agreeable, and correſpond with our 
Inclinations, and who never do any Thing 


in their Infancy theſe Accompliſhments, 


Tereſa. 
_ Indeed, if a Child was never taught to 
230 ule 
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ale its Fingers in eating, to hide its 


Mouth when it gapes, to turn out the 
Toes, and keep the Feet at a proper. Diſ- 


tance, and ſo on, I queſtion if theſe 


Things would have come into the Mind 
naturally. i 


When we acciiſtom ourſelves: betimes 


to any Actions, they do indeed appear 


natural, and are not eaſily forgotten. 
Prudentia. 


This ſhews plainly the Advantages that 
muſt accrue to us from an _ Practice 


of Goodneſs. + 
Melinda. 


But are all the Graces included in the 
Inſtances Tereſa has ſelected ? 


Tereſa. 
'They confiſt of all our Actions in ge- 
neral, ſo that it would be endleſs to re- 


cite the Particulars : But if I were to pre- 


ſcribe a general Rule for our Conduct, it 


would be to let all our Actions be guided 
with as much Circumſpection, as if thoſe 


Perſons were Witneſſes of them, whom 


of all the World we would ſtudy n 5 


to oblige. 
Cleomelia. 


This would be a very great Reſtriction: 


Melinda. 


Melinda. 3” 1 M- Fg 
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7 95 A.. 
It would not laſt long, and you would 
be certain you were doing your Duty 

without any extraordinary Trouble. 
Cleomelia. 

What! Should I always behave as if I 
was in the King's Preſence ; and muſt I 
never enjoy my own Liberty ! 

ia. 

We ſo ſeldom ſee the King, that be- 
fore him we are required to wear an Air 
of Reſpect and Attention; but if we had 
the Honour of converſing with him fa- 
miliarly, we ſhould laugh before him 
with a good Grace, eat likewiſe in the 
ſame manner; in a Word, by doing 
only what we ought, enjoy perfect Free- 
dom in his Preſence. 

Prudentias. 

What do you mean by laughing with 

a good Grace ? 
Sitvia, 

To laugh with a good Grace, is to 
laugh at proper Times, and with Mo- 
deration ; not to prideourſelves in Laugh- 
ter, and never to force it beyond its na- 
tural Continuation. 

Corinna. | 

I knew a Lady who uſed to 6 we 

ſhould 
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ſhould ſuppreſs our e on 1 
Occaſion. 


Cleomeli ia. © 
I ſhould think it a great te b to 


| have a Mother of ſo grave a Humour. 


Corinna. 

This Maxim appeared to me at firſt as 
extraordinary as it does to you: But I 
could not diſſent from her Opinion as 
ſoon as I knew her Motive. 

Cleomelia. 

Can there be any reaſonable one aſ- 


ſigned for ſuch a Whim ? 


Celia. 
I ſhould be very glad to be 8 
with it, for as yet I can by no Means con- 


ceive it. 


Corinna, 

This Lady aſſerted, that no Laughter 
becomes us, es that which eſcapes us 
againſt our Will; ſo that we may ſup- 
preſs all other kinds, ſince we cannot re- 


| ſtrain from that which is always pleaſing, 
becauſe it is natural. 


Prudentia. 
Be pleaſed to explain what you mean 
by forcing our Laughter beyond its na- 


tural Continuation. 


Corinna. 
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Corinna. 

There are People who are fond of the 
Appellation of Laughers; who, having 
laughed heartily at what firſt excited 
their Mirth, will continue a forced Laugh 
a long Time after the Cauſe is ceaſed ; 
which is obnoxious to every one, becauſe 
it is eaſy to perceive it is unnatural, 

Tereſa. 

Indeed, Ladies, we ſhall always find 
it neceſſary to have Recourle to Religion, 
and Chriſtian Humility will be a more 
infallible Guide in all our Actions, than 
any we can find in Books, or in our In- 

tercourſe with the World. 
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DIALOGUE XVI. 


On AFFABILITY. 


Sophia. 5 

Am juſt come from a Place where we 
| 1 had a great Diſpute; ſume ſaid, that 
| Melantha was of an affable Diſpoſition, 
and others aſſerted ſhe was . the re- 
verſe. f 


Luci * 


F-12090 J: 
Lucinda. 

Jam of Opinion, that Affability is 
Qualification the moſt conſpicuous, nil 
leaſt dubious of any. 

. Arabella. 4 

| My Sentiments in this Particular differ 

wholly from yours, Madam ; and I don't 

know any Thing concerning which we 

are ſo liable to form a wrong Judgment. 
Lucretia. 

But for Inſtance, Madam, do you doubt 
whether Eugenia be affable, or whether 
Laſelia 4 is not churliſh and paſſionate? 

| Arabella. 

I take Churliſhneſs and Paſſion to be 
very diſtin& Qualities ; and if it were not 
for contradicting you, I ſhould have ſaid 
 Leſſelia was the moſt affable of the two. 

r 

Dear Madam, you cannot ſurely think 
ſo; you need but ſee them together to 
be of a quite different Opinion. 
Angelica. 

Eugenia is affable to outward Appear; 
ance; the ſoft languiſhing Tone of her 
Voice, and her Addreſs, are ONTO 
the reverſe of Ill- manners. 

Arabella. | 
[This is certainly the uſual way of 1 


ing, 


Bet 1 $9: 
ing, whether a Perſon be affable or not: 
But what doth ſhe pronounce with all 
this engaging Sweetneſs of Voice? In 
what Manner doth ſhe behave towards 
her Huſband, her Friends, her Servants, 
or her N eighbours | ? 

Lucretia. 

She is not indeed greatly beloved, and 
I Can 't conceive the Reaſon, 

Arabella. 

And that other Brute, Liſetta, too. 

Lucinda. 

She is careſſed, and I can't think for 
what. 

Arabella. 

That is however a great Article | in her 
Favour, 

3 8 

She may be lovely, and beloved, with- 
out being affable. 
Arabella. 

It is poſſible to poſſeſs many eſtimable 
Qualities, without Aﬀability; but I 
think it muſt be very difficult to procure 
univerſal Regard, without having it of 
ſome Kind or other. 

© Sopbia, 
Are there then different Sorts of it! ? 
© ITN Lucre: 
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Lucretia. 

I believe there may; there are Per- 
ſons leſs ſenſible, and ſprightly, who 
have notwithſtanding Affability in their 
Nature. 

Arabella. | 

There may be others alſo, whoſe na- 

i burn Inclinations are lively, and whoſe 


Minds are nevertheleſs endued with Af⸗ 


fability. 
Sophia. 

Wherein then does true Afability 

conſiſt ? | 
Arabella. e 

According to my Notion of it, in 
bearing, without Anger or Regret, what- 
ever may oppoſe or contradict our Wills. 

Eliza. 
1 am not affable then, for I can't en- 


dure the leaſt Contradiction with Pa- 


tience. 
Lucinda. 


And I thoroughly deſpiſe thoſe who 


diſſent from my Opinion, but I never 
expreſs my Refentment. : 
„„ 
And do you call this Affability? 
Lucinda. 
I think I have a better Title to it t than 
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Eliza, however, ſince ſhe is always an- 


Sy at being contradicted. 


Lucretia. 
And I take her to be more affable 
than you, as I can't but think there is 


more Severity in your concealed Scorn, 
| than i in her open Reſentment. 


Arabella. 
You perceive now, Madam, there is 


more than one Sort of Affability. 


Angelica. 
I would fain expel Contention from 


our Converſation. 


Arabella. 
It would then become leſs deſireable, 


and this Wiſh doth not become a Per- 


ſon of your apparent Affability, ſince tis 
requilite to diſpute, tho' with Good- 
Nature, 
Angelica, 
J muſt confeſs J am at a Loſs to com- 


prehend your Meaning. 


Arabella. 
And why, pray can't you comprehend 


1 that a Perſon ſhould differ from your 


Opinion? Would you not be willing to 
be informed, if you were in the wrong, 
and to convince others, if you knew you 


G4: Eliza, 


_ 4 
—— . A I "oe We FP BE > COIs. 


Conduct cowardly. 
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| Eliza. 
I ſhould not be ealily perſuaded to ad- 
mit the Opinion of others, nor .would I 


chuſe to ſubmit, if 1 had advanced a/ 


e that would occaſion a Diſpute. 
Arabella. 
This is truly to want Affability, for 
we ſhould always ſubmit to Reaſon, when 


it appears evident to our Senſe, and ne- 


ver diſpute for Diſputation Sake, eſpe- 
cially in Matters of Conſequence. 
Angelica. 
E muſt own I ſhould eſteem ſuch a 


Arabella. 
T have ſeen this Conduct practited by a 
Lady of extraordinary good Senſe, but 


ſomewhat prejudiced in Favour of her 1 
own Opinion; ſhe argued with a Viva- 


city natural to her, intermixed with a 
little Conceit, and it was viſible ſhe 
thought herſelf properly qualified to 


convince her Antagoniſt; notwithſtand- | 
ing which, ſhe ſuddenly yielded to the 


Force of a well-grounded Argument, 


was at once herſelf convinced, and ac- 


knowledged frankly, ſhe had been 0 


blame. 


to 
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Lucinda. 

I ſhould find ſome Reluctance in fol- 

eins her Example. 6 
Arabella. 

„Goc forbid, Madam, that we ſhould 

Cab a well timed Reſolution with 


Obſtinacy: All the Company were 


charmed with this Lady's good Senſe, 
and (he was more en for this In- 
ſtance of her Affability, than for all the 
other Accompliſhments which ſhe pale 
ſeſſed. 
Huretia, 
1 think that ſuch a Behaviour, far 


from appearing cowardly, indicates a 


W e of Mind. 


Arabella. 
You are in the right, Madam; nothing 


can be more noble, than to ſubmit 4 


| the Force of Truth and Reaſon. 


Elia. 
1 have always heard ſay, that it was 


2 courageous to ſupport any Aﬀſertion v we 
have advanced. 


Arabella. 


Tis courageous not to be overcome 


| with Difficulties, to ſurmount every Ob- 
3 ſtacle that occurs either in ourſelves or 
3 others, and to bear nad the Hazards 


G3 which 
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which attend our Undertak ings, pro- 


vided they are founded on the 5 of 


Juſtice and Reaſon. 


Sophia. 


We have forgot Affability tho'; and 
what we have been talking of, ſeems = 


have no Connection with it. 
Arabella. 
It is immediately connected with it, 


Madam; there is an Affability of Tem- 


per, in bearing every Thing without Re- 
gret or Uneaſineſs, in ſubmitting to the 
Impulſe of Reaſon, and in deſiring to 


live on good Terms with our Friends 
and Aſſociates; and in all theſe Particu- 


lars Ae is moſt eſſential. 
ö 
And very rarely to be met with. 


Arabella. 
It may be ſo for the moſt Part; not- 


withſtanding there are many Perſons who 
appear unſociable, who are not however 


ſo inclined. 
| Lucretia. 

We are induced frequently to judge of 

Affability by outward Appearances, 


which, nevertheleſs, ſometimes conceal 


a World of 1|]-nature, | 
Lucinda. 


\ot- 
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Lucinda. | 
However oppoſite our natural Diſpoſi- 


tion may be to this Virtue, Is it not poſ- 
ſible to acquire it?! 


Arabella. 


All the Virtues may be e the 
Divine Grace aſſiſting our Endeavours, 


and I can't help thinking, that by a fre- 
quent Exerciſe of Affability in our Ac- 


tions, we ſhall ſoon become more affable 
than thoſe that are naturally ſo. 


Sophia. 


1 take this Virtue to be inſeparable 
from Humility. 


Lure. As 

True, and ] judge it is equally inſepa- 85 
rable from Patience. 

Lucinda. 


This Converſation may prove of et 
Uſe to us. 


Arabella. 
Ves, if it induces us to practiſe the 


Viewes it recommends. 
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DIALOGUE xXvIl. 
On e 55 


Lucetta. 
Mulation is often recommended; and 


Envy. 
Lucilla. 
I take them to be very different not- 
withſtanding. 
Lucetta. 


Give us then your Sentiments of them, 


Lucilla. 


Envy conſiſts in being angry with any 
for the good Qualities they poſſeſs; and 


in doing our utmoſt Endeavours to de- 
prive them of them, which proceeds 
from a mean Spirit: Emulation excites 


us to Virtue by how much the more we 
ſee others. excel therein, to ſtrive to imt- 
tate them, and if poſſible ſurpaſs them; 
and takes Place only in great Minds ; fo 


that J think 1 have Reaſon to "uy how 
much they differ. 


Lavinia. 


— 


particularly to young Ladies. For 
my Part, 1 can t eaſily diſtinguiſh 1 it from 
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Lavinia. > 

Shall we not be accounted envious, if 
we aim at ſurpaſſing others? 

Lucilla. _ 

No certainly, this is Emulation, Cou- 
rage, Ambition, and no Reaſon can be 
alledged why we ſhould not endeavour o 
attain all poſſible Perfection. 

LTLucetta. 
1 ſhould be fearful of ſetting Children 


together by the Ears, were I to teach 


them this Emulation. 
Lucilla. 

I think. it would be inſtructing them 
in what i is molt proper for them to learn. 
Lavinia. 

Are there no other Methods of excit- 
ing them? 

Lucilla. 

Thoſe who ere naturally vicious, are 
ſubdued by Correction, thoſe moderately 
ſo, are excited by Rewards, and the 
good, by the Deſire of pleaſing, and ex- 
celling in every neceſſary Virtue : But I 
am aſhamed of engroſſing all the Diſ- 


——_ myſelf, and if Melaſina would 


vouchſafe to join the Converlation, I am 
pertuaded ſhe would acquit herſelf much 
better than I can do. 


6 5 


Me- 
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| Melafina. 

I cannot expreſs myſelf near ſo well, 
as you, Madam, but my n con- 
cur with yours. 
| Lucetta. 


You agree then, likewiſe, in recom= 


We Emulation? 

| Melgſina. 
My Opinion is founded on Reaſon 
and Experience. I have known Chil- 
dren prevailed on to do whatever they 
were deſired by the leaſt Encourage- 


ment, and only by ſignifying our Apr 


probation of their Conduct. 
Lau 
I ſhould think this Deſire of Praiſe 
ought not to be encouraged. 


Lucilla. 
Nothing can be more deſtructive to 


Youth, than to render them inſenſible 


of Commendation. 
Lucetta. 
But Self-Conceit only can make, them 
fond of Praiſe. | 
11 


Conceit indeed ſollicits Praiſe without 
deſerving it, but Honour ſtudies to be- 


come worthy of it. 
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Lavinia. 
Pou tell us, Madam, that Youth 
ſhould be affected with Praiſe : But pray, 
is not Virtue the ſame in all Ages ? 
Lucilla. 
Virtue is doubtleſs always the ſame, 


but we muſt arrive at it by Degrees. 


TLucetta. 
Why may we not as well arrive at 


once at the Perfection we aim at? 


Lncilla. 
Becauſe ſuch an Attempt would be as 


fruitleſs, as to ſtrive to get up to the 
Top of an Houle, without aſcending re- 
aer by the Stairs. 


f 


Lavinia. 
But you allow, that to be Proficients 


in Virtue, we muſt have other Motives 
beſides that of Praiſe. 


Melaſina. 
Other Motives are I own neceſſary; 


but we ſhall more eaſily perſuade good 


and generous Minds, like thoſe I have 
already mentioned, than ſuch as are 
awed by Fear, or allured by Intereſt. 
: Lucilla, 
We can do no Good with thoſe who 
are careleſs of pleaſing their Governors, 


and this Indifference affords us but a 


G 6 | hope- 


ſhould diſcourage. 
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hopeleſs Proſpect of their future bas. 8 
doing. 
TLucetta. 
I cannot eaſily ſubmit, nor can I com- 
prehend that we ſhould recommend any 
Thing one Time, which at another we 


elaſina. 
It is nevertheleſs certain, that there is 
a Time for every Thing, and that there 


is a Solidity of Thought peculiar to Age 


that our earlier Vears will not admit of. 
 Lucilla. 


J muſt ſtill perſiſt in my Opinion, that 
young People cannot be too ſenſible of 


the Commendations of the Good and ju- 
dicious, nor too fond of Honour and Re- 


putation, and that only noble Minds will 


be deſirous of doing all they can to ob- 
tain them. 
Lavinia: 
Can you produce any Inſtances to fup- 
port what you have advanced? 
8 


We ſeldom find any Perſons who con- 


ſult the Diſpoſitions of Vouth; I have 
known ſome who would have ſuffered 7 
_ Martyrdom, as it were, to pleaſe their 
Superiors ; and others I have ſeen, and 

„ thoſe 
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| thoſe a great Number, who have been 
only governed by Fear. LOTT 


. 
And do you judge the worſe of ſuch 


as theſe? 
. f bp 
They are of a mean Way of Thinking, 
And how will they be able to undergo 


| Hardſhips for the Sake of Reputation, 


when they come abroad in the World, 
that won't do their utmoſt to pleaſe thoſe 
on whom their preſent Intereſt depends ? 
Never tell me of ſuch as are incapable 
of Emulation ; for there can never be any 
Good expected of them. 


DIALOGUE XVIII 


On the EpvucaTion of St. CyR. 
FORE Sophroniæ. 
AM greatly delighted, Ladies, with 
1 theſe Converſations calculated for our 
Amuſement, and ſurely a more enter- 
taining and rational one could never have 
been found out. 1 
Charlotte. 
Indeed, Madam, all the other Diver- 

5 ions 
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fions we are allowed the Uſe of, do not 


afford us ſuch Pleaſure and Satisfaction. 
Clarinda. 
Speak for yourſelf, Madam, if you 
ee for my Part, I can't conceive 
o Inſtruction can be termed Amuſe- 
ment. 
1. | 
' You cannot, ſurely, Madam, think as 
ou ſpeak. 
Antonetta. = 8 
vou are very unfortunate, really, Ma- 
dam, if you can't inſtruct yourſelf with- 
out Trouble. 
Clarinda. 


Do you think, Madam, that we ſhould | 


laugh during a Sermon or Catechiſm, 
Sophronia. 


No, Madam; but I think we may 


be pleaſed without laughing. 
Clarinda. 


Laughter however delights me greatly. 


Eudbcia. 

But, pray, Madam, tho you be pleaſed 
to hear of the Welfare of a Friend, 
Would you laugh at it? 

Alinda. 
And if you would conduce to her Wel- 


fare, would not your Heart be filled 


with 


— 09 


th 


[ 1351 
with Tranſ port, without 1 16 Inclination 


to laugh? 
Clarinda. 
I can't very clearly expreſs my Senti- 
ments on'this Head ; what you mention 


would certainly greatly delight me; and 


I know very well I ſhould not laugh at 


it; nevertheleſs, I muſt own I am never 
better pleaſed than when I laugh. 


Eudocia. 
Laughter proceeds from ſomething 


that ſurprizes us, and appears entertain- 


ing or ridiculous; but there are other 
Cauſes which afford us much more Plea- 


ſure. 


Clarinda. 

But allowing what you ſay to be t true: 
Where then is the great Pleaſure you 
have found in our late Converſations? 

(barlotte. 

Can there be found a greater? We 
communicate our Thoughts, others are 
attentive; we diſcourſe on Subjects a- 
bounding with Wit and Truth. 

Eudocia. 

Our Mind is enlightened with Truths 15 

we might otherwiſe perhaps never haye 


conceived, or at leaſt, without a very 


long Expecicuos, 


85 
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ſerious Nature. 
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Sopbronia. 


Our Senſe is not only improved there- 
by, but our Diſpoſitions are formed for 


al Kinds of Virtue. 


Clarinda. | 
Your Pleaſures, Ladies, are of a very 


Alntonetta. 
They are however equally agreeable. 
„ Clarinde. - 

But is it poſſible that you can't find 
more Pleaſure in ſkipping, dancing, and 
playing at all Sorts of Games, than in 
deſcribing Indiſcretion, weighing the 
Difference between Wit and Good-Senſe, 


and other ſuch like Employments. 


Eudocia. ; 
We may dance, {kip about, run, and 
exerciſe ourſelves as much as we pleaſe, 


as theſe are equally conducive to our 


Health, as well as our Pleaſure ; But 
when we would amuſe ourſelves with 
quieter Diverſions, think you there can 
be any more agreeable than theſe Con- 


verſations, which by learning us to diſ- 


pute, give us true and juſt Ideas of every 
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B ; Ali nda WA 
—  Clarinda would rather play ut i: 1. ; 
belle Germaine, 
ö Antonetta. 
Or ſing Þ+ a qui eff ce Chariot qui ale 
S qui repaſſe. 


Clarinda. | 

Don't make a Jeſt of me, Ladies, 
there are others of the ſame Way of 

Thinking; thoſe Games have been in 
2 Uſe ever ſince there were Children in the 
World, and they were never required to 
make Definitions for their Amuſement. 
4 Sephronta. | 
But at preſent, Madam, Do you think 
JF = amuſe yourſelf by exerting ſo much 
Wit to ſupport a bad Cauſe? 

. 

I am indeed diverted to ſee you all 
J 3 me; tho' I muſt confeſs I am 
2 equally affected with the Deſire of In- 
ſtruction. 


Alinda. . 
What you have ſaid, however, Ma- 
dam, is directly inconſiſtent with this 
SE nd. 


8 1 — 
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„ 
Tis the Fault of my Nature, Madam: 

Ainda. 
And becauſe our. Nature is corrupt, 
- muſt we abandon ourſelves to it, and not 
_ endeavour to reap the Benefit of the ex- 
traordinary Pains here taken toimprove us? 
Clarinda. 

Alas! Madam, the Education of st. 

or is not exempt from Cenſure, 
Sopbroma. 

1s it poſſible, Madam ? In my Opi- 
nion every Body admires it, _ has 
Reaſon ſo to do. | 
Clarinda. 

They ſay it makes us too learned, and 
: that we e ſhall find the ill Effects of it. 
| Eudocia. 

For my Part, I can never conceive 
that inſtructing us in our Religion, and 
improving our Reaſon, can be of any 
bad Conſequence. 
. » Clarinaa. 

We may, perhaps, have too much 


Senſe for thoſe with whom we are to 


Oy hereafter. | 
Sophronia. 


51 think that greater Pains are en to 
illumi- | | 


bot 
8 


= TY 


' Amelia. 


[ 139 1 
illuminate our Reaſon, than to refine our 
Wit. 


 Budecla, 


10 We ſhall become the more rational 


and better Chriſtians for it, and know 
better how to content ourſelves with 
whatever Fortunes it pleaſes God to al- 
lot us, and, by the Intuition of Reaſon 
we ſhall be the better enabled t0 ſupport 
and aſſiſt rea who are not bleſſed with 
any. 


— ——— 


DIALOGUE xxx. 


On DEPEN DANCE. 


E I us amuſe ourſelves to Day with 
the Thoughts of what we ſhould 
do in the World, if we were at Liberty. 
Leonora. 

I had rather put off ſuch Thoughts as 
Jong as I can, as I dread nothing ſo much 
as the Day of Departure from this Place. 


OW 

! $2 4 iq 

= | 

8 aft hir a 
1 

3 2 

Is N. * 

; 8 
5% 25 * 1 5 
3 


Amelia doth not pretend to ſay what 


Z ſhe will do, but what ſhe would do, 
i- it ſhe could have her Will. 


Violetta, 
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Violetta. 


But why ſhould we give Scope to our 
Imagination, only to be the more unfor- 


tunate for it hereafter ? 
Melliora. 
Becauſe, if we make ourſelves uneaſy 
about what may happen to us then, we 


ſhould be melancholly now, inſtead of 


recreating ourſelves. 
Julia. 
And could you pleaſe yourſelf with the 
Expectation of what will never happen ? 
Amelia. 


Ves, Madam, is it not beſt to be as 


merry as we can ? 
Vaioletta. 
I had much rather know as nearly as 


oſſible, what Courſe I ſhould take when 


I leave St. Cyr. 
Sopphira. | 


What Uſe is it to us to torment our- 


ſelves before that Time comes ? 
Violetta. 


We need not torment ourſelves; ; but 
only prepare againſt it, that we may not 


be ſurprized by a ſudden Change. 
R 
Tho' we may undergo Hardſhips, yet 
we {hall be at Toy and that Confide- 
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n 
ration would render every Burden eaſy 1 in 
my Opinion. 
Leonora. 
Deſcribe to us, if you pleaſe, this state 
of Liberty, for as yet I don't underſtand it. 
. 
By Liberty, I mean doing whatever 
comes into our Head. 
| Leonora. 
But to come to particulars, When you 
leave St. Cyr, whither will you go? 


3 Mellioraà. 


To my Father's, he will not controul 
me ; he goes often abroad, and I ſhall be 


A Miſtreſs of the Houſe. 

1 Leonora. 
1 All theſe are but in general, What 
would you do in the Morning for In- 
= ſtance? 

1 Melliora. 


I would riſe late, dreſs myſelf, and go 


1 to M a ls. 


Violetta. 


4 With whom! ? By yourſelf? 


Melhora. 
oy Maid ſhould follow me. 
Leonora. 
Von imagine then that you ſhall 1 


1 a Servant only to dreſs and follow you? 


Well, 


4 
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Well, it ſhall be granted ; ſuppoſe your- 
ſelf now returned from Maſs. 

She will now 90 to Dinner, if her 4 
Papa be come Home. 1 $ 
Julia. | 3 

And what, if he is not? 42 

Sapphira. 

She will wait for him. 

Leonora. 


Here ſhe 18 in a State of Dres- 
dance. ; 
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" Yalia: 
And if the Dinner is bad, or not well 
prepared, Who is to bear the Blame? 
Violetla. 0t 
The Miſtreſs of the Houſe, whois to w 
anſwer for it all. 
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Leonora. | 

Let us have done with the Dinner ; ; 

your Father is gone out again, How " I 
you employ the Afternoon ? 

| Melliora. 

In paying, or receiving Viſits. l 

Filets. x 

You regard nobody, you are twenty W. 

Years of Age, and are now making and MH; 

receiving Viſits: Wha bears you Com. 

pany ? 
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Sepebire. i 


f „ 

_ YA | | Sapphir 2. 

Some Friend of her Mother's. 

Leonora. 

er You can do nothing then of yourſelf ; 

and you muſt depend on the Leiſure, 

b Health, and Pleaſure of this Friend. 
Amelia. | 

I don't admire this Plan: Let us pro- 

2 poſe another; I love neither Father nor 
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R ua. 7 
Well then, e do you intend to go? 
Amelia. 
Þ To wait on a Princeſs; ſhe allows me 
a grand Dreſs, I attend her to the Ball, 
or the Play, or to wait on the Nobility, 
where I am genteely entertained. 
| Violetta. 
Are you familiar with her? 
ber; EE”. 
do lam her Favourite. 
= Ju lia. 
Doth ſhe allow you to leave her? 
A Amelia. 
Do you enjoy any Reſt? Can you have 
vent | whom you will to ſee you? In a Word, 
g and Have you a Moment's Liberty? 
Com- ae Sappbira. 
Lou have no Devotion in your: Pro- 
ira. 1 | ects ; ? 
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jeats ; I would have that above all, and 
retire with a Companion of my own . 
Way of Thinking, join our Fortunes, be 
employed in the fame Exerciſes, enjoy 
the ſame Refreſhments, ſerve one ano- 2} . 
ther by Turns, and. fit ourſelves for Eter- 
nity together, 
Leonora. 

She ſhould properly be one in Years. 
Sapphira. 
Are there not old People very reaſon- 


able? 


Leonora. 
Doubtleſs, and they are commonly more 
ſo than others; but as we have before 
obſerved, you muſt be ſubject to the te 
Health, the Will, and the Humour of 
ſuch a Companion; in ſuch a State you 
are more dependant than in St. Cyr, en- 
gaged in a more melancholy Way of F 
Life; you ſee nothing but your Cham- BY 
ber and the Church, wear a plain Dreſs, hg 
and are detached from all worldly En- 85 
joyments: theſe are Auſterities far more e 
than thoſe in a Convent. 2 
r - 4 BM 
Vou diſhearten me quite, Madam, and 
I know not now what 'Courſe to ſteer ; | 4 
allow | JF 


3 1 145 ! 
nd | N allow me Feng for my Conſolation, what 
wn | ty call a Caſtle in the Air. 


be Leonora. 
joy I conſent to it. . 
no- | T | Amelia. 


ter- I am a Widow, rich, without Chil- 

2 dren, or near Relations, my own Miſ- 
treſs, arrived at Years of Diſcretion; I 
arg! 1 have an Houſe in Town for the Winter, | 


* 2 Bn A 2. 2 2 
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2 another in the Country for the Summer, 
85 ] and nothing elſe to do, but divert my- 
—_ ſelf; you cannot deny, ſurely, that I ſhall 

be happy. 
8 z | Leonora. 


tore | 4 Yes, if no Miſchance befall you, to in- 
the terupt your Tranquility. 


ci Sapphira. 
% = What ſhould happen to her ? 
en- Julia. 


y of | The Villainy of a litigious Neighbour, 
am- who for ſome Detriment ſhe has unde- 
refs, Þ ſignedly done him, commences a Suit a- 
En- gainſt her, or the brutal Inſolence of a 
more Clown to a defenceleſs Woman. 


7 **“ 

14 nen may deſtroy her Came. 
and Jula. 
deer; . Or a Gentleman _ her Place in 


=TQE Church, 
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in ſuch Exigencies. 


| Anke: i 
But there | is Juſtice: for every. one. 
Leonora. 


Then you mult go to Law, and "ay 4 


pend upon your Judges, and upon all 

thoſe whoſe Councils you ſollicit. 
Sappbira. 

| Allow me to add to Amelia s Plan, a 

Protection from the Court to e me 


Leonora. 


Without obtaining it by your Services, 2 


or by being anon in ut Attendance 


there. 
Yulia. 
Such Ideas are impracticable. 
Aeli. : 
Well then, What are your Concluſions 1 
Leonora. 


That even Men depend upon one ano- 
ther, and Women much more ſo; our 
Sex is weak, and requires Aſſiſtance and iz 


Protection, and this is ſo evidently appa- 


rent, that we dare not live in a Houſe by 
ourſelves. 


We dare _ venture Ons without 
a. Man. in our Company, for Fear of 


mes 


meeting with many Inſults. 


their Regard. 


1 147 
Amelia. 
There are no Men in our Convents. 
Leonora. 
There are however without Doors to 
aſſiſt us occaſionally. 
"Sada OD 
How many Houſes are there in Paris 


inhabited by none but Women ? 


Julia. 
Their Neighbours are ready to help 
them, if they render themſelves worthy 


Amelia. 
Upon the whole then, we may con- 
clude ourſelves very unfortunate. 

Leonora. 

Ves, when we become unreaſonable in 
our Deſires, when we wiſh for Impoſſi- 
bilities, and are not contented with our 
Condition, and to live in ſuch a State of 


Dependance, as we "ny: Plainly ſee we 
cannot avoid, 
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DIALOGUE XX. 


On the INconvenieNnces of MARRIAGE, | 


Chariclea. | 


1 A M overjoyed at meeting with you a 
Ladies, and if I had made Choice of 
my Company, it would not have hap- 
pened better than Chance has deter- 


mined 1 it. 


222 


You appear ſo melancholy within | 


theſe few Days, that we have a Mind to 
divert you, and tis that which þ brings uy 
hither. 

Celia. 


| Your Temper ſeems indeed quite 1 
Ranges: 


hard clea. 


I will not indulge my Penfiveneſs in 
your Company; but I muſt own I can't i 
help conſidering more and more, as my; 
Time of Departure from this Place ap- 


proaches, what Method of Life 1 ſhall 1 


purſue. 


Millicra. 
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Sufficient to the Day is the Evil * | . : 
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= of; Why then will you take ap for 

the Morrow 3 

7 Cha ri Cclea. | 

K But it is good to conſult what we tall 
. do hereafter. EIT 


Sepia. 

Z There is no State in Life without its 
u Inconveniencies. 
| Lucinda. 
We ſhould conſider theſe well, * is 
H therefore good to foreſee them. 
"I (bariclea. 

phat is what I ſhould be glad to do. 
in Mellicra. 
bs That of a Recluſe is the molt liable ta 

Inconvenieucies, and 1 cant conceive NOW 2 


People can conſent to confine thengelves A 
to a Cloiſter for Life. 

| TLucinda. | 

| And don't you reckon: Marriage a Con- 
finement ? And doth not one Condition 

require as much Confidence as the other ? 


ite 


11 ; Chariclea. _ 
m_ The very Thought of it ſtrikes N 
| J into me, when I think of ſubjecting my- 
if ſelf to a Maſter whom I know enn of. 
Meilliora. 
Are you any more ee with the 
PTT Ab- 


1 \ | — 
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Abbeſs to whom you are going to yield | 


your Obedience? 

Celia. 

And who may be exceedingly unrea- 

fonable, 
Lucinda. 


A Huſband may be ſo too; if he is of 


an irregular Conduct; we are expoſed to 
Sufferings by all his Extravagancies. 
Cbariclea. 

In a Convent we know the utmoſt that 
will be required of us, and if we muſt 
yield Obedience, there are others in the 
ſame Intereſt with ourſelves, and who 
will not ſubmit to.any Demand contrary 


1508 to the Rules of the Houſe, 


1 „ Sophia. 


Pont talk to me of Rules, and ſactl« 


t our Liberty. 
Tucinda. 
i Don't you ſacrifice it to a Huſband? 
|  Melliora. 

Some of them however are indulgent, 
and good natur'd, that will love you, and 
deſerve your Eſteem. 

Chariclea. | 

There are ſo without Doubt, but you 
are ne'er the happier in your Choice, and 
the belt are always tyrannical, 
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3 Why do you imagine all Men. are 
4 Tyrants 
ip Lucinda. 


Becauſe the Duties of a Wife are ty- 


rannical, and a Huſband, however in- 


dulgent he may. be, will inſiſt on your 
being a: good Wife, and conſulting the 


: Advantage of him and your Family. 


Meliſſa. 
la what then do you 1 the Du- 


TJ ty of a good Wife ta confilt? ??: 


Chariclea. 
In neglecting herſelf, and ſtudying 
only the Good of her F amily. 5 nog 
Lela. 3 FT Hh 
To neglect herſelf, is a Term r 
to the Convent, and not known in Eg 


Lucinda. e 
"I know not whether the Phraſe be pro- 
r to the Convent, or not, but the Practice 
is uſed in the World, and if one would 


© ſpecify all the Duties of a good Wife; ib 


would require an infinite deal of Time. 

Celia. | 

A Wife riſes, dreſſes, receives Com- 

pany, walks abroad, and diverts herſelf; 
* this is not very rigid. 


__ Mel. 


I Abe $02 301 H 
She Wed to 5 Sights, makes Purtzes 


of Pleafure, and amuſes herſelf ene 


zu Lucinda. © 
And her Huſband is ſatisfied witlial ; 
you ſuppoſe him very ee 
Cbariclea. 

Do you imagine then ſuch. a Wife 
muſt forfeit her Reputation? 4 
Sophia. 

No, ſhe may preſerve that, notwith- 
| ſtanding theſe Enjoyments. 
Meliſſa. 


mL 


- 'Tis the Life of a Wife that I am 
5 ſpeaking of, for I can't think it poſſible 
1 to l live without Reputation. 


* * 7 


ne : Len. 


A good Wife riſes early, that the may 


ee the more Time for her Buſineſs, 


ſne begins the Day with Prayer, ſhe 


gives Orders to her Servants, looks after 


brings Home with him to Dinner, who 


perhaps are not very agreeable to her 


Liking; ſhe is herſelf the beſt Servant 
ſhe has about her in getting every Thing 
ready : ; when Dinner is over, ſhe - {4 
K : Wit 


her Children, takes Care of their Edu- 
cation, prepares herſelf to receive Gen- 
tlemen, whom her Huſband ſometimes 


2» 
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with the Company againſt her Will; at 


; | laſt they go away, ſhe employs herſelf at 
ber Work, or at her Domeſtic Buſineſs, 
he writes to her Attornies, and ſeldom 
ſtirs abroad: Thus the Day is is | ended, 
q and ſhe begins the nent. 
Melliora. 
, If this is the E mployment of a Wife, 
; 1 had rather be a Hermit. 
. 
D Such a Wife however is not unhappy. 
| Lucinda. 
No, I intended only the Picture of a 
* good Wife, contented, and omen pp 
Þ : rich. 
Celia. 
| , Can you then deſcribe one more un- 
„ happy? 
f » w_ Lucinda. 


: f With Eaſe 1 can, for Inſtance, the 
Woman that loves her Huſband, and is 


„not beloved by him, and is of Conſe- 
- goes jealous of him. 

o | That 18 frightful indeed. et 
t Should you be better pleaſed with one 
8 3 that hates her Huſband, is beloved by 
8 = bay; and troubled with: his Careſſes; his = 
a Hs Jea- 


[ 41 
Jealouſits,, Tyrannies,. and every Thing 


that can be repreſented more deteſtable 4 | 


Sophia. | ä 

Theſe are extraordinary Adventures; ; 
pray let us into the, Knowledge of more 
common Conditions 


Lucinda. : 
Well then! A Man and his Wife live 


tolerably quiet together, without any ex- 


traordinary Affection; the Huſband 
maintains another Woman whom he 


loves better than his Wife, whereby he 


ruins himſelf, and brings his Family to 


the Pariſh. Diſtreſſes of this Kind are 


too frequent. 

F 
Another Couple live peaceably toge- 
ther; but the Wife is unhappy in Child- 
bearing. I know one, who at every La- 


Fj 
4 229 
. 


bour, had the Misfortune of ſeeing the | 


Child born without its Legs, and at leaſt 
all her Children were ſtill-born, ſhe was 
obliged to ſuffer theſe Extremities, and 


could have no Help. In ſhort, Exam- 8 
ples of this Sort, that we know of, are 


we know nothing of. 
Lucinaa. 


The Woman that marries, den F 
her- 


infinite, and there are ſeveral others that = 


155 1 
herſelf to Slavery and Death, there are 
but too many Inſtances of it in the 


World. 

PR | Charichs. W ie l 

Really, Madam, you would make us 
dread the Thoughts of Marriage, and you 
would have all Women become Nuns 8. 

Lucinda. £6. 

b I ſhould be; very ſorry for that, for a 
bad Nun would not be more 2 Wan 5 
= a married Woman. 1 5 : 


| What would pms nor eo then . 
Lucinda. 

To conſider the Accidents to which all 

Conditions are liable, and never to dream 

that one of them can be happy. 


Meliſſa. | 
. What Courſe then auld you profecibe 
to a Friend? 
Lacindaa. 


2 * pray to God for Succeſs before is 

enters upon any State of Life. pl 

* Celia. 

You refer us then to Religion. 
Tucinda. 


1 That alone will render the Misfortuves 
6 | * ny e 


8 


1 5 1s 1 | 


DIALOGUE XXI. . 


on the PLEASURES of the Worry. 


1 15 Arabella. PAT DA, 

12 AM overjoy'd to ſee you again, 1 
| dies, and I aſſure you I have been 
very impatient for the Honour of your 


| har aca bl Py 
120. 


Can you be ſincere in what you fay, 


Madam! Is it poſſible you ſhould like i 


better t to be here than at Y. ns 
? Angelica. 


I can hardly believe it; for I. can't Y 
think but that Place muſt afford much 


more Entertainment chan this. 
er Arabella. 


Nochüng can be more oppoſite, Latten, 185 


than the Opinion of the World, with | 3 


Reſpect to its Pleaſures, and what may | = 


are in Reality. 
F 


But, Madam, Have not you ſeen che H 
King, a magnificent Palace, and great 


Numbers of the Quality there? 
Arabella, ' © 


Yes, Madam, and I cont tell you that| 1 
1 was | 3 | 
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I was not pleaſed with the sight while it 
laſted; but that is but for a ſhort Time, 


and we may very ſoon be acquainted with 


the greateſt Beauties of the Place. 
ee 
And what Novelty do you find how) 
What can you ſee in this Place, more 


than you have been long accuſtomed * 


Arabella. 
1 find here an Order which makes my 
Time paſs agreeably away ; z one Employ- 
ment ſucceeding another in due Regu- 


larity ; we learn ſomething new every 


Day; enjoy perfect Freedom in our A- 
muſements, a Life of Innocence and 
Tranquility, undiſturbed by Cage! ay 


1 n of Mind. 


= 8 . 
Vou may ſay farther, Madam, that 
we may ſerve God, which is tho only 


true Felicity, _ | 
Arabella. „ 


| 1 would not, Madam, have the Name 
of God introduced in a Converſation 


which we intended only for our Diver- 


ſion; bnt tis to him we owe the peace- 


able Enjoyment of all our MEG R in 
this Wk 


; — 


258] 
Angelica. 
9 are as 3 aſſured of this Truth; 
as you, Madam; but we were willing 


to hear your Sentiments, which. have 1 


Any afforded us * Saisfaction. 


PIALOGUE XXI. 
On GOOD NATURE, 


 ScENE I. 


Cynthia. 
" HEAR that Violetta is gone into the 
Country, and has taken Leonora a- 
long with her. 
1 47 Amanda. 

Tam informed ſo too, and that Lavinia 
Has taken Offence at her giving Leoncra 
the Preference. 

1 Cynthia. 3 

That is indeed aſtoniſhing, as I 
don't know any Lady of a better Tem- 
per than Lavinia. 

Amanda. 

J am of your Opinion; he is for cer- 
tain quite engaging ; ſhe is agreeable in 
her Perſon, has a great deal of Wit, 18 

com- 


/ . 


11591 
complaiſant to all, and commnnicates her 
ue to thoſe about her, and if I could 
render myſelf worthy her Acquaintance, 
YL hould prefer her to my one in . 
Word- 
 Onthia. 5 
I readily allow all that you have aid of 
her; notwithſtanding ſhe. is not much 
| beloved. 
Ananda. 1 7 
' Perhaps that! is owing to Envy: There 
are ſome who can't endure: that Merit 
ſhould be encouraged, and think the 
Praiſes beſtowed on the Poſſeſſors of is a 
Tribute only due to themſelves. 
Cynthia. | 
Here comes a good Friend of Leonora 8. 


Scene II. 


Cynthia. 
'You have loſt for ſome Time your 
= conſtant Companion, 
LTLauriana. 

1 * ſo, and am in ſo much Trouble 
on that Account, you can't imagine. 
| 3 Amanda. 
Leonora muſt ſurely have ſome good 
q 3 Qualities, which ſhe conceals, which 

= make her agreeable, for thoſe that appear, 


and Converſation. 


fav] 


don't ſeem to me to be very ertrsordi. | 
{> 2 


Tauriana. 
If you knew her as well as. I. do, you 


would not eaſily paſs your Time Wy: 


out her, 
Cynthia. 
Has the a great Wit? 
Lauriana. ; 
No, but middling, and not very refined, | 
Amanda. 
15 ſhe entertaining ? 
Lauriana. 
She is naturally pretty ſerious. 
Amanaa. 


dhe ſeems however fond of Pleaſure; 


Lauriana, 
She readily acquieſces in the Difp * 


tions of others; but ſhe is not (fn to 1 


have any particular Taſte of her own. 
Ananda. df i 

I imagine however. ſhe has no great } 
Reliſh for Retirement, for ſhe 1s ſeldom 


alone. 


Teal 


That's becauſe her Friends will 1 1 


; allow her to be ſo ; But when I have 
been along with her, and my Bulineſs 


ax2Y.1 
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obliged me to leave her, ſhe appeared 
I to me to be very eaſy and contented. 

.. Cynthia. 


her to your Apartment for your mutual 

Recreation? 

LTLauriana. 5 

1 take any Liberties with her, 1 ak 

her abroad, 1 leave her alone, I engage 
in Diſcourſe with other People before 


[Ren I wiſh to be fo, tho ſhe is in my 


Aſſociate; in a Word, I ſuffer no Un- 
2 <aſineſs but in being ſeparated. from her. 
Amanaa. 


7 our. 
1 Cynthia. 


e. left alone in that Manner, as I ſhould 
Wthink if my Friends liked my Company, 


'Lauriana. © 
ut my Friend will put up with any 


-Do y you venture to take the Liberty of | 
leaving her alone, when you have brought 


her, I diſcloſe my Griefs to her, talk'to 
her of my private Buſineſs, I forget 
WJ myſelf often, and think myſelf. alone 


You are nen prejudiced 1 in her 
n "ride ihe wry well pied, ty 
5 e might « confine their Diſcourſe to me. 


Thin 83 


pany, I find in her the moſt agreeable 


U 162 1 | 

| Thing; ; I muſt leave you ſto write a Lets 

ter to her. 1 9 | . 
enn nm. 


by Olympia. 
Do you know that Lavinia is ; fallen 
out with her beſt Friend ? 
4 5 
How could ſhe fall out with a 10 
of fo ſweet a Temper ? Do you know 
the Reaſon? 
Olympia. 
I have been but ſlightly kad 1 of 
it; but here comes Narciſſa, who always 


knows every Thing, ſhe will let us in» ff: 


to it. | 
Scens IV. - 
4 Olympia: | 9 
We were ſpeaking of the Diſpute bes 


tween Lucinda and her Friend Lavinia, 
Can you tell us the Particulars ? 
Narciſſa. 


Ves, certainly, I know them very : 


* for I am partly the Occaſion. = 
Amanda. | 


if we . may without Offence: al the 
Favour, you will oblige us with a Re- 


Gael of the Affair. 
in Narciſſa. 


F 
8 
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| . Narciſſa. | 
10 went to pay a Vilit to Lucinda; and | 
had not been there about a Quarter of an 
Hour, when in came Lavima; Lucinda 


ſeemed to me to receive her very well : 


However, ſhe was not of the ſame Opi- 


nion, and ſaid, with a Tone of Voice in- 


dicating Reſentment, I believe I have 
intruded unſeaſonably, and that the beſt 
Thing 1 can do will be to return whence 
came. And why pray, ſaid Lucinda, 


do you think we are not very glad to ſee 


you ? Becauſe, returned Lavinia, warm 


y, I ſee it very plain, and that you were 


in Confuſion at my Entrance. Not at 
all, replied we, we have no particular 
Concerifs. Are you angry ? ſaid Lu- 


= c:nda. Angry! anſwered the other, I. 


am never ſo; What, would you make 
a Baby of me? No, replied her Friend, 
but 'tis poſſible you might have had Rea- 


ſon. This is not the firſt Time, reſum'd 


Lavinia, that I have found out I am an 


| unwelcome Gueſt, and I ſhall trouble 


you with no more of my Viſits. Upon 
which ſhe left us, without our being able 


= to detain her; I deſired Lucinda to fol- 
a. 


low and perſuade her back again, but 
Judge of my Surprize, when ſhe made 
ah Anſwer, 


_—— 


_ — * 


| 
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Anſwer, that ſhe was not a little pleaſed . 
to get rid of ſuch an Acquaintance, and 
that it was impoſſible to keep on good 


Terms with her long together; ſo that 


there are ſmall Hopes of an Accommo- 
dation. 


Amanda. 0 
If any one elſe had told me this Ad- 
venture, I could not have believed! it. 


8E V. 


Cynthia. | 
Vou are welcome Home, Madam, you 
ſeem returned in perfect Health, 
+ ade Violetta. 
Ves indeed, Madam, I am very well, 


and the Fortnight that T have beef in the 


n hag palled away very SU 
_ -... Cynthia. - 4 
Had you much Company there? 
Nioletta. 
1 had none with me but Leonora, nor 
did I defire any more. 
Cynthia. 
There muſt needs be a great Friend- 


ſhip between you, that you could enter- 


un each other ſo ons nd with to wren 


* 2 ta, 


{ 


= tov ah com Homage, 


„5 
Violetta. 
Our Friendſhip was not ſo ſtrongly 


confirmed when He the Favour 
of her Company, but now my Affection 


for her will never ceaſe, while ſhe con- 
tinues faith ful to me. 
ä Cynthia. Pe 
That Lady has a Charm about ks | 
for every Body that knows her is con- 
tinually ſpeaking well of her, which is 
a certain Sign that ſhe deſerves it. 
of ES 
Her Good-Nature i is her Charm. 
Cynthia, 
I admire the Spirit of Lavinia, above 


| the beſt Temper in the World. 


| Violeita. © 
You will not always be of ke 1 Mind; 
her Spirit may be ſometimes ſcaſonable 


enough, its Duration of pleaſing is in- 
deed more lively; but for a conſtant 
Companion, Good-Humour is entitled 
to the Preference. Lavinia can be agree- 
able when ſhe pleaſes; but we muſt wait 
upon and watch her Motions, ſhe is not 
always diſpoſed to be affable, ſhe is irre- 


galar, ſoon angry, difficult, and exact 
Cynthia. 


L 1661 
"Cynthia. 


1s it not proper to treat our r | 
with Reſpect ?. 


We ſhould behave indeed with Reſpen 
to all the World; but we ſhould not 
however enact it ourſelves ; we ſhould 
weigh well the Intentions of others, and 
not imagine they deſign to offend us, 
we ſhould prevent their Deſires, and al- 
low them perfect Freedom in converſing 


Violetta. 


with us, and for my Part, nothing is ſo 


irkſome to me as an affected Wiſdom, ff 
becauſe it at the ſame Time ſuppoſes me 
2 Fool, 


Cynthia. 


Violetta. 


It ſhould be imperceptible, and never 


uſed to triumph over others. 
Cynthia. 
Good- Humour then is, in your Opi- 


| nion, ſufficient Merit. 


Violetta. 
Tis a great Step towards pleaſing i in 
Converſation; tho' there are to be ſure 
other good Qualities requiſite, as Secrecy; 


and Diſcretion. 


Cynthia, 


If i it 1s offenſive, we ſhould 1 never have | 
any. 


[w7] 
Cynthia, 
Wherein then doth this Good-Nature 
© | conſiſt ? 


Violetta. 

In reſembling Leonora, in not being 
eaſily provoked, in behaving with Re- 
ſpect, and exacting none in Return, in 
regulating our Temper to a Degree of 
Certainty, and in avoiding Complaints. 

Cynthia. 

What, Are we not to make an An- 

ſwer, when an Affront is given us? 
Violetta. 

*Tis the Peeviſhneſs of our Temper, 
_ miſconſtrues often what is ſaid to 
us: We ſhould paſs over many 'Things, 
8 make no Reply, as not eren any 
Affront intended. 

Cynthia. 

You have convinced me a good while; 
but I was charmed with hearing you 
deſcribe the Advantages of Good-Hu- 
mour. 


Ve 


Fer 


DIA: 


as we ought. 
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DIALOGUE xm i 


The different CHARACTERS of the Many, Co 


; N Melinda, YER | 5 
1 Heartily wiſh we could eſtabliſh: a- blen 
mong us thoſe rational Converſations =. 


that are recommended to us. 81 
Sophronia. non 


We ſhould reap the Benefit of chem, if 
and render ourſelves Examples of their 15 
Utility. 1 

N Melafina NTT 1 

We uf entertain a high Opinion of 

ourſelves, to ſet upfor Examples to others. 2 
Sophronta. 3 

We are obliged to it, and the Fear of 9 
having too good an Opinion of ourſelves, 
would be but a bad Reaſon for not doing i 


Lucilla. = 
All choſe Arguments are tireſone. we 
Melinda. 5 
Will you play at any Game ? V 
Melaſina. like 


"You were not TAS, you were for 
Converſation. 
Ln. 


a- bleſome. 


[ 169 1 

Melinda. 
I was indeed deſirous of it, but if vou 
are inclined to play, we will defer the 


& Converſation till another Opportunity. 


Lucilla. 
We have no Games but what are trou- 


Clarinda. 
158 is poſlible that ſo many as we have, 


none of them can pleaſe you? 


bus Lucilla. 
No. 
Sophronia. 
And what would you do then? 
Lucilla. 
Divert myſelf. 
1 Sopbronia. 2 
off At what? 
| 8 Lucilla. 
I don't know really. 
Melafna. 


wel | 


5 
* 
%. 
*> 
I 
4 
* 


Return to your Converſation, Ladies, 


ve muſt not contradict you. 


Melinda. 


We will be agreeable to play, if * 
like It better. 


2 Melgſina. by | 

No, 171 * we had better Di- 
courſe; but I would tain know how you 
3 can 


[150], 


can reconcile this Defire of improving 
our Reaſon, with the Prohibition of ex- 4 


8 our Wit and Curioſity. 
Sophronia. 


Do you think then there is no Dif- 5 


ference between Wit and Reaſon? 
Lucilla. i 


Do you think ſuch Diſtinctions are 


entertaining ? _ 

Clarindg. 

They are however of great Uſe. 
Melinda, 


Proceed, Madam, if you pleaſe to 4 


clear up this Difference. 
Sopbroniq. 


I take Wit to be a piercing, brilliant 3 
Light, which ſhines upon, and diverts | 
others as well as itſelf, but that it nei- 


ther renders us wiſer or happier, 


Clarinda. © 
And Reaſon ?- ; 5 


a Soc phronia. 


This direcs- Gur Conduct, makes us 
agreeable in the Sight of others, repre- 
ſents Things to us in their real Light, 
oppoſes our Paſſions and Prejudices, and 
enables us to conquer our own F A Gs | 


and bear with thoſe of others. 


x '* | N 3 
W | 5M 


CO 


no 


ſu. 
dit 
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Melinda. © | 

But won't Prudentia enter into Dit 

courſe with us, and give us her Opinion? 
Prudentia. 

I don't like to ſpeak, Are there not e- 
nough of you without me? 

| Sopbronia. 1 
We can't do without you, and I am 


ſure if you will, you are very capable of 
diſcourſing with us. 


Prudentia. 
You would oblige me by excuſing me. 
FEE 
Thheſe Ladies would make great Wits 
of us. 
Melinda. 
We would make you reaſonable People. 
Clarinda. 


Every Body is not ae ot your 
Merit, Madam. | 


Sopbronta. 


You don't think ſo, Ladies; but why 


ſhould we amule ourſelves with what is 
uſeleſs and unprofitable, inſtead of en- 
en to improve each other? 


Clarinda. 
I can't ſee how we can underſtand rea- 
ſonable Arguments, unleſs we are at- 


1 tected 


1 
fected with them; to do this I would ſa 
crifice every Thing. 

Melinda. 

We are very near the Poſſeſſion of 
Reaſon, when we love to hear it talked F 
of, and this Deſire proceeds entirely | 
from Reaſon. - : Z 
N A 
Lou think we have none then? 

Sophronia. 3 

You might, if you would ; but you 

are not diſpoſed, I ſee, for Converſation; 7 
let us Py: therefore. 

Melaſina. 3 

J can't play To- day, every Thing is 

kſome to me. 5 

Clarinda. . 


And theſe Ladies are agreable to any 
Thing, either to talk, or play, and ac- | 
quieſce in the Will of others; if this is 
Reaſon, I muſt confeſs tis very amiable, I 

Melinda. 5 

It is ſo for certain, and induces us to 5 
comply with every one, without inſiſting 
on our own Pleaſure, always ready to 
ſubmit, even when we are in the right. 
Melafina, © S 
| Indeed, Madam, Reaſon muſt needs | 

bear 
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bear the Sway, ſince ſhe is ſo beautiful, 
ſhe ſhould never ſubmit. 
Sopbronia. 

Reaſon, tis true, is condeſcending to 
all; ſhe has indeed great Power, and 
convinces us of her Influence, whether 
we have i it ourſelves, or not. 

Lucilla. 


I am quite tired of hearing ſo much 
about it. 


Clari ada. 


I can't think ſo, what you ſay ! is only 
to induce us to diſpute upon it. 
| Melaſina. 

When we have talked about it as long 
as we can, what ſhall we be the better 
for it! 5 

Sopbronia. 1 

We ſhall be aſſuredly more 8 
for it, which is all we can deſire: But 
can we poſſibly put an End to the Con- 
verſation, without Prudentia's Opinion ? 

Prudentia. 
You will infiſt upon it, Madam, when 
1 en to be excuſec. 
Clarinda. 

We will not be diſcouraged, and you 

may, one Day, perhaps, be more rational 
11 5 7 than 
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than any of us, notwithſlanding your | 


preſent Reluctance. 


5 — 
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DIALOGUE XXIV. 


| On Reſtraint in all Conditions of LIFE. 


An old Lady. 


T OW is it, that 1 ke four young ; 


Ladies of- St, Cyr together at 


once f Is it poſſible I ſhould be indebted | 
to Chance. only for this Pleaſure : 


Corinna. 

No, Ma we muſt confeſs it is an 
Appoin tment of our own, and having had 
more than one Diſpute among ourſelves, 
we _ to refer them to your Arbi- 


Lady. 
I am always ready to oblige you in 
every Thing you defire, and mall be al- 


ways delighted with ſuch agreeable Com- 


Pugs 


Corinna. 


Our Diſputes. were on the Subject of : 


Retiaint ; we have heard a great deal of 
Talk ou it at St. Cyr, and in Eudocra's 


Opinion very reaſonably, Alinda thinks 


"nat 


tha 
anc 
ign 


ſtr; 
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that Nuns are under continual Reſtraint, 
and I agree with her, that they may be 
ignorant of what is tranſacted in the 
World, where there is, perhaps, leſs Re- 


ſtraint than they imagine. 


Euducin. 

If Life anſwers the Deſcription given 
of it at St. Cyr, it would not much attract 
Our Admiration. 

Alinda. p 
True, for there can be no | Pleaſure 
without Liberty. br 
Euclocia. 

1 muſt own my Miſtreſſes have often 
perſuaded me to it, and the little Time I 
have been in the World, I am induced 
to think they told us true. 

Corinna. 

ls it poſſible then, that no Condition of 

Life is free from Reſtraint ? 
Lady. 


This you mult endeavour to find out, 


and begin by your own Experience. 
| Alinda. 

I have had ſo little Freedom "Way I 
left the Convent, that I count as nothing 
what I ſuffered, in Hopes that a Change 
in my Condition would ſet me at Liberty. 


14 Corinna. 
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Corinna. 


1 thought you had Liberty 8 


they ſay that your Mother is all Good- 
Nature, and that you are more Miſtreſs 1 


at Home, than ſhe is. 
Alinda. 


That is very true; but ſhe has a bad 1 
State of Health, and is very devout with- 
al; I can never ſtir out without her, and 


we have never any Pleaſure at Home. 
Eudocia. 


1 have retired for three Months to the 1 


Houſe of a Lady, whence I am ſhortly 


to return to my Father; I am quite tir'd 
out; however, I endeavour all I can to | 


pleaſe her, and this Intention ſubjects me 


to a Reſtraint, that were it of long Con- 


tinuance, would be inſupportable. 
Corinna. 
T am going to be married, and then 
hope to be made Amends for all I now 
ufer from a Grandmother, who is per- 


petually worrying me with repeated Cau- 4 
tions, in whatever I ſhall ſay or do, ſo il 


that I always fit upon Thorns. 
Charlotte. 


My ill Fortune reduces me to Servi- 3 
tude, and I am with very good Sort of 


People who have a great Regard for 


[377 1. 
my Welfare: But there could not 
have been found any more oppoſite to 
my Inclinations; I don't believe 1 can 
continue long with them. 
_ Lady. 
What Occaſion have you for me, 
when your own Experience ſhews you 
that no State of Life is exempt from Re- 
ſtraint? 
; Anda. 
All our Situations, Madam, are de- 
pendant, and when I am eftabiiſhed, 1 
= ſhall be by myſelf, and do eee 
1 PRs. 
Lady. 

'You will have your Huſband to pleaſe, 
and then you will have a Maſter. 

Alinda. | 
A This Maſter will love me, and conſult 
L only my Happineſs. 
- Lady. 
You may perhaps diſpleaſe him, or he 
may diſpleaſe you: It is almoſt impoſſi- 
dle your Tempers ſhould be alike ; he 
may ruin you by his Method of Living: 
Ue may be covetous, and refuſe you 
every Thing: You would indeed think 
me tedious, were I to deſcribe to you ne 
2 Diſadvantages of e 


11781) 
Eudocià. 


Im beſeed by my Father, and can T 
do what ] pleaſe 125 I am with him. tom, 
Yau will do CT be defires of you, WW R 
which may be directly contrary £0: your Die. 
Inclination. = 
Corinna. = 
The Man to whom I am betrothed ; is ¶ moc 
honeſt, tho poor. W to 
Lacy. pan 
Fou will love him, if it be fo, and will pre 
ſuffer with him, and for him; Children 
will encreaſe your Poverty, and God WF e 
grant that Neceſſity, which too often no 
ſours our Tempers, may not interrupt 
your Union; all theſe Things occaſion : 
great Alterations. _ race 
Alinda. W ral 
Are there then none, Madam, at Li- 3 
berty to do as they pleaſe ? 
Lady. 
There are Pe who do ſo ſome- 
times; but that happens but ſeldom and Al 
doth not laſt long. it 
Eudocia. 
What Reſtraint doth a muh Widow 


without Children undergo ? 
Lady. 


- 0120097" 
| f #” ” ROS 

That of Mh ez to Reaſon, coc. 
| tom, and Decorum. 5 

if Alinga. 
3 Reaſon doth not ROOM us the Uſe of 
5 Diverſions. 
1 La Lady. 


7 No, but then it 0 be only for a 
A 3 Time, and with a due Regard 
to Propriety in the Choice of our Com- 
W panions ; and but ſeldom, if we would 
1 preſerve our Reputation. 

f Eudocia. 

Can we loſe. our Reputation, and do 

no Harm? 
| Lady. 
A Woman cannot maintain her Cha- 
I racer, if the is obſerved to be always 
W taking her Pleaſure. 
£1 | > 2: Alrnaa. 
And what will the World fay of ber! ? 
7 Lady. 

That ſhe is too fond of going abroad, 
and that a good Wife will be content ta 
ſtay at Home. 
Corinna. 

And why ſtay at Home, if the do no 
Tarm in going abroad ? 


1 Lady. 
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ler ing Moderation, in not dlgng 1 
all her Inclinations, in not devoting her- 
ſelf to Pleaſures, tho' innocent; and all 
9 this Self-Denial impoſes Reſtraint. 


[ x80 J 
Lady. | 
Becauſe the Merit of a Wife conſiſts in 


Eudocia. 


You frighten me, Madam, and make ; a 
me deſire to live by myſelf. -Y 


Lady. 


That would be an Webern Re- 7 
ſtraint, for you would often have a Mind | : 
to go out and ſee the World. F 


Alinda. 


To live in an agreeable Family, with- a 


out Huſband, or without Children, would 
be more ſatisfactory. 


Lady. 


We muſt ſubmit to Reſtraint, in order 4 


to qualify us for Conformity to the Will 
of others, at leaſt in our Turn. 


Eudocia. 


When we are old, our Character eſta- 


bliſhed, and that we have no farther 


eee with the World, Are we > Not 
without Reſtraint ? 

aa. 

No, Society always requires it; we 

muſt reſtrain ourſelyes, that we may not 

become 
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become burdenſome to others; we muſt 
be filent when we would ſpeak, - and 
ſpeak when we would be filent; we 
muſt conform to the Will of others; in 
a Word, all that you have heard of Re- 
ſpect, Politeneſs, knowing how to live, 
other People's Affairs; all this, in plain 


Engliſh, is to know how to ſubmit to 
Conſtraint. : 


— 


Corinna. by 
11 ſee no Reſource but in Religion, 


Will not that enable me to live without 
| Reſtraint ? 


Lady. 
No, but Religion will teach you to 
like it, and that is indeed the _ Me- 
thod of enjoying your b 
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DIALOGUE XXV. 
On LABOUR, 
Laura, | 
"HAT! Madam, are you at Work 
on a Day of Recreation? 


Eupbemig. 


Dp Miſtreſſes have given me Leave. 


Amelia. 


Ic . y 
bi 
1 * 
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| Amelia. 
I am very ſorry, that you are deprived 
of the Pleaſure of diverting yourſelf, and 
1 abroad. 
Leonora. = 
And I, on the contrary, envy the La- 
dy the Liberty allowed her of nn 1 
all Day long. # 
Laura. 


You judge of others, by yourſelf, Ma- 


dam; you love Work, but I fancy, if 


Euphemia were left to her Inclination, 
ſhe would prefer Pleaſure to Labour. 
Euphemia. 
I indeed approve of Amuſement, but 
I had much rather work than play. 
Amelia. _ 
What Pleaſure, pray, can be found in 
Labour ? 
Euphema. & | 
That of Employment, of not loſing M 


our Time, of accuſtoming ourſelves to 


leave off Diverſions, and of having no- 
thing wherewith to reproach ourſelves. Ml 
Laura. 
'Tis true, indeed, that by indulging 
the Deſign of making every Thing tub- 
mit to my Pleaſure, and by giving my- 
ſelf over, as has been ſaid, to Gaicty, I 
found 


found myſelf much at a Lofs to comply 
with the Taſte of my Companions, which 
was very different from my own, 

Po Amelia. 
And I have undergone a ſevere Re- 
= primand from my Miſtreſſes, which has 
given me more Uneaſineſs, than all the 
Recreation in the World can give me 
Pleaſure. 5 | 
1 Eußpbemia. 5 
And I never found theſe Diſadvantages 
in my Work. : 

? Sappbira. | 

But have you not likewiſe found a Plea- 
face in t! EY oo 
E 

Beſides that of ſeeing my Work go 

forward, I have exceeded my Miſtreſſes 
Expectations. I have attracted their 
W Commendation, and they have recom- 
W mended my Example to my Compa- 
W nions: I acquire a Habit of Diligence 
and Induſtry, which will fave me many 
W Reprimands at St. Cyr, and will afford 
me great Satisfaction in whatever Place I 


© 0 


9 may hereafter chance to be. 

J=- | Sapphira, | 
— There are, I find, numerous Ad van- 
[ 8 


ta ges 


tapes in e e that I never hitherto 
conceived. | 
Leonora. 


The 1025 of Work alone is of itſelf W ti 
10 eſtimable Treaſure, it calms the Paſ- 


fions, employs the Mind, and drives out 
* the Root of all Evils. l 


Euphemia. 


"Tis true, indeed, that ſince I am be- 1 


come fond of Work, 1 have hardly ny 


Thing to reproach myſelf with. My 


Miſtreſſes are well pleaſed with me, Ml 

whereas before, I was reproved by them 
almoſt every Hour in the Day. z 

Silvia. 


Vou may add ſtill farther to enhance 
the Love of Work, Madam, that it makes 
our Time paſs away profitably and agree- 
ably ; and doth not allow us Leiſure for 
Vexation. E 


= Cote. 4x 
Iti is in a more eſpecial Manner re- A 


quiſite to our Sex, and I have heard it 
aſſerted by Perſons of Senſe and diſtin- | 
guiſhed Piety, that a Girl muſt either be 


induſtrious, or a Coquette. 
Sapphira. 

And why ſo, Madam? „ 

Celia. 
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172 | Celia. | 1 
= Becauſe we mult neceſſarily be ſuppo- 
ſed to have ſome Taſte, we can't live en- 
tirely without Pleaſure ; and if we don't 


= find it in a uſeful Employment, it is natu- 
ral to ſeek it elſewhere, and we rarely 
meet with any but what are too dange- 
WT rous. e | 
13 Leonora. e 
In ſhort, What can one of our Sex 
do, that cannot ſtay at Home, or take 
any Pleaſure in the domeſtic Duties of 
her Houſe ? She has no other Reſource 
than to ſeek it in Play, Company, or 
Shows: Can there be any Thing ſo dan- 
gerous, not only with Reſpect to Piety, 
but to our Reputation alſo ? 
= Amelia. A 
I agree with you, Madam, in the 
Dangers attendant on ſuch Kinds of Plea- 


ſure, and I purpoſe to betake myſelf to 


Work, when 1 have no Reliſh ſor the 
innocent Amuſements of Youth ; but in 
the mean Time, I am reſolved to enjoy 
= myſelf, and defer more ſerious Employ- 
ment to an Age, when, in my Opinion, 
they will be much more reaſonable, 
„́C“¼ß 85. Bag. 
= How! Dear Madam, can we then be 
| rea- 
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reaſonable too ſoon, and would you con- 
ſent to be treated like a Child? At ten or 
twelve Years of Age, you ſhould be able] 
to manage your Family Affairs, and toi 
take upon you the Care of your Siſters, Þ 

Sthviga. 2 
Add to this, Madam, that we cannot ourſe 
too ſoon acquire good Habits, and that Wor 
we ſhall never take a Liking to Work, | ed m 
| unleſs we accuſtom ourſelves to it in out 
Youth, = M 
| Sappbira. FEE ne 
As 1 may probably, when 1 go from ing! 
hence, be obliged to depend upon my 1 m: 
Work, I am contented to prepare a = 
ſelf for i it betimes. : 
Leonora. 3 
Tho we ſhould not be urged t to it by 1 
Neceſlity, yet it behoves us, as we would 
anſwer our Character as Chriſtians, to be 
induſtrious. þ 


Silvia. 5 

It is an n indiſpenſable Obligation upon „ 
all Men, ever ſince Sin came into the 
World: For obſerve, when Adam had 
ſinned, God did not allow him to make 
Atonement, by ſuffering him to paſs his 
Life in Indolence | in the Deſert, but ſaid N 
160 
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to him: Of ths Sweat of ty Face 1 
thou eat Bread. 

Euphema. 
WB This Reflection ſurprizes me, for I 
did not think it neceſſary to fatigue our- 
ſelves with Work, but only to'employ 
ourſelves, and I never undertook any 
Work, but when my Inclination prompt- 
4 ed me to it. 5 
Y Ane lia. 
My Motive was not ſo laadable, for 
I never worked but for the Sake of ſeem- 
ing induſtrious, without caring whether 
I made any Progreſs or no. 

Leonora. 5 
= Your Motive, Madam, is indeed 
5 worſe than not lovin Work; for it is 
very diſhonourable to live at the Expence 

of a Houſe, and do no Manner of Ser- 
vice in Return. 
: | 1 4 

1 muſt confels that bodily Labour is 
irkſome to me, and I ſhould like much 
better Employment for the Mind, 
5 Sylvia. 

That is as prejudicial to our Sex, as 
the other is advantageous : Silence, Mo- 
deſty, and n are qur Portion. 


1 | | Celia. : 


1 
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Celia. 

When Solomon deſcribes a virtuous 

Woman, he doth not ſay ſhe is learned, 

but obſerves, ſhe ſeeketh Wool and 

Flax, and layeth her Hand to the 5 f 

dle, and maketh her Wiſdom appear ing 
the Work of her Hands. 

| A me 1 id, 4 4 

I can hardly ſubmit to ſuch I=jundionl 3 

es theſe! I am wholly for exerciſing wy 1 

Mind. 5 


Leonora. q 

Let us endeavour to be reaſonable, 2 
Ladies, and as much of a Chriſtian 4 
Principle as we can, and we ſhall be! 
happy both in this World and the next; 
the Wits of our Sex will be ridiculd 4 
by Men for their N A Accompliſh-Þ 
ments, and will diſpleaſe God by their 4 
Arrogance and e 5 
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DIALOGUE XXVI. 


On Good Conpucr. | 


| hs Vialkrta. 
j When we commend a Lady for her 
| 700d Conduct, what do we © underſtand 


| by it? 
Lucinda. 


11 


, 
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12 

That ſhe 1 is virtuous and not conceited, 
Angelica, 

This is for certain an effential Point, 


but I always thought good Conduct had 
a more extenſive Import. 


Lucinda. 


I ſhould be glad to hear it particularly 


Angelica. 
Good Conduct then conſiſts in diſ- 
charging our Duty, in governing ourſelves, 


and in avoiding all Manner o Exceſs. 


Melaſfina. | 
And in being as punctual and regular 


as we can in our Affairs. 


Violetta. 
I know we ſhould avoid Exceſs, and 


every Thing elſe that is bad, But is Con- 


duct requiſite in Matters of Indifference ? 
Angelica. 5 
we ſhould have it always, and as Me- 


afina obſerves, our Conduct ſhould be 


as regular as poſſible. 
Lucinda. | | 
And what would be the Conſequence, 


Madam, if I were to be irregular in my 


Employment, if, for Inſtance, I were 


to o Work one Day, and play another ? 
es 


— — _ — 
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your Conduct in two Days only, but if 
you were to work three Months ſueceſ- 


a Friend every Day, and to paſs myſi 
of Merit ? 


lows ſo great Extreams. 


to good Conduct, than thoſe very Ex- 
treams. . 
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Angelica. ; 
There can be no Judgment form'd off 


ſively, and play the three Months next 
enſuing, you would be liable to be blam di 
for running to; Extreams. 3 

eli. E | 
What! may I not be allow'd to vil 


whole Time in the Company of a Perſon 


Melafa. 2 
You will ſhew a much better Conduit 

in obſerving a Medium, and will thereby. 

avoid the Diſtaſte which, uſually, fol 3 


Angelica. 4 
There can be nothing more oppoſite : 


BC Violetta. b 
You are over-wiſe, Madam, and 18 
find reſtrain your inclinations in ever) £1 the 
Reſpect. = qu: 
Melofina. | of 
We have been long ago atisfied, that = 
what is calld Merit confiſts in Self-re- ; 


| ſtraint. 


An ge lic. 
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Angelica. 
4 We are made Amends by the Peace 
8 of Mind, and Honour reſulting from 
good Conduct, for all hat we ſuffer * 
2 little Reſtraint. 


" Lucinda. . 
But why are we requir'd to ſubmit to 


= Reſtraint 1 in what is harmleſs ? 


| wiſe by doing Good. 


„ Angelis, 
Becauſe that Conduct we are ſpeaking 
of is not barely comprehended in the 
avoiding of Evil, we muſt ſpecity it _ 


Lucinda. 
Would you hinder us too from pray- 
ing to God as often as we have a Mind 


ſo to do? 


4. 


Melafina. 
Ves: we ſhould not pray all one Day, 
and think nothing of it the next; we 
ſhould make an End of our Prayers in 


order to fulfil other Duties; we ſhould 


ſhorten our Prayers to avoid continuing 
them to an Extremity, and in order to 


qualify us the better to ey: every Day 
of our Lives. 


| Violetia. | 
We connot deny, Madam, the Truth 
| of 
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of your Aſſertion, but ſuch a Practice as | : 


this is quite unfaſhionable. 


Angelica. : 
Our Inclinations are not always Jim L 


enough to be wholly indulg'd ; we ſhould 


frequently oppoſe them, ſometimes ſup- 
preſs them, and always reſtrain them; 
and this is the Canduct in which you 
would be inſtructed. I 
Violetta. L 
Let us return to that good F riend, to : 
whoſe Service you will not ſuffer us to 
devote. ourſelves. . 
, FO 3 
We ſhould never do this, we ſhould 4 
be always Miſtreſſes of ourſelves, and fei 


have Regard to the Time to come: This 
intimate Friend may diſappoint you, per- 


haps deſert you for another, or you may 
probably grow weary of her, and the 


ſureſt Way of becoming fo, is by cevcling Er. 
yourſelf wholly to her Service. 1 


Melaft na. 3 
In caſe you give your whole Time 
and Attention to this Friend, what will 
become of your others, your near Rela- 
tions? Can you return to them? Will 
you find them ready to receive you when 


this Favourite ſhall appear to fall off, either 


by 
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which may chance to ſeparate 355 77 
Lucinda. | 
f What Circumſpection do you require 
indeed! And do you then never act na- 
turally, and of your own Accord ? 
: Angelica. 
lt we were to act naturally, we mould 
be perpetually in Fault; we ſhould be 
one Day wholly taken up with one 
Thing, and the next with another; we 
= ſhould commence a Treaty of Friend- 
WJ ſhip, and immediately take a Diſtaſte to 
Wit; we ſhould fall out with our Friends, 
ve ſhould be wanting in our Duty, we 
could be always complaining, ſhould be 
either too frugal or too liberal; we ſhould 
Inow be for Retirement, and the next 
Moment for appearing abroad in the 
World; we ſhould be religious for three 
. Months, and afterwards Libertines; one 
Time fancy Dreſs, another Diſhabille ; 
in a Word, we ſhould grow fantaſtical, 
and become as thoſe of whom tis ſaid : 
They have no Conduct; that is to ſay, 
: 1 know not what they would be at. 
„ Na. 
Von have ſaid nothing. of Conduct; in 
| Buſineſs. 1 


* 3 E © Angelica. f 


by Sickneſs or any other Event in Life 


and not to be diſpenſed with, unleſs wel 


not immediately foreſee, endeavour toll 


rather deny ourſelyes what we want 3 


appears to me, that we ſhould neceſſi- 3 
rily have Judgment. 7 2 


: the World. 


Boy A ; what 
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Angelica. 
It is cs altogether neceſlary, q 


would be entirely ruined. 


Lucinda. = MS 

At leaſt by thoſe who are not over-· and 
rich. 1 our 
a e | 1 and 
However rich we may be, we ſhould] ; clin 


weg Oeconomy, and proportion our 
xpences to our Finances, make Allow. — 
ance for thoſe Exigences which we do = 


fave ſomething at the Year's End, and 
than borrow. 


| Mel Ain a. | 6 
From what you have ſaid, Madam, i 


An 1 5 

It is a thouſand Times more requiſite 
than Wit, and 'tis in this Judgment, tha vo 
good Conduct conſiſts, which make u a c 
amiable in the Sight of Ip: Peter Part of KB 


1 | . 3 
Bat this Conduct ſeems to me to bef | 
only an Art, which _ Points out to us, 


Ws 
what is moſt worthy our Attention, ſe 
that I ſee nothing eſſential in it, nor do 
l take it to be really meritorious. 


Angelica. IN 
Without the Poffeſſion of true Merit 
and eſſential Virtues. we can never ſteer 
our Conduct by the Rules of Reaſon ; 
and the ſubduing and oppoſing our In- 
clinations is no ſmall hs a of Merit. 


2 — 


ͤ„é— 


rn. 


DIALOGUE XXVII. 
on GRATITUDE. 


| - Corinna. 
1 ERE are many Perſons who 
will own they are not without ſome 
Faults, but I never found any that would 
confels themſelves ungrateful. 
Eupbemia. 
l am not at all urprized at it, for that 


would be to gg themſelves of 
a D ge} Mind. 


Julia. f 
It is however too plain, that there is 
very little Gratitude in the World. 
as” Hu 
1 it poſſible, B Madam ? Nothing can 
K 2 __ ſurely 
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furely be a greater Diſgrace to human L. 
Nature, than to want it. | 
Julia. : 

Very true, but human Nature 1 is greatly I 
defective. 


Euphemia. . = 
Nothing however appears to me more 
natural, than to teſtify a due Senſe of 
Favours received, or Services done to us. 
Julia. 1 4 
There are few but in the Inſtant they 
receive any Favour, will acknowledge 
ſome Obligation: But this Sentiment 
is not of long Duration, the Service 
is forgot, and oftentimes we ſhall have 
the Misfortune to live with thoſe we 
have ſerved, 3 as : under Obligations to 


them. CN. i; 
This is a very N way * 1 4 
I would have my whole Life continually 
—— in ſhewing my Gratitude. 
nn... 3 

I think now you carry the Point a li. 
tle too far, for it may ſo happen that | 
5 may be obliged to a Perſon with whom 
it would be inſupportable to hold a conti- 
nua Correſpondence. s 


Euphemia, 


[97] 
| Eupbenita.. 
That would be a great Pity. 
Corinna. 
True, but this may rr be 0 
Caſe. 
Eupbemia. 
What can we do e ſuch an Oc- 
caſion ? | 
ali. 
| Whether you conform to ho Laws if 
Honour, profeſs the Gratitude you owe 
that Perſon, do her all the Service in 
your Power, or never diſoblige her; you 
ſee by all this, that theſe are Chains 
which confine us, and for this Reaſon 1 
am obliged to tell you, that it is often 
very burdenſome to us. 
Eupbemia. 
ou have a fad pines. of the Mind 
of Man. | 
Julia. 
Beaute I know them by my own Ex- | 
perience, and that of others. 
Sophronia. 
For my Part, I can never think myſelf 
grateful — There is nothing but 
what I could do with Pleaſure, for thoſe 
who have obliged me; they are every 
b ©Y Thing 


finds an Occaſion of ſerving you, and 


fer the Obligation to Affinity and Friend- 


<8 ia 
z Y z 
. * 4 
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Thing to me: I eſteem them above all 


my Friends and neareſt Relations. 
ulia. 
Theſe Sentiments denote a wood Heart, 


but you carry them to too great Lengths. 3 


Euphemia. 


Can we indulge too much a Sentiment Y 


ſo rational and truly noble ? 
lia. 


Ves, you may, if you don't contain it 


within bs Bounds of Reaſon and Diſcre- 
tion. 2 


Corinna. 
Tis carrying the Matter too far, to 
ſay you eſteem thoſe who have obliged 


you, above your F riends and Relations. 


Julia. | 
Indeed, it may happen that a Pelſon 


embraces it: Vou ſhould acknowledge 
it; but not in ſuch a Manner, as to pre- 


ſhip. 
Euphemia. 


I think I ſhould fo far carry my Ac- 
knowledgements, that I ſhould eſteem 


no Friends like thoſe who had obliged 
mrs and © Round hate their SO, 
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Tall 7:51 fe Eg] 
We ſhould hate nobody, and all Senti- 
ments of Anger are unjuſtifiable, and if 
7 they were not, they ſhould be corrected. 
9  Euphema, © 
You puzzle me greatly, Madam; 1 
thought it was impoſſible to have too 
much Gratitude. | 
Corinna. 
3 I know very well it would be very in- 
differently looked upon, if it was to cauſe 
nus to fai in our Duty; as we ſhould cer- 
tainly do, if we were to prefer a Perſon 
who had done us a Kindneſs, to a Fa- 
n ther, a Siſter, an old Friend, &c. 
2  Euphemia. 
| You will allow, however, that no- 
thing is ſo baſe as Ingratitude. 
9 5 
I do indeed, but can there be a more 
palpable Inſtance of this Crime than pre- 


terring any one to a Father, or a Mo- 
ther ? 


FX 
* 
L > \ 
x 
5 * 
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| Sopbronia. $ 
And you would not then eſteem a 
Perſon, who ſhould carry their Acknow- 
ledgements ſo far? 
l © 106d). 
No for certain, nor would any Body 
K 4 elſe. 
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elſe eſteem them; it is requiſite that the 1 
Virtue ſhould be regulated, 1 

But that los Senflinecit of which 1 mul J 

own I am not Miſtreſs. 3 
Corinna. 3 

You muſt endeavour to be ſo, and not 

run into one Extreme, to avoid in j 
Julia. = 

I believe ſincerely, that this is the real | = 
Sentiment of Sophronia, whoſe Diſpoſi- 
tion is admirable ; but I can't think ſo of 
every Body elſe : Such Sentiments as theſe L 
are often the Effects of Art, and the 
Vanity of appearing noble-minded. 2 

Enuphemia. 

1 muſt confeſs, I cannot eaſily com- 

prehend that our Acknowledgements 
can be carried too far, how forcible ſo- 
ever your Arguments appear. 

Julia. 

That which deftroys Juſtice, Religion 
and Reaſon exceeds its proper Bounds, 
and cannot be {tiled a Virtue. 

% 557 Ot E 

What! Can Gratitude make us defi- 
cient in any other Duty? We muſt then 
be neceſſarily led away by a bags? or miſ⸗ 
taken Idea of wars el 

Sepbra- 


KR 


'S 
oe 3 


© 
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| Sopbronia. Vir a ofts SM 

I take it to conſiſt, in hating the Ene- 
mies of my Benefactors, in loving their 
Friends, in oppoſing their Competitors, 
and much more their Sueceſſors. 

". ” 

This Virtue certainly renders yo 
dalex of very great Injuſtice, for the 
Perſon who hath obliged you, may be 
to blame in all theſe Inſtances. 

Sopbronia. 

a: can ſee x no Fault in thoſe who oblige 
me. 
Corinna. 

You then muſt love them better than 
yourſelf, For if you have any Senſe, 
you muſt needs know you ſometimes act 
amils, 
Julia to So dronia, 

Vou have too much Senſe not to ſee 
when you commit an Error; all the Vir- 
tues muſt needs be regulated and prac- 
tiſed with Moderation: To be perpetu- 
ally giving, is Prodigality, and not Libe- 


' rality ; never to give at all, is Avarice, 


and not Oeconomy ; to ſuffer thoſe en- 
truſted to our Care to be diſorderly, is 
Neglect and Baſeneſs, not de and 


A Lan- 


dd 41 2 
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| Candour; and ſo of all the 1180 too te- if 


dious to-recite, Naval s 
x 1 Eupbemia. id 4-8 
Whither will your "Hh Wo a bad 
at laſt, to Ingratitude ? 11400-3d Jon 
Julia. 


1 ſhould be very ſorry if they did, for : 
Ingratitude is deteſtable, and proceeds : 
from a Meanneſs of Spirit truly deſpica- 


Sa 


ale: Nothing can be lovelier, or more 


worthy our Practice than Gratitude, and | 
' a Benefit ſhould certainly never be for- | 
got; but tis my Opinion, that our Gra- 
titude ſhould be reſtrained to its due 


Limits, and proportioned to the Obliga- 


tions we receive, and that one Virtue 


ther. 
88 


ſhould never deſtroy the Efficacy of ano- | 


It would be unjuſt to hate the Perſon Þ 
who ſucceeds your Benefactor; for ſome 


body or other muſt neceſſarily ſucceed. 
Sophronia. 


I could not look upon them with a- 


tisfaction. | 
Julia. 

They might remind you, perhaps, of 
the Perſon who had obliged you; but 
you ſhould not, e look 2 * 

'em 
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em with Diſguſt. Sophroniaan - 
mia have ſu ciently teſtified their good 
Intentions ; but they cannot deny but we 
are in the right, and that Gratitude ſhould 
not be confined like other Virtues, which 
become Exceſſes, when they exced their 
RO Bounds, 


DIALOGUE XXVII. 


On Goop- BrrEDING. 


Eudbcia. 
HAT is meant, by ſaying : Such 
= - an one has Good-Breeding ? I 
© | A not whether it be an Encomium, 
or a Reflection. 
Melhora. 
You give me a great deal of Pleaſure, 
Madam, by introducing this Topic of 
Diſcourfe, for I have been a great while 
& perplexed with this Term; which 1 ot- 
ten find very ui 'apphed, 7 ff 57 
Þ _ Lucretia, 
| What then doth Breeding mean # 
* | 
1 think 1 it conſiſts in having a Mind a 
ne * 6 obs 
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bove our Fortune, and in ng to ex- 
alt ourſelves oy” Meri. n 

|  Melliera. © = 
What | Should we ſk to | be abor 4 
our Parents? N J 
» Lacilla. --- 

Yes, and ſet no Bounds to our Ambi- I 
þ tion. 3 . 1 
| Lucretia. _ 
But this Aim is to no Purpoſe ; for wel 
ſhall be always indebted to them for our 
Birth, and conſequently not at all above i 


| them. | 

Lucilla, . 
We may arrive at Honours and Digni- 
ties, which will ſet us above our Parents. 
Melliora. 3 
Your Ideas are very well adapted to 
our Times, when we ſee Footmen in! 
Coaches, and Gentlemen on Foot: Theſe 4 
Footmen, then, Madam, have Breeding. 
Lucilla. ö 
Certainly, and in my Opinion, there! 15 
nothing more commendable. N 
Leonora. | 

[ think quite differently, for 1 have al- 
ways regarded ſuch Perſons with Con- 


tempt, on Account of their Inſolence. 
Melhora, 
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Dez Melliora. : 

94 2 more eafily excuſe their Info: 
lence, than their 3 Breeding. 5 
ge 4H - Badocra, i 

Wherein x then do you make Breeding 
conliſt ? 


by F $i xiT, * 


\ 2.  Melhora. © 155 3 
To have Good- Breeding, is to oft 
Virtue to every Thing elſe, to know how 
to diſpence with Riches, when they clude 
our Purſuit, and not to ſuffer 8 to 
engroſs our Attention, when they are in 
our Power; to ſhare them with the diſ- 
treſſed, and never to look upon the un- 
happy with Contempt; to make ourſelves 
worthy to poſſeſs what we have, without 
wiſhing for more than becomes our Con- 
f dition. 


8 Lacilla 5 | 
Would you then refuſe a Place hae 
ſhould be offered you, becauſe it is above 
you? g 
Melliore. | 
No, but if I was to obtain Preferment 
in that manner, it would not be called 
"INN" 
Eudbcia. | 
What chen i is now called i Breeding ? 


M:lhiora, 


[26]. 
Melliora., E 
A boundleſs Ambition, that aſpires to 
be richer, and more powerful 3 the 
greateſt Lords; that prides itſelf, in beg 3 
profuſe even to Prodigality, and purchat- 
ing Places poſſeſſed by Perſons to whom 
we have not the Liberty of ſpeaking, 
-marrying into their Familes, i in ſupport- 
ing a Houſe and Equipage, wherein every 
e an magnificent but its e. | 
mari: 
Ny ſhould eſteem all this but Folly. 
Melliora. 
1 always thought it ſotoo ; this, how- 
ever, is what the World now calls 
Breeding, and the Man is deſpiſed, who 
aims no higher than to be of his Father's 
Trade, and contents himſelf with a mo- 
derate Competency; who lives regularly, 
and within Bounds, who conſiders him- 
ſelf but as he really is, and thinks there 
are many People above him. 
Leonora. 
This is the Picture of true Wiſdom. 
Lucilla. 
How! If Fortune ſhould pleaſe to ex- 
alt me, if my Superiors ſhould offer me 


Wealth and Honours, Would it be Wil- 
dom to refuſe them ? 


M -lli ora, 
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 Melliork. 
No but to be ſenſible, that neither 
Fortune, nor your Superiors can give you 
any other Birth than your own, you may 
make Advantage of it, but ſhould not a- 
buſe it ;-fince in ſpite of Fortune there are 
many miſerable who are in Birth above 8 


ou. 
— EX r Toile: 

You muſt ſuppoſe then thet 1 ſprung 
from the very Dregs of the People, for if 
I am nobly'born, the Difference will be 
only in how much greater or leſſer a De- 
. 


Melliora. 
There are Degrees of Nobility ; j . 
ſhould conſider ourſelves as what we 
really are; we can only riſe by our Merit, 
= which is alone true Breeding. 
= Lucretia. 
Wherein do you place this Merit? 
Leonora. | 
I take it to conſiſt in ſeeing all Things 
in their proper Light, in not eſteeming 
them above their Value, in being above 
all Conditions, and obſerving ſuch a Con- 
duct as may ſufliciently evince, that the 
State in which we are phac'd has not turn'd 
our Brain, 


ATE Laila. 
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Lucilla. 4 

If you were born to be a Soldier, would 
you not with to be a Marſhal of France? | 

Leonora. 7 

1 ſhould perhaps wiſh to acquit myſelf 1 
to the beſt of my Ability in my Profetlion 
| that I might arrive at that Honour. 4 


And would you as a Deſign 1 
fo diſproportioned to our Condition? 
Leonora. 2 


have already told you, I think. that to Y 
en deſerve Promotion is true good 

Breeding, and Iwill conclude this Diſcourſe | 
by a very agreeable Repreſentation: A | 
Man of no Education goes thro all the 
Degrees in War, and by his Merit comes 
to be a General, after which, having a 
Diſpute with a great Nobleman, he re- 
proaches him with his Meanneſs of Birth, 
telling him he ſhews{his Breeding, and that 
he came from a Dunghil ; upon which 
the other anſwer'd, true, I know T came 
from nothing, and I am perſuaded, if you 
had been born as I was, ou would not 


bave been what I am now | 45 
Eudocia. : 
Don't you think ſuch an Anſwer too 
0 5 


= Leonora, 


ld 
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Leonora. 
1 any y Thing can ſet us on an Equa- 
lity with thoſe above us, it is the baving 
more N en SK * 


* ͤä2ä 


=D AL 2425 E XIX. 
' On GENEROSITY, 


Sophia. bs 
AM overjoy'd that we are all Five 
1 met together to have the Pleaſure of 


5 


entring — Diſcourſes, from which 1 
= ſind =. have always reap'd ſome Benet. 


|  Charicka, © 
We ſhould be highly to blame if we 
did not improve the Pains taken with us, 
Y a 2 2 e to Io Inſtcuc- 


1 
5 
7 : 'S b 4 : 
1 | q 8 ; df 4 
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8 
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Tereſa. a gi 
Aoi FE WOE 4 it to Pratice when- 
ever Occaſion preſents R 
Alliada. en 
In my Opinion we know e more 
than we are able to practice, and that 
there are ſome Virtues nend my for 
the Great. pr CRUOV: 2 | 
© Sopbia. FR 32h ++ 9600 
What are thoſe Virtues then J | 
Alinda. 
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Alinda. 3 
Generoſity, for Inſtance: How can we 


be generous, who have more Need of re- 


ceiving Gifts than Power to beſtow any ? 
: Chariclea. 
It is not Fortune that can nme our 


Inclinations, but before we enter on the 
Matter in Debate, let us firſt inform our- 


ſelves what is meant by Generoſity. 
Sophia. | 

I think it is a Greatneſs of Soul which || 
laces us above all Manner of Intereſts, 
Eavy, Oc, which induces us to commi- Þ 
ſerate the Diſtreſſes of others, and to aſ- 
ſiſt them to the utmoſt of our Power; 
and renders us incapable of doing a baſe Þ 


Action. 
e FJ 
I 3 Generoſity conſiſted i in giv- 3 
ing freely. 9 
| 1105 Tereſa. 55 5 | 
That is Liberality ; ; but Genen ex- 
tends farther: Tis an Impuſe 5 the 
Heart which makes it ſenſible of another $ 

Misfortunes. | 
Chariclea. 


And which ſometimes renders us more | 
affected with them than with « our own. 


Andi. 


1 


5 % & "5 


— 
* 
w 
8 


%” 


1 of? 


[ 211 ] 
And. | 
What can you ſee in all ther you have 
ſaid of it that relates to us? = 
| Cbariclea. us: 
Every Thing ; fince it requires only : a 
1 and noble Mind. 
1 . 
What Marks do you give of it ? 
Cbariclta. | 
Virtue does not conſiſt in the . 
Proof given of it: Thoſe are indeed the 
Diſtinctions of Virtue; but it is within 
its Exiſtence muſt be found, and we are 


as well able as othersco be above lacrative 


Vices, and Envy, and han Aon of Mean- 
nels. 1 5 
E 


What Kind of ae do you ſpeak 


Sophia. 
Of ſuch as proceeds from Intereſt, of Us 
Flatteries we beſtow on thoſe whoſe Ser- 


3 vices we ſollicit of ſuch ſervile Officiouſ- 


neſs, as induces us to ſuffer ourſelves to 
be trod under Foot by thoſe in Favour. 
Olympia. 

I am delighted to hear you ſpeak, Ma- 
dam: : You give me Reaſon to think that I 
am generous, for 1 can't endure Fa- 
vourites, 


| (1 
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vourites, and am only fond of the Unfor- : 
tunate, and tis enough that a Perſon be WM _ * 
belov'd by the King, or indulg'd by For- 


tune to make me hate him. 
| Tereſa. 


I knew one who ſhar'd his Food and N 
his Apparel with the Neceſſitous, and 
when they were able to do without him 


he could endure them no longer. 
| Charicla. 
That can't be call'd Generoſity; tis ra- 


ther a Sort of Envy. 


28 ereſa. 
How! is it Envy to give ae our Fool 


and Raiment ? 


Chari 17 


There is ſome e of T enderneſs 


and Compaſſion in giving away our Food 

and Raiment : But 'tis certainly Envy not 
to love thoſe who no longer need our Aſ- 
| fiſtance ; it argues a Deſire of appearing 


above them ; and there is nothing in luck 


a Sentiment worthy to be es Genero- 
— 115 ; 


Olympia," bl 
| You cannot ſay that of me; 1 have n no 


Manner of Intereſt i in my Thoughts, and 
in in hating thoſe 1 in * 9 


f Sophia: 


:. Wo — We Ss UF ca 2 
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Sophia. 
Iam afraid tho' there is a little Envy 


-_-_ 


in it; but there is at leaſt an A 


very inconſiſtent with Generoſity. 
Olympia. 
You would have me then make my 
Court to a Sateſman who enjoys nothing 
above me but the Favour of his Maſter 4 
C bariclea. 
If his Maſter is yours, you ought to 


reverence his Choice, and not ſpeak diſ- 


reſpectfully of his Miniſter. * 
Olympia. 

J take no greater Pleaſure than in op- 
poſing ſuch a one; and I think it a Point 
of 3 ſo to do. 

Alinda. 

Such a Conduct connot be necus'd of 
Baſeneſs and Intereſt. 
C., baricl.ea. 

No, but it ſtands charged with Impru- 
dence, Falſhood, Injuſtice, Oppoſition, 
and a Singalarity which dati never to be 
WE 

FE - Olympia. 
; We muſt diſtinguiſh ourſelves and not 
appear ſingular; that is what 1 can t com- 


r 
7 eſs 


b wy ] 
| We ſhould not be fond of Singularity 


in our Conduct; we ſufficient! diſtin- F Fan 
guiſh ourſelves in fulfilling our Buty. my 
Olympia. - 1 the 
And it is then my Duty to fawn upon whi 
| ſuch Wretches! Never can I avoid hows F 
ing my Averſion to them, =. 
5; MN 30 
Such a Maxim can be but little ap- Put 
prov'd: Tho' I confeſs I think there is Þ 
ſome Virtue in it. 2 | 
Sophia. : 
virtue is never to be carried to ſuch ! 
Extreams; ; it honours thoſe who are ho- Di 
nour'd by the Prince; it endeavours to be 0 
in Favour with them as well thro' Reſ- | 
pect as Prudence; it would not have us 5 


make them Enemies to us, or thoſe be- 
longing to us; it would not purchaſe Fa- 
your by the leaſt Baſeneſs, by flattering WM 
what is blameable, by profeſſing a Friend- Y* 


ſhip we are Strangers to, by being too of- K 
ficious in our Services; in a Word, it acts — 
with gle Sincerity i in every Reſpect. = © 

Olympia. © * a 
"Tis this Simplicity and Medium that 1 ti 


cannot endure : I have too great a Sp rit 
on be ha only by the Example of o- 
N thers: 
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thers: I am ever fond of Novelty ; I ſome- 
times build Caſtles in the Air to divert my 
Fancy : And reſolve to leave my Country, 
my Family, and my King, and go thro' 
the World in Search of a virtuous Prince 
whom I wiſh to ſerve. 

Chariclea. 

If he was endued with real Virtue and 

good Senſe, he would deſpiſe you, and 
put no Confidence in you. 


_ Olympia. 
Why fo? | 


Chariclea. 
| . Becauſe thoſe who are wanting in their 
Duty, and in requiting Obligations, are not 
to be depended upon. 
7 Olympia. . 
Lam not a Slave, but free, and at my 
own Diſpoldl. - 5 ay Ws 
en { i ela. 
| You are in your own Country, with 
your Family, and in the Service of your 
King, and you would fail in your Duty 
to all thoſe to go in Search of what you 
ought not; we ſhould never bear Arms 
againſt our King; we ſhould on the con- 
wad ſerve our ung. | 
15 Olympia. | 
You were born. for Slavery, Los 
an 


7 
and for Virtues too limited and trouble- 
ſome: You talk of nothing but Modera- 
tion and diſcharging our Duty. What 
Splendour and Noiſe can ſuch a Conduct 


be expected to make in the World; and 


where is the Glory of a Perſon's confin- 
ing themſelves to ſuch rigid Duty? 
Cbariclea. 
Wie ſhould never depart from it, and 
herein is the only true and ſubſtantial Me- 
-: | 
| Olympia. 
L entertain quite a different Idea of Me- 


tit, and J can never be perſuaded to love 


thoſe who are in a Station above me. 
| Chariclea. 5 


That Idea is falſe; both Reaſon ond l 
Religion, require us to reſpect the Autho- | 
rity of Princes, and every other Autho- 


rity eſtabliſh'd for our Government. 
Olympia. 

Don't you 6 however there is more 
Grandeur in my Notions? _ 
Sophia. 

"Tis a falſe Grandeur, void of Rule or 
Reaſon, and widely diſtant from true Ge- 
neroſity, which can ſubmit to very Thing, 
however great our n may be. 


OW A 


an 
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Olymp1a. 
Can we have a high Spirit and be ca- 
; pable of Submiſſion ? 

. Chariclea. | | 
True Nobility is ſeated in the Soul, 
and doth not conſiſt in oppoſing all Rules, 
Cuſtoms, and Dignities : Generoſity ſym- 
pathizes with and relieves the Vobappys 
and never injures any one. 

Olympia, 

As ſoon as I hear that any one is in 
Diſgrace, I immediately ſeek and make 
a Friend of that Perſon. 

1 

Vou only ſay this for Diſoutation.s Sake; ; 
it is impoſſible you ſhould think as 5 
1 | 

Alinda. 

Would you have one then triumph over 

and inſult their Miſery ? 
Sophia. 

"No.1 would continue to be their Friend 
if 1 was fo before their Diſgrace, and 
would give them Conſolation and Aſſiſt- 
ance : But would never ſeek their Alli- 
ance merely for the Sake of being Part- 
ners in their Exile; ſuch a. Conduct ar- 


gues more a tot Ge of Envy and Contra- 
diction than o Wee, 


„ 
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_ Chariclea. | 
True Virtue is always void of Affecta- 
tion ; it ſhares the Griefs of its Friends, 
it comforts them, it ſympathizes even 


with thoſe it is a Stranger to; but it never 


piques itſelf upon making a Friendſhip 
with a Perſon only, becauſe he is out of 
Favour at Court : Such Sentiments are er- 
roneous and ſplenetic, and Virtue never 
deſtroys the Influence of Reaſon. 
WEST i; 

We have been accuſtom'd to ſubmit at 

the Cloſe of our Converſations; but I 


muſt own, Ladies, that you have not made 


me a Convert to your Opinion, and your 

Wiſdom and Sagacity is quite inconſiſtent 

with that Deſire that reigns in me of 

doing ſomething new that may be talk- 

ed of, 
| Sepbin. 

This may bring upon you the Blame 
of all the World, and numberleſs unfore- 
feen Inconveniences, 

Olympia. 

I think there can be no greater Hard- 
fhip than to be debarred from « ever pur- 
rg our Inclinations. 
Cbariclea. 


1 am of Opioid that there can be no 


Satisfaction 
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Satisfaction like that of having nothing 
to reproach ourſelves with: But, Madam, 
we are in Hopes that Time and Experi- 
ence will have greater Power over you 
than we, and that you will one Day yield 
to their irreſiſtible Influence. 


— 


DIALOGUE XXX. 
On PRECEDENCE. 
Narciſſa. 


HAVE often heard ſay, that all Sta- 
tions in Life are confounded with 


| each other; I don't clearly comprehend 


the Meaning of that Expreſſion. 
Lauriana. 

I will explain It to you with Pleaſure, 
for Nobody is more uneaſy at this Confu- 
ſion than myſelf. 

| Narciſſa. | 
1 ſhall be greatly obliged to you. 
TLauriana. 

When it is ſaid that all Stations are con- 
e it is with great Truth, for we 
find none contented with their own, 
every Body aſpires to be as great as their 
Superiors : The Gentleman ranks himſelf 

L 2 * with 
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with the Lord; the Prince would be as fi 
powerful as any that are above him, and = 
ſo of the reſt. 
Clecmelia. | 
But why then ſhould there be ſuch 3 M8 141: 


Difference ? And when a Perſon is born 
a Gentleman, why ſhould he ſubmit to 
another of a greater Houſe, becauſe he is \ 
oſſeſſed of a more ample Fortune ort 
higher Poſt of Honour than himſelf? | ( 
Luriana. = 
We do not ſubmit to Appearance, but 
in Reality: And there is even a public 
- Opinion of which we muſt ſtand the Teſt, | 
©» Ras 
1 don't underſtand What is this public 
Opinion. 
Norciſſa. 
It is, as I imagine, whatever the World = 
believes and ſays of us, and which paſſes 
for Truth, .tho' it doth not . ſo to 


be. 


5 Oyntbia. | 
But now, Madam, pleaſe to tell us : 
what are the confuſed Stations wherein 
you. wiſh to ſee a better Regulation. 
Lauriana. | 

It is certain that Gop placed Men in 
arious Conditions; and if they were wiſe 
they 
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they would not defire to change them, 
ſince he inſtituted none but what were 
laudable. 

Meorciſſa. 

Do you eſteem the Condition of a Pea- 
ſant very honourable? 

 Lauriana. Ma THC 

It is greatly ſo; ſince we cannot do 
without them ; how ſhould we be able 
to live if there were none to till the 

Ground and gather in the Corn? 
Narciſſa. 
I allow it to be a neceſſary Station, but 
a very mean one. | 
4 as; 
It is requiſite that all Kind of Bie 
ſhould be done, and in this Station as well 
as others tis Merit is the true Diſtinc- 
tion. | 
Cynthia. | 

What Merit can there be in a a 

except that of doing his Work well? 
Tauriana. 

The ſame as in other Employments, 
which is to live reputably and honeſtly: 
There is ſcarcely a Village but has ſome 
Peaſant in it remarkable for his Probity, 
and in whom all the reſt confide; they 
mo have Wit and good Senſe, 


L3 Cilia 
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__ Cynthia... 

Have you converſed much with them ? ? 
Lauriana. 4 4-90 


Fre nent! 5 
1 4 Cynthia. 
1 ſhould be greatly aſhamed to be ſeen 
talking with a Peaſant, 
LO 7-3 
Such an Idea would befit a Child that 
had never ſeen or known any Thing of 
the World; the King would ſpeak to 
them freely, and I am pretty ſure has 
=” with them on ſeveral. Occa- 
ons. | 


Narciſa. 


Do you think them then Objects wor⸗ 


thy Converſation like ours? 
Lauriana. 


Wo: we ſhould talk to them of what 


concerns them, of their Buſineſs, their 
Families, the Produce of the Earth, and 


you will on theſe Topics find them en- 


tremely ſenſible and eloquent. 
Narciſſa. 
Pray deſcribe to us the ſeveral Degree 
in all Conditions. 
Lauriana. 


The different Artificers in places of _ 


Conſequence, ſuch as Cities and Corpo- 
7 ations, 


ratio 
nour 


genſ 


alſo 
the 


ſiſt 


wh 
ord: 


the 


O 


{1 
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rations, are again very neceſſary and ho- 
nourable, and in them we find that good 
Senſe I have been ſpeaking of: We have 
alſo Merchants, who are ſerviceable to 
the Community and to Trade, and con- 
ſiſt of Burgeſſes, Sheriffs, and Magiſtrates 
who govern the Cities and prevent Diſ- 
orders: There are likewiſe Bankers for 
the Care and Security of our Fortunes. 
e — 
There are alſo Attornies who make 
out the neceſſary Writings that the Jud- 
ges may be the better acquainted with 


S our Proceedings. 
— Tauriana. 
Sollicitors that plead for us. | 
_ Counſellors and Judges that decide 
our Cauſe, NE Pe SY IE 
Cleomelia. , 
And all theſe you have mentioned are 
ſuperior or inferior in Degree one to the 
a | K-11 4 #1 ary 


8 Lauri ana. 5 

Ves, the Attorney is inferior to the Sol- 
licitor, the Sollicitor to the Counſellor, 
the Counſellor to the Judge, and ſo of 


„ Cleomeli a. 
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e 4. 


* dont think ee . fo mch i 


ence in Nobility, and ſor my Part, if a Me 
Perſon is born a Gentleman, it matters Ap 
not in my Opinion of what De. | thy 
| Eliza. ſut 
These are many Degrees of Nobility. eſt 
Some Dignities are of ancient Date; ſome 
ſupported by great Fortunes, ſome by 
grand Alliances; others again have had Pc 
Honours conferred on them, and theſe all 
are all different Ranks of Precedence. 
1 __ Clumehia, BE 
Notwithſtanding all theſe DiſtinRions, 10 
the moſt noble are thoſe whoſe Nobili a 
is of longeſt Standing. 3 
| Eliza. ) 
That is very true, ſtrictly ſpeaking; itis | 0 
nevertheleſs true that we ſhould ſubmit | 


to Precedency, and that a Gentleman that 

can produce Proofs of his Nobility for 

ive hundred Years paſt, muſt give Place 

to a Marſhal of France tho' of a leſs an- 
cient Family. 


Narciſſa. 
1 can eafily be prevailed upon: to ſubmit 
to the Favourites of Fortune. 
Lauriana. 
Fortune frequently bears a grcat Part 
in 
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in theſe Exaltations, and the King's Plea- 
ſure likewiſe ; he delights in rewarding: 
Merit, exciting Emulation, teſtifying his 
Approbation of thoſe who are Praiſe- wor- 
thy, and he that is wiſe will chearſelly 
ſubmit to theſe, in Compliance with 

eſtabliſhed Cuſtom. 

CL.leomelia. oh 
We mall be obliged to ſubmit to 
Power, but you muſt confeſs dt! is not 
altogether agreeable. _ 

Eli xa. 
The whole World is involved in Diſ- 
order ; if you reſuſe to ſubmit to thoſe 
above you, thoſe who are in a Station be- 
neath you will alſo refuſe to ſubmit to 
you, your Interiors will exalt themſelves 
over you, nay, the very Peaſant will diſ- 


pute your Paſſage and Four Place in the 
Church. 


Lauriana. 

If you alone were to ſubmit the Hard- 
Qhip would be great indeed, but as you 
give Place to the Governor of your Pro- 
vince, he muſt do the ſame to the Peer, 
the Peer to the Prince, the Prince to a 

greater than himlelf, the greateſt Prince 
to the King, and the King to the Laws 
BY 11 an | L 5 1 2 and 
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and Cuſtoms, but in a more eſpecial 
Manner to the Will of Gob. 

Cleomelia. 
What Diſtinction is there 0 Prin- 
ces ! 
: "Rims: 

As in Nobility, the moſt ancient of " 
royal Houſes are not always the firſt in 
Rank. But as it is difficult to determine 
their Pre-eminence, they avoid as much 
as poſlible being ſeen together. 

Cynthia. 

If the ſeveral Kings were to meet to- 
gether how would they manage? 


Eliza. 


They would never do this without a 


previous Agreement in regard to Cere- 

monials, that is to ſay, the Manner in 

which they would be treated. 
Lauriana. 

There are among Kings and Princes dif- 
fereat Degrees of Grandeur, Power, and 
Extent of Dominions, 

. Eliza. 
The King of Portugal would not diſ- 


pute the Precedence WA: the Kang of 


og D 11 | 1 


11 
CY 


- . 
£ * + 5 Wl 


Lauriana, 
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 Lauriana. 


Nor the King of Denmark with ab 
King of France. 
- OQOmthia. 


Which are the grew Kingdoms N 
Eliza. 
Fance, Spain, and England. 
Cynthia. 


And which is the greateſt of cheſs 
Three ! 


Lauriana. 
That! is undecided between them, but 
we have ſeen our King yield to the Spa- 
niſh Monarch, and we ſee him every 
Day place the King of Eng and above him. 
WM 
And doth he acknowledge them both 
greater than himſelf? 
| Elia. | | 
No, but he pays them Reſpect, in the 
ſame Manner as private Perſons do to 


each other. 
Cynthia, | 
But, which i is in Reality the genen 
Eliza. 


1t is certain that, without Prejudice or 
Partialicy, the greateſt Houſe that We 
know is that of Bourbon, under which we 
are at preſent 84 
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DIALO GU E XXXI. 
On GOOD Beraviousk. 


Amanda. 


1 WOULD willingly be adviſed con- 


cerning an Affair I heard mentioned 

the other Day: It was ſaid of a Perſon 

that ſhe was well behaved, | 
Violetta. 


means. 
Lucetta. 


Doth it not imply ſhe carried herſclf 


with a good Grace? 

150 Charlotte. 

A graceſul Carriage doth indeed con- 
tribute to good Behaviour, but I think 
that this Coinmendation is of a more ex- 


tenſive Import. 
Amanda. 


Pleaſe to explain it then, Madam, if 


you underſtand it. 
Charlotte. 
1 take it to be a Demeanour, Counte- 


nance, and Air adapted. to the Copen | 


or Place we happen to be in. 


70 eta. 


I dont rightly underſtand what that 


net 
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Violetta. d 
You are in the right in ſaying it is a 
very extenſive Commendation, and if you 
will deſcribe it to us, you will aftord us 

a very ſerviceable Inſtruction. 
2 „„ 
Do you not allow that there are Times 
for Joy and Sorrow, for Freedom and 
Reſpect, and ſome Perſons to whom we. 
owe more Submiſſion than to others? 
Ananda. 
Vou know that Examples are always 
neceſſary to illuſtrate your Aſſertions. 
Cbarlotte. 
Suppoſe then, for Inſtance, you were 
with a Perſon in Trouble, it could not be 
agreeable to wear an Air of Gaity, that 
would be ill Behaviour. 
Lavinia. 
At Church we ſhould be ſedate, ang” 
when walking in a Harden leſs reſer- 
ved. 
Amanda. 
It is very eaſy to accommodate our 
Tempers to thoſe above us, and to regu- 
late our Actions by their Will when we 
know their Diſpoſitions ; But how muſt 


we accoſt them if we do not know them? 
Carle te. 
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Charlotte, 
With a ſerious Air. 


Lucetta. 


1 have frequently heard Children 4. 


rected to wear always a gay and cheerful 
Countenance. 


Charlotte. 


This Maxim in my Opinion is very er- 


roneous, and nothing can make one look 
more like a Fool than to be always ſmil- 

ing. 
= Lotthia. 

I knew a Woman of a great Wit, who 
was ſo much Miſtreſs of her Behaviour, 
and obſerved fo well an Air of- Reſerve, 
that her Acquaintance would never al- 
low that he þ 


contrary ridiculed her, and her Children 


and Servants uſed to ſay, that they were 
ready to laugh at her even while ſhe was 


ſcoldin g them. 


Vicletta. 
15 it not as much out of Character to 


approach one with a ſorrow ful Look that 


is diſpoſed to be gay, as to laugh in the 
Freſcnce of the Afflicted? 


Charlotte. 5 
We ſhould never accoſt any one with 


an. 


ad any Wit, notwithſtand- 
ing ſhe really poſſeſſed it; they on the | 
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an Air of Sorrow or of Gaiety, but with 


Good-Behaviour ; and then we may ea- 
ſily accommodate. ourſelves to the Hu- 
mour of thoſe with en we . Cop- 
cerns. 


Amanda. 


| This Good-Behaviour then conſiſts i in 


Reſerve. 
Charlotte. 


It i is highly neceſſary ; there are, as 1 


have already told you, different Sorts of 
Behaviour with reſpect of the Place we 


are in: Gaiety in our Pleaſures, Reſpect 
to our Superiors and great People, Free- 


dom with our Equals, and Familiarity 


with our Inferiors ; and all theſe Rules are 


to be obſerved 1 in Moderation. 
Lavinia. 


There i is again a Medium requiſite to 


be regarded between too great Timidity 


and an oppoſite Boldneſs ; young Ladies 


| ſhould be cautious of offending, but yet 
not appear diſconcerted, nor ſhould they 


ſtand like Statues, as if they had nothing 


to ſay for themſelves. 
Violetta. 
Vou will allow a Woman then when 
Ou is grown up to be more bold? 


a 


2 ſerions Look, which is the Rule of 


Paz] 
Lavinia. 

I could never endure Confidence in A 
Yom ; Modeſty is the moſt becoming 
Ornament of our Sex: But it is certain, 
that Time and Experience make a great 
Alteration in us, and that nothing is more 
different than the Demeanour of an old 
Woman and a young one. 

95 Ananda. 
Wherein doth this Difference conſiſt? 
© Charlotte. 

A Woman in Years is more ſedate and 
ſolid, ſhe introduces Topics of Converſa- 
tion, aſks Queſtions, gives her Opinion, 
ſupports it by reaſonable Arguments, and 
ſometimes decides in Matters of Impor- 
tance. 
4 2th nets 

And how would you have the young 
one employed! 4 0 
ee ene e 

She ſhould be ſilent, and give Aa 
tion, anſwer only to what Queſtions are 


_ ſked her, give her Advice, if required, 


with the greateſt Caution, fhe ſhould ne- 


ver aſlert any Thing poſitively, and even 


when the is pretty certain ſhe is in the 
right, the ſhould lay i: It afpears te me to 
te fo, I believe ſo, that is my Opinian, &c. 


Amanda 


o — 
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Amanda. 


Vou will not allow her to diſpute 1 


| Jeaſt in the World N 
| Charlotte. - 


Much . than ſhe ſhould 10 — 


tive. We may argue for Inſtruction, and 
with an Air of pleaſing Uncertainty, 


whereas Obſtinacy in our Opinion i ls 1 
agreeable. 
Violetta. 

And all this you include under the Ar- 
ticle of Good- Behaviour? Vou are much 
in the 25 in ſaying it is extenſive, 

Charlotte. 


Tt extends farther than I am able to us 
ſcribe : Good-Behaviour in Converſation 


conſiſts in Modeſty and Attention; in be- 


ing never angry, nor too conceited, and 


Wen Miſtreſſes of our Conduct. 
Lavinia. 
Nothin g contributes. ſo much to 9 
Behaviour as Modeſty, which induces us 


to be diffident of ourſelves and our Opi- 
nions, and to give them only as our own, | 
without requiring others to coincide win 


FN eftta. 


we teas wobei conſiſted in a down- 


ward nad 
Charlate, 


\ 


I 
= * « 
- a — 
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Char loft Cs 


That is indeed a Token of Modeſty, 


but we ought rather to ſhew it in our 


5 Actions than our outward Appearance. 
:  Lucetta. 
You will Hamm then to lift up ourEyes? 
Charktte. 


Yes, certainly, we muſt lift them up- 


ward to ſee any Object, and we ſhou 


ſeem to want Refſpect, if we were not to 


look upon the Perſon to whom we direct 
our Diſcourſe. 
Amande. 


We may then look at a Man if we 


have a Mind to ſee him? 


TLavinia. | 
It were to be wiſhed that we never 


were to have ſuch an Inclination ; and I 


muſt own it gives me great Diſguſt to 


hear one of our Sex ſay: Such a Man is 


agreeable or odicus, be has fine Eyes, a 

vide Mouth, a handſome Noſe, &c. 
LCL.ucetta. * 

| Charlotte however ſays tis unmannerly 


not to look at the Perſon we are talking to. 


Charlotte. 


There i is a deal of Difference tho be- 
tween lifting up our Eyes in Compliance 


110 Good ä and regarding a Man 


5 ſtedfaſtly, 


(1285:37 - . 
ſtedfaſtly, examining his 3 his 
Cloaths, and all his whole Perſon.) &: | 

Violetta. | 

1 knew one of our Sex, who, after paſ- 
| ſing ſeveral Days in Company with a 

Man, did not know what Sort of Cloaths 
he had on. 

5 ee 

She was to be commended, and 1 would 

have my Daughter be every whit as in- 
curious. 


Lucetta. 
Would you not allow her to look at 
Women? . 
Cher latte. 


That is neceſſary enough, and can in- 


deed produce no bad Effects, we cannot 


hinder their Curioſity and Auention to 
their Shape and Dreſs, | 
Amanda. 187 
Deſeribe to us now an Il. Behaviour. 

| Charlotte. : 
A Perſon may be ſaid to behave ill 

when ſhe ſeems uneaſy, is always reſt- 
leſs, gapes about her, is - inattentive to 
thoſe with whom ſhe converſes, is conti- 
nually running in and out withoutReaſon, 
inquiſitive to know the Cauſe of the leaft 
Noiſe ok . fits in unbecoming Po- 
ſtures, 
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ſtures, and in every Thing appears to 
| conſult her own Eaſe alone. 


Amanda. 
We ought to remember this Deſcrip- 


tion, in order to avoid reſembling 1 it. 


Charlotte. 

True, and I take Good-Behaviour to 
conſiſt in Tranquillity, Attention to 0- 
thers, and acting in every Reſpect as en- 
urely Miſtreſſes of our Conduct. 

Amanda. 
Such a Behaviour is very difhcult to a 


Perſon of Spirit and Vivacity. 


Charlotte. 


F Good-Behaviour doth not oppoſe vi. 


vacity and innocent Enjoyments; but 


theſe ſhould be confined within the 
Bounds of Modeſty and Diſcretion. 
I 
We do not eaſily yield to Timidity : 
Some are naturally bold, others more re- 
ſerved and cautious. 
Lavinia. 


Thoſe that are bold ſhew a Want of 


Judgment: We ſhould conceal ſuch a 
Defect, and appear as reſerved as poſſible, 
in ſpeaking ſeldom, being backward in 
giving our Opinion, and always govern- 


ig our Paſſions, as unruly Horſes are re- 
IM: ſtrained 


. 
ſtrained with a Curb, that they may 1 not 
run my with us. 


Violetta. 
I never thought Good- Behaviour would 
have afforded us ſo many uſeful Inſtruc- 
tions as we have received on that Subject. 


Wy * * - e - - 5 a _ : _ 9 2 


DIALOGUE XXXIL 
On MYSTERY, 


Silvia. 
E have been inſtructed in ſeveral 
Subjects; but there is one which 
J don't remember to have heard mention- 
ed: That is Myſtery. 
Euphemia. 
1 ſhould be extremely glad to ee it 


peace, for nothing is more pleaſing t to 
me than a myſterious Air. 


Sopbroma. 

I am of your Opinion, for nothing can 
certainly be more diſagreeable, than to 
ſpeak all we think and conceal net 

| Siluia. 
I am of quite a different Way of Thiok- 
Ing, and 1 would have every one appear 


free, 
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free, tho' they be ever fo _ of keep- 


ing a Secret. 

Sopbronia. ee Wong wha 
What! Will you not then allow it to FN 
be amiable to ſpeak little, ſuffering others B 
to talk, and ſhewing by your Looks that -eſe; 
you know more than they do? es 
Me e 92 and 
You can't think ſo, Madam; and tho nee 
you give us this Picture of an amiable P : 
Character, ſuch a one would not be well I 
received in Company. | ple: 
Eupbemia. pes 11 * 
Vou would rather eſteem a communi- vol 
cative Perſon, that tells all ſhe knows, con- be 

ceals nothing, nor requires any thing to 
be kept ſecret, and whoſe Conduct is en- | 
FO open and unreſerved ? 2 


Silvia. : Al 
Yes, I ſhould like ſuch an one better: 


But I place a great Difference between 
Secrder and Myſtery. 


Corinna. | 1 

There are very few Myſteries inno- q 
cent: Since if we do no il, What ſhould Y 
we want to conceal? 5 
| Eußplemia. 1 

"og why do you DOT, that what y 


we would conceal 1 is evil? 
| Corinna. 
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Corinna. 
You at leaſt give Reaſon to ſuſpect it 
to be ſo; For why ſhould you conceal 
what is good or inoffenſive? 
Sophroma. . 

Becauſe I am naturally inclined to be 
reſerved, and can't endure thoſe who are 
always telling what they think and do, 
and would diſcover every Thing paſt, 
| peaſant, and to come, if in their Power. 

Silvia. 

Vou will diſpute, I find, and I am 
pleaſed with it ; 'tis a Means of enlighten= 
ing our Underſtandings ; „ but as to what 

you have aſſerted, I can't believe you to 
be really in earneſt. 
Corinna. 

To make a Myſtery of Trifles, pro- 
ceeds from a mean Spirit; if of ſerious 
Ae tis dangerous. 

Sopbronia. 1 . 

Tam aſked which Way I have been 
walking; I take a Pleafure in concealing 
it from thoſe who enquire, and tell them 
quite a different Way. 

Silbia. 0 
In ſo doing you greatly endanger your 
Reputation; for as ſoon as they diſcover 
you have told them an Untruth, they 
imme dat! 


"y 

| 
' 
. 
' 

! 

| 

b 

* 
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immediately conclude you have been ful- 
filling an Aſſignation. 

Corinna. 


1 ſhould be very ſorry, indeed, if: you 


actually were ſo fond of Myſtery as you 
pretend; for ' tis a great nenen eſpe- 


n to our Sex. 
Silvia. 
It can never be thought we have no 
Motive for Secrecy; and even if we are 
myſterious in innocent Matters, it will be 


deemed, that we are only ſo for the Sake 


of a better Opportunity to conceal a Crime 
hercafter. 
Euphemia. 
An Acquaintance lends me a Book, and 


entreats that I would not let any Body lee 


it; Would you have me deceive that Per- 


5 who entruſted me ? „ 5 


Corinna. 
She has an Intention to deceive you in 
being ſo reſerved, and therefore deſerves 


that you ſhould deceive her: But I ſhould 


rather refuſe to be entruſted by her, and 


tell her I can't conceal it, and that the 
making ſuch a Secret of it gives me Room 
to ſuſpect her Sincerity. 


Euphemia. 


M.uſt I then act all my Life like a Child, 
without 


as Wa, f — * 
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without ever being entruſted with ay 
TROP? 

Si bia. 


Some Kinds of Confidence are very 
dadgerous; ; others again are honour- 
able. 

Sopbhronia. 

How do you make all theſe Diſtineti- 
ons? You repreſent Life as one conti- 
nued Series of Conſtraint. 

Silvia. 

It is not I that impoſe ſuch Conſtraint, 
but the Malignity of Mankind with whom 
we live, and the Neceſſity of preſerving 
our Reputation, of which we ſufficient] 
experience he, good Effects by the Eſteem 
we acquire by our Circumſpection. 

Euphemia. 


1 us return to thoſe Diſtinctions of . 


Confidence you have obſerved. 
Silvia. 


You are entruſted with an Affair of . 
Importance from an Opinion of your Se- 
creſy ; you ought therefore to keep it ſo 


ſecret. that nobody may ralph you: are 
acquainted with it. 


$ epbronia. 


I would not diſcloſe it ; But 87 is it 
: BO OE oboe! © Bd 0 


* 
. no 


e 
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ſo material, that none ſhould know I were 
acquainted with it? 
Silvia. 
That is exactly the Difference between 
a Secret and a Myſtery ; if we conceal an 
ad in this Manner, it is a Secret, but 


41 ſignify you are entruſted with, it 1s 


yſtery. 
Corinna. 
This is a very bad Character; we can- 


not be too ſuſpicious of thoſe who entruſt 


us with ſuch Secrets as don't deſerve the 
Name, and require our Confidence, by 
impoſing upon us as Secrets the moſt in- 
conſiderate Trifles. 

Si lvuia. 

We cannot be too communicative of 
what doth not deſerve to be concealed, 
nor too faithful and cloſe in keeping a Se- 
Cret, 

Sophronta. 

But tis not only in what is told me that 
I love Myſtery, but in Regard to what- 


ever I think, or do, and I hardly ever tell 
what 1 did Yeſterday, or ſhall do To- 
morrow, at what Hour I dined, what Rib- 


band 1 ſhall put on, &c. 
Euplemia. 


Indeed, why ſhould we giye an Ac- 
. 


fa) 
count of all our Concerns ? Nothing ap- 
| pears to me more childiſh, (not to ſay 
fooliſh) than that miſtaken Ingenuity of 
telling all our Thoughts. 
Corinna. 

I ſhould be greatly aſhamed to fo you 
behave in ſach a Manner, but that I think 
it is common to Children fo to do. 

Sophronia. 

Tis ſuch a Behaviour as you require 
that is childiſh ; Perſons in Years never 
tell what they do, much leſs what they 
think: They are more ſecret, and myſte- 


rious, and I ſhould be ſorry to have no- 5 5 


: thing to conceal. 

Corinna. 

God grant you may be always of ich 
an Opinion, you will enjoy perfect Tran- 

2 nobody will complain of you, or 
ſay you have ever divulged a Secret, or 
diſcovered a Myſtery, you will have no 
Acknowledgements to offer, Affronts to 
put up, or Apologies to make ; thoſe Per- 
ſons in Years you ſpeak of are prudent, 
and diſcreet, but they are neither myſte- 
rious, nor ſollicitous to have Secrets im 
parted to them. "wy 

e 

They are however often very troub/e- 
"© Wh ſome, 
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ſome, and we frequently find People fo 
little able to be ſecret, that after exacting 


of you the utmoſt Fidelity, they imme 


diately truſt the ſame Secret to others, 
much leſs apt to be reſerved. 
Eupbemia. 


That is the very Reaſon why I obſer- 


ved that Secrets and Myſteries are attend- 
ed with many Inconveniences, 


Sophronia. 


Should we then refuſe to be entruſted 


with them ? 
Corinna. 


That is according to the Tempers of 
thoſe with whom we have to deal: If 
they are ignorant People, we ſhould not 


liſten to their Secrets ; but if prudent, we 
ſhould hearken to them, and be careful 
to keep them; but we ſhould never be 
inquiſitive, nor anxious to know them, 
nor be fond of being flattered for Confi- 
dence repoled in us; for ſuch a Confi- 
dence is often the Effect of Imprudence, 


rather than any real Eſteem the Perſons 


have for us who entruſt us with the Se- 
=” 


„ 1 
Upon the Whole, we may conclude, 
that much Wiſdom is required in order 
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to obtain a good Reputation, and to con- 
duct ourſelves in ſuch manner, as to fe- 
cure univerſal Applauſe and Eſteem in 


the World. 


Kh. en 
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DIALOGUE XXXIIL 
On . 


Melliora. by 
AM as ſorry for the Quarrel that has 
happened between Jſabella and Jacyn- 
254. as if I had an Intereſt in their Con- 
cerns, notwithſtanding I am equally a 
Stranger to both of them. 
25 Eliza. 

And what have you then to do with 
their Diſpute ? 
Melliora. e 

It makes me uneaſy to ſee it. What! : 
after a Friendip of four Years veg to 
228 out and turn it all into Hatred. 

Lucretia. . 5 
1 Friendſhip of four Years ! We ada 
not be ſurprized at it when we frequently 
find them broken off after continuing for 
M3. twenty 


[246] 
twenty or thirty Years; there are in ſhort 


but too many Inſtances of it. 
| Melliora. 


Vou diſcourage me beyond Meaſure; 


Muſt we then live without Friends? 
Lucretia. 


* his! is the ſureſt and ſafeſt Way. 
8 8 
We are W inclined to Friendſhip 
ond Unity. = 
Tucretia. 


The Diſpoſitions of the Mind are not 


ſufficient to inſpire Friendſhip: We muſt 
conduct them with Propriety, and endea- 
vour to regulate: their Motions, or at leaſt 


oba them within Bounds, | 
 Bliza.. 


And when we have done all we muſt be 


obliged to live without Friendſhip, or Con- 


fidence, and in a State of Indifference with 


all the World? _ 
| Melliera. 


That is to renounce the greateſt 4d 


mol reaſonable Pleaſure of our Life, that 
has been in Uſe from the Beginning of 
Time, and will endure throughout: 4 
| . 


Augebea. 
We ſhall hereby fave a deal of Un- 


_ ealinets 
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exſineſs from the Perfidy of falſe Friends, 
and ſhall behave in the ſame manner to 
our old Acquaintance as if we had never 
_ ſeen them before. 
Tucretia. 


No, we ſhould live friendly with 
thoſe that we ſee often, and are beſt 
acquainted with, who are forward to 


oblige us, who do us any Service, or 

ſeem willing ſo to do; but I really think 

we are liable to many Inconveniences 

ia too zealous an Attachment to our 

Friends. 
Eliza. $1] 

is in this Attachment which you diſ- 
approve that I place the whole Pleaſure 
of Friendſhip ; nothing leſs deſerves the 
Name, and can only be called 2 

Lucretia. 

How much Time muſt it re 
ſufficiently acquainted with a 
truſt them with all our de 1 

Angelica. 

Can we enjoy a 2 Eaſe when 
we have truſted a Friend with an im- 
Portant Secret: | 

Melliora. 
1s there then no one in the World y you 
ERS ein 


uire to be 
erſon to 
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can confide in, and for whoſe Honour 


you can be anſwerable ? 
Angelica. 

I could ſcarcely anſwer for myſelf: 
We hardly know our own Abilities, nor 
what . may happen to alter our Reſolu- 
tions. 

Tucretia. 
is an Act of Prudence to take Ad. 
vantage of every Thing we ſee: What 
was the Subject of Diſpute between theſe 
two Ladies? I had but a 88885 Intelli- 
gence about it: 
Eliza. 


It happened, that abel a lodging wht 


in a ſmall Diſtance from Jacrnthe, they 


ſaw and were delighted with each other, 


and contracted in a very little Time an 
intimate Friendſhip. They were always 


together, their Union ſeemed inſeparable, 


and this Intimacy continued near four 
Years. Jſabella afterwards marrying, re- 


moved with her Huſband to a different 


Quarter of the Town, who now occu- 
pied that Place in her Heart where for- 


merly there was no Room but for Jacin- 


Iba. Iſabella had been entruſted with all 
her Secrets, and her Huſband with an Air 
of Pleaſantry committed them to his Ac- 


qu aintance: 
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uaintance: Upon the Knowledge of 
this, Jacintha enraged at the Perfidy of 
her Friend, reſolves never more to hold 
Correſpondence. with her, and her for- 
mer Love is changed to downright Aver- 
ſon, nor can there be any Remedy dil- 
covered to make up the Breach. - + 
Lucia. 9 d 27999 
Can you want a ſtronger Motive for 
diſopproving ſuch intimate Chngediorig? 
Melhara. £1 5 done 
We ſhould only make a better |: ira 
and we need not always fear ſuch grols' 
Treachery and Perfidy. 19500 
Angelic. 
It i is but too common; - but this is not 
altogether of ſo heinous a Nature; fot it 
doth not appear aſtoniſhing, that a Wife 
who loves her Huſband ſhould aut 
him with all ſhe knows. ; 
Lucretia. 
oy We Tl inſtead of a Huſband, Suche a 
new Friend, and imparts to her all the 
Secrets ofthe-old ene om modo) 
Melliora. 1 
Vou are really of Opinion then at: 
thao, is no Perſon upon the ard wor- 
hp eames 1 £197 b 
: M 8 ata Auge 
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Angelica. 


We think ded there are wary few 


that can be truſted, and that it requires 
ſo many Years to experience their Fide- 


lity, that by that Time we have found 
them worthy our Confidence, we ſhall 
be grown wiſe euough to keep our Se- 


crets to ourſelves. 
Eliza. 


Nothing ſeems to me more juſt and 


_ reaſonable than what you have aſſerted; 
agree with us only in acknowledging, that 


Life is extremely burdenſome when our- 
own Security obliges us to diftruſt all 


Mankind, | 


Lucretia. 


It would certainly have a much better 
Reliſh if we were more perfect; but you 
_ conſider Matters too deeply; there are 


Degrees to be obſerved in Friendſhip: 
We may have Friends whom we would 


conſult in our own Affairs, we chooſe 
them to the beſt of our Power, we ſpeak 


to them more freely than to others, we 


entertain each other agreeably, but to diſ- 


cloſe to them all our Secrets, if we have 


any, that ought to be concealed, is not 
conſiſtent with the Rules of Prudence, 


and ſuch Credulity muſt certainly be fol- 
| lowed 
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lowed by a ſevere Repentance, when we 
find our Secrets communicated abroad. 


Melliora. 


I wiſh with all my Heart, that an 


young People were to hear whit you fay, 
for the greateſt Part of them can wah 
live without a Confident. 
Lucrelia. 

There is dochiag more engaging, bar! 
the Conſequence of ſuch Connections are 
often fatal, the Mind ſuffers by them, 
our Reputation 1s concerned in them, we” 
render ourſelves ridiculous in our own 


Vindication : They occaſion thoſe De- 


bates and Quarrels that we too often find 
among the Women, and thoſe who have 


any Senſe avoid them as much as pol- 
ſible. 


Eliza; 


Young Perſons have ſeldom ſuch im- 
portant Secrets, nor fo deſtructive t to them 


if revealed. 


Angelica. 


That is very true, however they dot t 
love to have repeated what Secrets we 
entruſt them: And ſuch little Breaches 


of Fidelity are very ungrateful to us; in 


ſhort, one Party or the other! 18 always in 


the Wron g. 
M 5 Melliora. 


* 
. FO 
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Melliora. 

Provided I myſelf were not blameable, 

I could put up with any nin 
Lucretia. 

Thoſe Diſputes in which we are en- 
gaged, tho' we are never ſo much in the 
right, ſubject us to Cenſure: We are cal- 

led on to juſtify ourſelves, many will lay 
the Blame on us; the beſt Way therefore 
is never to contend at all, and to make 


2 Converſation. 


Eliza. 
l am aſhamed to own myſelf convin- 
ced at laſt; nevertheleſs we muſt needs 
{ſubmit to the Truth. 


—— A — " — — — 


DIALOGUE XXXIV. 
On FIDELITY. 


. 
E were entertained the other Day 
with a Converſation upon Cou- 


what can be ſaid of Fidelity lo frequently 
| recommended to us. 


Julia. 


ourſelves as little as poſlible the On > of . 


rage; we ſhould now be glad to hear 
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ulia. 


This Word ſeems to me to explain 1. 
ſelf, and I believe it will be difficult to 


define! it any other Way. 
Lucinda. 


If you don't chuſe to define it, x vleaſe to 


give us ſome Example of it, that we may 


| avid know its true Import. 
ulia. 


1 


Is it poſſible, Madam, that you can't 


: comprehend what it is to tranſact an Af- 


fair with Fidelity, and what to betray one's 


Truſt ? 


Lauriana. 

I underſtand it a little, but cannot. « ex- 
preſs it. 

ulia. 

Fidelity is 6 to be found in thoſe 
who are mutually well inclined, Trea- 
chery 13 obſervable in thoſe whoſe Minds 
are corrupt. 

Lauriana. 
I muſt confeſs nothing can give me fo 


clear an Idea of any ching as l 885 


ulia. | 
Would you have them in general, or 


ſuch as relate more particularly to our- 


ſelves 7 


Lucinda. 


7 
N 
? 
; 
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act? 


| tion of 1 it. 


cumſtantial ; 
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Lucinda. 


I ſhould be glad to ſee ſome of all 
Kind. Pans #7 


Pg 
- 


Julia. 


Well en, Madam, I will inſtantly 


oblige you : An unfaithful Perſon' is en- 


truſted with a Commiſſion ; ſhe executes 
it without any Regard to its Succeſs, ne- 
ver obſerves the Nature of her Charge, 
nor intereſts herſelf at all in the Affair, 
any farther than to tranſact it with a lite- 
ral Compliance with her Orders, whether 
right or wrong. ” 
Lauriana. 


e how doth the faithful Deputy 


Julia. 
She liſtens attentively to what is ſaid to 
her; wiſhes her Commiſſion may. proſ- 
per; and is truly 2 wa in the Execu- 


Lucinda. 
Examples of this Nature are too ge- 
neral. 
Julia. 
Now, you ſhall have ſome more cir- 


for Inſtance, a Letter is gi- 
ven at the Gate to deliver to the Abbeſs in 
Expectation of an Anſwer : The truſty 


Perſon. 
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Perſon carefully ſeeks the Abbeſs, deli- 
vers the Letter, and tells her an Anſwer 
is expected; ſhe entreats the Meſſenger to 
have a little Patience, and immediately 
returns to fetch the Anſwer; in a Word, 
ſhe makes the Affair her own, and wiſhes 
to give Satisfaction both to the Abbeſs; 
and the Meſſenger, and is careful to do 
the Buſineſs ſhe is charged with. The 
unfaithful Perſon ſeeks the Abbeſs, with- 
out caring whether ſhe finds her or not; 

ſhe is as well ſatisfied in returning no An- 
ſwer, as the other in proving it; ſhe gives 
herſelf no Concern about the Meſſenger, 


Who for ought ſhe cares may go back a- 


gain without doing the Buſineſs. Madam 
de Maintenon orders her Coach to go a- 
broad in ; the treacherous Perſon repeats 
the Order herſelf, or entruſts it to ano- 
ther; ſhe thinks nothing about it, and is 
as well pleaſed if the Coach is got ready 
two Hours too late, as at the Time re- 
quired ; She that regards the Execution 
of her Truſt, takes Care to order the 
Coach herſelf, and truſts her Commiſſion 
to nobody, ſhe is uneaſy if it is not in- 
ſtantly prepared, ſhe returns to haſten it, 
and is really defirous to acquit her Charge- : 
"why (po. utmoſt Punctuality. 
Lauriana 
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TLauriana. | 

Provided 1 ſhould not be reproved, 1 
ſhould not care any fartner. 
Julia. 1 


Such: a Conduct as that is ee 


and baſe; tis to act only to outward Ap- 
earance, and proceeds entirely from a 


Wes mean Principle. 
Lucinda. 


4 IS Fidelity then neceſſary in the World? 


Julia. 
It is requiſite « every where, and. in all 


Things: What Service would our Miſ- 


treſſes do, if they only take Care to make 
us come and go at the Sound of the Bell, 

without a due Regard to the Formation 
of our Manners ? An Abbeſs, that ſhould 
content herſelf with commanding her 
Nuns, without taking Pains in the ſpiri- 


' tual Concerns? A Biſhop, who ſhould 


take upon him the Pontifical Office with- 
out ever viliting his Flock ? A General of 


an Army, who ſhould pay no Regard to 
the fulfilling his Duty in his Military Ca- 


pacity ? A Monarch, who ſhould' tyran- 
nize over his Subjects without ſrudying to 


make them eaſy and happy? All theſe 
Duties depend on that Fidelity ſo carnelt- 


od ane to us. 


3 


" 
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; Lauriana. 

This Fidelity, as you have explained it, 
is diſadvantageous to ourſelves ; it induces 
us to make gory 7 sBuſineſs our own. 

lig. 


en deſcribe it better than I can, Ma- 


dam; it conſiſts in acting for others as 
we would do for ourſelves. 

 Lauriana. © 

And that muſt neceſſarily render us 


_ vnDappy. « 
ulia. 


It will render us lovely, eſtimable, and 
renowned for Honour and Goodneſs ; 


ſuch Perſons who practiſe it are : dear to all 


the World. 


.Lauriana. 


It muſt coſt them a deal of Pains and 


Labour. 


Nn 
Our Merit can never be thought too 


dear in the Purchaſe, and when we ac- 
cuſtom ourſelves betimes to do what we 


ought, we ſhall never be liable to act o- 
ther wiſe. Dy 


Lucinda. 

Is it requiſite then, that I ſhould inte- 
rt myſelf in whatever is tranſacted at 
St. Cyr; that I ſhould take Pains to have 
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my Work well done, or to ſee that a Girl 


doth as ſhe ought what I am to teach her? 
It is ſufficient if I do what I am ordered. 
Juha. 

Your Orders are given you to be pro- 
perly executed ; your Work is given you 
to be well done, and if you act unjuſtly 
with a premeditated Deſign, Can you be 
guilty of a more manifeſt Ingratitude t to 
this Inſtitution ? 
Lads, 


It! is paid already from the Good we © re- 


ceive from it. 
Julia. 


But, ſuppoſing it was not to be dif: 
charged with Fidelity, if it received us: 


only without inſtructing us, or forming 


our Minds, if it did not ſupport us in 
Sickneſs, or make a Proviſion for us a- 


gainſt our Departure: What would be- 


come of all the King's good Intentions? 
You ſee then that the whole depends up- 
on Fidelity, and that the Governeſſes of our 
Houſe would entirely fruſtrate the Purpoſes 
of the Sovereign, however laudable and 


well-deſigned, if they were not to execute 
chem with the moſt punctual Fidelity. 


Lauriana. 


15 Fidelity farther neceſſary in Matters 


of Religion 3 Julia. 


2 
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Julia. 


10 is ſo with regard to Men, whom we 
have it in our Power to deceive ; but we 


cannot deceive God, he is not to be 1m- 
poſed upon, he fathoms the very Depth 


of our Hearts, and ſees them as they rolls 


are,and utterly abhors the double-minded. 


Lucinda. 


kin we not born to Truth or Falſhood, 
and can we change our Tempers? 


lia. 
It is certain that ſome are born unh 


bappier Diſpoſitions than others; but we 


ſhould cultivate our good Inclinations, 
and rectify thoſe that are evil. Nothing is 


impoſſible to God, and by his Help we: 


may accompliſh every Thing. 


We are convinced, Madam, and 1 hops 


you! will ſoon ſee in our future Conduct 


the Fruits of this Converſation. 


—— — 
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DIALOGUE XXXV, 


On the Point of Hoxous, 2 


Fo Melafina. i 
HAVE often heard the Men talk F 
of the Point of Honour, Is there any 

fach Thing amongſt the. Women? 


"SO b 
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DE Tereſa. | 
Why not? Do you think we are not 
accounted ſuſceptible of Honour? 
Lucilla. | 
We are ſo little regarded, that it is a 


Sign we are not; and when Women are 


any Way injured, I believe few take ny 
Pains to vindicate them. 
Tereſa. | 
"Leads bear to be held in ſuch Con- 
tempt: What can be the Reaſon of it? 

Celia. 
Tis our own Fault, becauſe there are 
few reaſonable Women. 
Tereſa. - 


But if theſe few reaſonable Women 


were to fall out, what could be done to 
reconcile them ? 
Fadilts: | 
If they were very reaſonable, they 
would never fall out. | 
Melafina. 

How, Madam, do you think that im- 

poſible? And what would you do if a 
erſon offended you ? | 

Celia. 


For my Part I would put vp with the 


Aﬀront. 
A ront reh 


of: 
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Tereſa. 


Then you ought to be canonized for a 


Saint ? | n 
_ Celia, 
No, I ſhould not deſerve it, 5 the 
leaſt Motive would induce me to do it. 


Melaſina. 


The leaſt Motive would induce you to 


put up with an Injury | 
Celia. 
What ſhall we get by retorting them? 
Will it in the leaſt extenuate them; and 
muſt we, in order to make ourſelves a- 
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mends, commit a Fault as great as thoſe - 'Y 


who have offended us? 
Melgſina. 
I ſhould think it inconſiſtent with my 


Honour to put up an Injury without re- 
turning it. 


Lucilla. 


Should you be well pleaſed to have i it 


again retorted by another ? 
Celia. | 
| Before the King, out of his wonted 
Piety and Goodneſs, had aboliſhed Duels, 


a Man could revenge himſelf for an Af- 27 
front by fighting with the Aggreflor; | 


wherein he either killed or diſarmed his 


Adverfary, or at leaſt acquitted himſelf {| 


with 
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with Honour : 12 Women have no better 


Remedy than to hold their Peace, and a- 


void engaging in any Sort of Quarrels. 
Tereſa. 


Lou may have Injuries done you with- 


out giving any Occaſion for them. 


* Lucilla. 
They will ſoon have an End, when we | 


don't take any Notice of them. 
| Melafina. 


I ſhould think ſuch Forbearance 
would argue Want of Courage. 


Celia. 


There is more Courage in ſuch For- 


ones than in requiting Evil for Evil. 
Laura. 


I am of Opinion, that People of For- 


tune are not ſo much expoſed to Quar- 


rels, and that only the inferior Claſs are 


ſo apt to be Senden in them. 
Tereſa. 
However good tempered we may be, 


it always depends on others to give 


us Occaſion to quarrel. 
| Laura. 
We ought not to depend on othersfor he 


Regulation of our Conduct; it would be 
eaſy enough to avoid Diſputes, if we 
com but ſubmit to a paſſive Diſpofi- 


tion 


tic 
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tion, we ſhould therefore be filent, or 


change the Diſcourſe, when we find 


ourſelves aggrieved, _ 
Ns 


You muſt ſuppoſe us to have great 


Power over our Actions. 
| 1 

It is abſolutely requiſite to have it, o- 
therwiſe we ſhall be liable to numberleſs 
Inconveniencies. 


' Tereſa. 


But why ſhould I ſubmit any more 


than another! 5 
Laura. 


I think it the moſt reaſonable Part | t.:. 
ſubmit, and we ſhould be well enough 


recompenſed by never being engaged 1 in a 
Diſpute with any Body. 


Tereſa. 


There are ſo many Kinds of them, 


that I can't ſee how we can avoid it. 
Hioletta. 


For Inſtance, How could Serapbina 


avoid what happened to her ? 


„ > TANARG. : 
What was that ? 
> a. 


A Man ele her, that wu Bro- 
ther-in-Law had traduced her, without 


repeat» 
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gene, by what has befallen her. 
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repeating the Afperſions he had made 
Uſe of. Seraphina complained highly 


of the Injury done to her Honour.; the 
Brother-in-Law proteſted he never once 
thought of any ſuch Thing ; ſhe named 
the Accuſer, who finding himſelf preſſed, 


| Choſe rather to deny what he had ſaid, 


than ſubject himſelf to the Reſentment 
of a Family it was his Intereſt to oblige : 


He diſowned therefore what Serapbina 


had advanced; and ſhe now incurs the 


Suſpicion of having invented a Falſhood, 
and is for this Reaſon obliged to be at 
Variance with every Body in the Houſe 
ſhe lived in, ſhe muſt therefore quit it; 
What Blame and Diſgrace muſt ſhe 


ſuffer therefore upon this Account ? 
Melaſma. 
How could ſhe avoid it? Such a Mis- 


fortune might have happened to any one. 


Celia. 
All the has to do, is to make no Reply. 


Terel(a. 


You would have patiently ſubmitted 


to the Detraction of a Brother-in-Law, 


and neglected the Infor mation given her. 


Lucilla. 
Vou ſee the Conſequence of ſuch . 


Laura. 


in 


t 
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Laura. 


Theſe” | private Incendiaries are very 


injurious to thoſe to whom they « commu- 


nicate their Intelligence. 
. Melgſina. 


3 ſhould be for giving it, and wu oy 


of receiving it on the like Qcoaliqn. 
Celia. 


I think we ſhould 51 do one e nor 


the other. 
| Te rreſa. 


Would you hear your Pits tra- 


duced, and not advertiſe them of it? 
=: Celts. 


1 ſhould gently rebuke thoſe who \pro- * 


pagated the Slander,. by tellin 


they did not know the Perſons of whom 
they were talking, and ſhould take no 


farther Notice of it. 
Melaſina. 


But what would you have done, bad 
| you been in Seraphing's Place? 


(Celia. 
I ſhould have thanked the Perſon who 


brought the Intelligence, and have ſaid 
no more about it. If the Report had any 
Foundation, I ſhould have endeavoured 


to make Advantage of it ;- otherwiſe, I 


would wait with Patience till Time had 
defeated 1 its Influence, as it certainly does 


N -: weaken 
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weaken ſuch Repay as are not founded 
wp Truth. * 
1 el. Y 
53 Seraphin had purſyed. this . 
ſhe would have laved her felf a World of 
Uneafineſs. | 
Tereſa. | 
I ſhoald have thought it W ie to 
have Reparation made to my, Honour. 


1 never arte the Generality of Peo- 
ple demand ſuch a Reparation. 
r 
"Tis true, indeed ; when they are in- 
formed of Injuries done to their Charac- 
ter, they take Witneſſes with them, and 
demand Satisfaction by Courſe of Law. 
Celia. 


We fee no ſuch Proceedings among 
Ni of Condition. 


Tereſa. _ 
We ſhould then put up with any Af- 
front done to ourſelves, or our Friends, 
Y _. Lucilla. 
[If we treat our Friends in the lama. 


Manner as ourſelves, they will have no 
Reaſon t to complain. 


Melafina. HF ; 
Is cchould look upon it as a aiftinguiſh- 
ing Malk of Friendſhip, to be ee 
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of whatever is done to my Pre; judlice, tho“ 
it Were but a Look, or the Lat T oken 
of e E45 1 1 

Cel ein. 

Sha? a Conduct makes us ; looked on? 
as meddling Sort of People, and involves 
us in a World of Perplexity, 

K _ Melafina. oY 


1 * 5 
And why I it make. one appear 


meddling ? 


Celia. 
I know not any Thing that is ſo Ae 
lous, as to ſow Diſcord whereſoever we _ 
Lacills. | 
We ſhould conceal any Thing that we 
know muſt give Diſpleaſure, and com- 
municate only what is agreeable, ſo that 
we may always acquit ourſelves of never 
havin 92 made Miſchief between Friends, 


but often reconciled and made up Breach- 
es between them. 


Melafina. _ 
Tam'overjoyed with this Converſation, 
and you have entirely deſtroyed thoſe 
Ideas I before thought reaſonable : I ne- 
ver imagined we ought to bear any Af- 
front offered to 1 and much leſs 
to our Friends; however, you make it 
plainly appear, that the greateſt. Service 
we can do them, 1 is never to engage them 
in 


- 
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in any Diſpute, and juſt in the ſame man- 
ner WE ſhould act in Regard to ourſelves, 
Lucilla. 


What a Happineſs it is, Madam, you 
can ſubmit to Reaſon as ſoon as you Per» 


ceive it. 
 Melafma. 
- It moſt be very difficult to reſiſt the 
Force of your Arguments. 
WW 
Weak- minded People will rather con- 
tend, Chan ſubmit. _ 
. 
I am x abſolutely. determined. to be 
five: for the future, and I am Read. n 
convinced by your edifying Diſcourſe, 
that we ought never to add Fuel to the 
Flames of Diſcord, but on the contrary, 


to extin guiſh and allaythem to the n 
of « our Fower. 


Lucilla. 
We are not far from being 8 
Madam, when we are ſo ſentibly affected | 
with Truth. 14 0 63 
: Cella. : . 
And it is an Arg ument of a greatneſs 
of Mind, and Solidity of Underſtanding, 
when we can fo eaſily overcome our 


PFrejudices. 
. N 7 +4 


